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Treatiſe, is, becauſe ſome People | = 
| have defired Satisfattion from me, what g 
the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt 15: ü 
Bus I could not make a Full Deſcription 3 1 


6 7s it mn ſhort ; therefore it came in my ""* 
| AMindto enlarge upon it in a ſmall Book. 'o 
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0 {4 John v v. part of ver als 16, There” is 3 
=: : | 4 ante Dg 45 b. „ 8 


His fin, ERS gr. John . het? . 
The ſen ute Lecuth, is the unpardon- 1 42 
2 Able fin againſt the Holy G! oft, deſcribed ; 
by our bleſſed Saviour, Matt. xii, 32. That 
v hoſocver commits. it hath no forgivenehs, . 
1 neithier in this world, nor in the world to 
7 come.” For, Al manner of fa and Lee 5 
Fall be forgivin unto meu, but e 
e the Holy Ghoſt ſhall net be forgiven unto nem. 
1 And be that Jpeaketh a tourd agaiu}t the dam it 
Full be forgiven him; bu: wheſrecer JPears a A 
] Sanft the Holy G belt, ſpall never be forgiven, © 1 : 
maler in this warld, nor in the 8897 40 m,. 
| 73 This ſin 2gainfithetiolyGhoſtisthat inwhick = i 
[? -$ John calls here the din unis Death. Noobe-.-c 8 4 
teens, . eee — 
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all fin deſerves death, both temporal and 
eternal, for the wages of fin, even all, fin 
y is death, Rom. vi. 23. But this fin a:Hott 
LE: tho Holy Ghoſt is called 9 be in unto Leuth, 

becauſe it binds a man over to eternal 
death without any poſäbility of recor ery. 
Now ſome there are, that g on fam one 
degree of fin to another, thev heighten and 
aggravate their fins more and more, until 
they are brought to that height at laft, as 0 
commit that {in for which thee 15 no for- 
zivneſs. 

There is no mere man fince the fall that 
can live without fin, for all are ſinners; but 
yet there are degrees of ſin; ſome ſins in their 
own nature are ſmall, others are more great 
and heinous. Many ſins there are that are 


"of great, yet pardenable, and one fin there Is 
== unpardorable ; and whoſoever commits that 
one in ſhall have no forgivneſs, but muſt 
i for ever bear the weight and puniſhment. 
* both of that and of all his other ſins. 


There is ſuch a fin as St. John ſpeaks of 
here in my text, that is 4 /in unto. death. 
And now I come to the explicatioh of the 
Word, from waence 1 ſhall raiſe this point 
ef Doctrine. 

Doct) That amongſt. other f fins committed by 
fall en mankind, there is only oneſin, that is @ 
ſin unto death; - and whoſoever committed that, 


3 he hath no forgivneſs, © "neither in this works, 
5 nor in the world ta come. 
FI Now for my further proceeding on this, 
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forgiven. | 


tions of the ſpirit, that is this ſin. 


th leave their as and be converted, 2 
they quench and ſtifle all his motions, and 9393 
bear up their hearts againſt him, and will 3 
2 5-4. 


egainf} the Holy Ghoſt, 3 


4 


Secondly, That all other ſins,” how great 
and heinous er, may be forgiven. 
Thirdly, That this {in alone ſhall never be 


Fogribly, The reaſon why this fin ent is. 


unptrdonable.. And then, * 
Laſtly, T ſhall cenciude all with a Tow. 
words of application. 


1 ſhall begin firſt with the deſcription of”. 
this unpardonable ſin ; where I ſhall endea- 
Your to make as plain a deſcription of it as 
poſſibly I can; and in Going of it, I ſhall 
1. Shew you negatively, what is not this 
fin, 2. 1 mall ſhew you 1 8 


it is. 


I. I ſhall ſhew yon negatively, what is 


not this fin unto death; or in what Fa 


a man may fin, and yet not commit that 


unpardonable ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 


1. It is not every quenching of che mo- 
It is true, 
when the Holy Ghoſt comes with a ſtill. 
voice, and knocks at the door of ſinners för 
entrance, he often comes and frives witli | 
them, and ſecretly, woes and beſceches them; 
yet 


not be obedient to his heavenly, calls; 


ſuch fin grievouſly againſt the Holy Ghoſt 22 
but yet this alone is not the unpardonable 
125 1 the Hoh Ghoſt; bog pany that 
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| 2 a 8 Lf ove ſtood it out a long time, and have lies 

| 3 quenched and grieved the holy ſpirit, yet at g 


0 laſt they have been wrought” upon unto fin- | 
eeͤere converſation, 5 
WE 2. A man may commit many, * | 
and cry ing ſins, and yet be not zuilty © he 
| mn pardonable tin againſt the Loly Ghol A 
man may be an idolater, a whoremonger, A 
forpicator, a murtherer, and work witch- 
craft, and fin with a very high hand; nay, - 
he may live in all manner of flthineſs and 
lewdneſs, and yet not be under the guilt of 
the unpand Made fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 
Thus we read, 2 Cron. xxxiii that Maaſſab 
ſinned with a very high hand; he was an 7 
idolater, and inchanter, and worked witch 
craft, and dealt with familiar ſpirits, and 
wrought much cvil in the fight of the Lord. 
And Mary Magdaiin had ſeven devils, caſt 
out of her, Lake vill. 2. and yet boch were 1 
| pardoned. 
„ . A manly Gin preſumptuouſly againſt 
great light and knowledge, and yer. not 
commit this fin unto death: For Peter, When 
he denied Chriſt, did it againſt great know- 
ledge of Chriſt; he knew Chrilt to be his 
Lord and Cates: he was one of Chriſt's 
beloved diſciples, and for all that all how - 
ſtrongly he denied Chriſt, and with an 
Oath ; and yet for all that, Chriſt los 
upon him with à merciful eye, and he re. 
Pented aug! WAS torgiven. 
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8 ; againſt te Holy Gboſt. 


It is not Fi malicious 5 that is the 


pardonable ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; 


tor St. Paul certainly had great malice in his 
heart, when he went on fo furiouſly to per- 


ecute the church of God, and yet he was 


5. And Laſtly, i it is not final unbelief, nor 
final impenitence, that is the unpardonable 
fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, tho ſome be of 
opinion that it 1s, becauſe that fin is unpar- 


donable, and Chriſt himſelf hath ſaid, Matt. 


fall be forgiven unto man, except it be the ſin 
atain}t the Holy Ghoſt, But you are to take 
the words of our Savisur in their true ſenſe 


[ and meaning; it is all manner of fin and, 
blaſphemy commited within the compals of 
man's life that ſhall be forgiven, except 


he fin againſt the Holy Ghot ; for the ſm 


4 of final impenitence and final unbelief 18 


not complcated until the very moment of a 


man's death; and then you all know, that 
2 is no repentance, and conſequently no 


25 5 this world, nor in the world. to comb. 
W, why ſhould Chriſt tay 27 this world, 


prld ? but a man may commit the unpar- 


{Sho fin againſt the Holy Ghaſt, na 


onverted, and became a preacher of the 
oſpel of Chriſt, which before he perſecuted. 


Xix. 13. That all manner of ſin and Blaphemy 


don after death, for Chriſt ſaid, He thut 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; hath no forgicende, __ 


It! there be no ſpace to be forgiven in this 


I. Viars before his death. Beſides, WE 4 8 35 A 
4 1—— Puy ee her ei in impenitener und x 
per. e . elicf = 


* WC x. 
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„ unbelleß and are Ae and yet neter- 


committed the unpardonable fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt; 


- GOMMit thiehnpenſonabl fin. 


cauſe it is a fin againſt great light and knover- 


 : theſe cannot commit that unpardonable fin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, . Now there muſt. | 


os the Unjardonbte 85 ö 


Thus have I ſhewed you beine wh t 


is not this unpardonable fin, none of tho 


fins in particular i is that fin, 

II. I come now to ſhew you nofitivel | 
what this fin unto death is, and where! 
this unpardonable fin againſt the Holy Gho! 
doth conſiſt. Now there are ſeveral opinion 
in the world about it, but I will-endeavour 
through God's help, to lead you to the plai 
fight of it by the light of the holy ſcripture. 
Nov, in the firſt place, you muſt know, 
that there are two ſorts of people that cannot 


The true believers cannot commit it, be- 


ledge. Indeed the greateſt part of the world 
ſhall be damned: yet among the greateſt 
Part there are but few of them that can com- 
mit that unpardonable fin againſt the Holy 4 
Gboſt. ; 
- Some have both light and grace, theſe 
mall not commit the unpardonable fin. 
Again, fome have neither light nor grace, 


— 


be two ingredients to make up this 1 
pardonable ſin; that is, light in the head, and 


malice in the IDEN - Without theſe two, the be 
un againſt the Holy Ghoſt cannot be com- 
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iowiedge, i is not that fin ; nor yet to fin 
ignorantly without malice; is that fin ; but 
they muſt both join together, to- make up 
this unpardonable fin. This we lee olainly. Wh 
by the example of St. Peter and St. Paul; 
Peter denied Chriſt, and forſwore. him- 
felf too, and that grievouſly, againſt light, 
and knowledge; for he knew Chriſt to be 
the only begotten ſon of God, and he knew 
God in him, he was one of Chhriſt's diſci- 
ples, and one of his beloved diſciples too; 
he was taught of Chriſt, and had expe- 
rimental knowledge of his love and favour, 
and vet he wickedly with an oath denied 
him. Now if Peter had done this out of | 
inalice and ſpite, then he had committed x 
that //n_ unto death, for which there is no 
forgiveneſs ; but Peter had no malice in his 
heart all this while, even at that time when 
he denied Chrift, as you may fee in Matt. 
XVI. 34 85. When Chriſt told him, before 
the cock crow thou ſhalt. deny me thrice; 
He anſwered, if I ſhould die with thee, Ewill | 
not deny thee, and then deny ing him 3 . 
infirmity and weakneſs of the fleſh; b 
he had conſidered what he had done, he went 
out and wept bitterly, verſ. 5. Bat Poul 2 
bad great malice and ſpite againſt the ways 
and people of God, as you may ſee, Ach ix. 
1. Paul breathed out chreatnings and ſlau g- 
ter againſt the diſciples of the Lord, and 
went to the high ae ent of him let-.- 
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: | ters to Danſe, to the ſynagogues, that if, 
= hefound any in this way, whether men or 
women he ſhould bring them bound to 
Feruſalem, Now here was great rage and 
malice in in Saul, againſt the ways and the 
people of God: but doing it ignorantly . 

he at laſt heard a voice ſaying, Saul, Saul, 
Why perſecuteſt thou me? and ſeeing a light b 
from heaven, and hearing it was Jeſus that 1 
! 


he perſecuted, he was pricked at the heart, 
and trembing and aſtoniſhed, ſaid, Lord, 
achat wilt "thou have me de? N OW by theſe 
two places of ſcripture, you may plainly 
ſee that Peter ſinned againſt great light, and 
Paul out of great malice, yet neither of them. 
committed the unpardonable ſin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt. But whenſoever light and 
malice meet together in one man, then there 
is the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Now as 
all other fins, ſo is this fin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt —. 
I. In thought; that is, when a wicked 
man, #gainſt his clear light and knowledge, 
425 but conceive a malicious thought or 
rpaſe towards perſecuting the goſpel of 
Chpit, or of the ſaints of Chriſt, te hinder - 
the work of the Holy Ghoſt in them. | 1 
This fin; as is to be thought, was the fin 
of the loſt angels, for which cauſe they were 
loſt without all hopes of pardon. Now 
_ fome diſpute, whether this fin was a fin of 
the thought, but I ſay in all likelihood- it 
| Mas, ; for the 92 5 Nog * amn be D 


* 


egainſl the Holy Ghoſt, | 13. 1 


out bodies, and ſo having no uſe of bodily 
tongues, it could not be committed in word 
nor yet could they commit it in action, 

becauſe they were caſt out of heaven, before 

they could bring it into practice; therefore 

it muſt be a fin of the thought. 

Now this fin was this; there habitation. 
being in the higheſt heavens, and under 
God himſelf, they had exceeding great light 
and knowledge ; they had more knowledge 
than all the men in the world ever had, and 
were happy above all other creatures: But 
when not being contented with this eſtate, 
they thought to be as high as God himſelf, 
therefore they maliciouſſy ſought to make 
war againſt the ſon of God, and put him 
out of his throne : for which cauſe they 
were immediately thruſt out of heaven, ne- 
ver more to ſee the face of mercy ; and thus 
from the beginning they have been counted 
malicious and revengeful, as raging beaſts, 
and as roaring lions; thus their ftn being of 
the ſame 'nature with the fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, they were excluded "all Hope: 
of pardon, | 

But that the fin of our firſt parents was not 
the unpardonable fin againſt the Holy Ghôſt 
is clear; for tho? they ſinned againſt great 
light, yet they obeyed, and complied with 
the will of Ged, even when the tempter 
came, until at laſt they were enticed and 


overcome; but they did nor fall malicioufly, 165 
and ſo. were not e all pers of ; 
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14 Of the Unpardonable Sin 


2. This fin may be committed in word* 


too; that is, when a man ſpeaketh blaſphe- 
mouſly and miliciouſly of Chriſt and his- 


holy ways This was the lin of the Seribes + 


Halb never forgiveneſs, but is in danger of eter- 
nal damnation. | 
Now the reaſon of this ſpeech of our 


and Pharifees, Mark iii. 22. There were cer- 
tain ſcribes came and ſaid, this felitzo hath: 


of devils. Therefore ſaith Chriſt unto them. 


Badzebub, and cafteth cut devils hy 5 the prince 


ver. 28, 29. Verily I jay unto you, all fins ſhalt” 
le forgiven to the | ſers of men, and blaſphemies 


herewith foever they fhoil blaſphome : But 
ohojvever ſpall blaſphceme againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 


— 


bleſſed Saviour is ſhewn in ver. 30, becauſe 
they ſaid, he hath an unclean ſpirit; which 


know no other but tha Chriſt was the ſon 


plainly ſhews that theſe ſcribes had ſp oken 
'blaſpkemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt: * theſe 
ſcribes were great learned men, they could 


of God, and muſt know that he caſt out 
devils by the ſpirit of God, and yet they, out 


of ſpite to Chriſt, maliciouſly and blaſphe- 


moully ſaid, That he caſt out devils by Belze- 
bub the chief of drvils. Thus the ſcribes 


: committed the unpardonable ſin. againſt the of 
Holy Ghoſt, and that in word. 


3. This fin may be committed in actien 


9 5 t00 that is, when a man being once thorogh- 25 
IV enlightened, Having entered upon a holy 
0 _ courſe of life, and taſted the comforts: of Goth... 
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heaven, and not only makes profeſſion of Wi 
the goſpel, but teaches it to others; yet at 
laſt takes a diſlike to the holy courſes; and 
through ſpite and malice, utterly forſakes, 
oppoles, and perſecutes thoſe good ways of 
God, which he before profeſſed and taught. 
But to ſam up this point, this unpardonable ; 
fin againft the Holy Ghoſt is fally deſcribed 
7, by the apoſtle to the Hebrezos, chap. x. 26, 
27, 29. For if we ſin wilfully after coe have 
received the knowledge of the tr.th, there. 
remaineth no more ſacrifice for fin, but @ 
fearful lowing for of judgment, and fiery 
indignation, which ſhall devour the' adver- 
ſaries. Of how much forer puniſpment ſhall 

he be thought worthy, who have trodden 
under foot the ſon of God, and counted the 

| blood of the cavenant,, wherewith he was: 
a ſanctiſied, an unholy thing, and hath done def- 
pite to the ſpirit of grace ? Likewiſe, Heb. vi. 
4» 5, Q. For it is impoſſible for thoſe who- 
coere made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and have tafted the good wgrd of God, and 
the powers of the world to come, if they 
fall away, to renew them again to repentance, 
feeing they crucify to themſelves afraſh the ſon off - 
God, and put him to open ſhame. : 
I mall a little explain theſe words, and 
then proceed, "+58 
1. This fin unto death is an oppoſin in: — 9 
now to oppoſe a thing, is to contradict it, 
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16 Of the Unbardonable Sin 
| 0 and fo, he denies it, and ſays it is not 
. 10; or when a man ſays a thing mult be 
done, he ſays again, it muſt not, or it {hall 
not be done; ; ſach an. oppofition is in the 
heart of him that commits this unpardonable 
in; but a man may be an oppoſing. man, 
and yet not commit this fin: Theretore, 
2. It is the truth he muſt oppoſe ; that is, 
he muſt utterly oppoſe and reject Chriſt, who 
faid 1 am the truth, John xiv. 9. He oppo- 
ſeth all his threatnings, and will not believe 
his promt ſes, and counts the blood of the 
covenant to be an unholy thing: Nay, he 
_ alſo oppoſeth the ſpirit of Chr it, who 1s the 
ſpirit of truth. So that he will not obey 
his motions, and will not be led or guided 
by him; but a man may oppoſe the truth, 
and do it ignorantly: Therefore, 
3. It muſt be the known truth that he op- 
oleth ; he muſt be once enlightened : But 
you muſt know, that it is not ny a rational 
knowledge, and human learning, for he may 
know much of God, and of his will, in. 
the lettcr of the word, and yet not be cape” 
ble of committing this unpardonable ſi 
But he mult be ſo far enlightened as to fon 
the evil that is in fin, and” the excellency of. 
Chriſt, he muſt taſte of the heavenly vift, 
and be made partaker of the Holy Ghoſt ; | 
and taſte of the good word of God, and 
the powers of the world to come; ard by 
the blood of the Covenant, which he counts 
as an unholy thing, he is in part ſanctified 
„aud Nene from L many ſins; ; he ouſt have 
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; again! the Holy Ghoſt.” wn 7 


ſweet communion with God in his word and 

ſacraments; he muſt have ſome taſte of the 

love and favour of God, and comforts of 
his ſpirit, and be refreſhed by it, and talte 

of the joys of heaven, and have fome fore- | 

taſte of the happineſs of the world to come. 

This is that light of knowledge that 
lays a man open bo the committing of that 
unpardonable ſin: But yet a man may fin 
againſt all his light and experimental know-- 

| ledge, and yet do it thro' the weakneſs of 
the fleſh, or thro' ſome violent temptations, 
as Peter did — he denied Chriſt: Tee | 
fore: 

„ 4. He 1 95 8e the known 117 wil- 

; fully; he muſt wWilfully fall away, after he 
bath received the knowledge of the truth; 
other fins are committed thro' infirmity, bur 
this fin is wilful, the will is the chief actor 
in it ;-and to compleat and make up this 

| is 2" fir, there is, x. > 
Malice in the heart; without this, this Ry 
Gn? catinot be committed ; it mult be a ma- 
licious oppoſing of the known truth; that 
15, when a man being once enlightened, and 
having taſted of the heavenly gift, and the 
good word of God, and hath been made 
partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, and hath had 
- ſome ſweet reliſk and foreraſts of heaven, 
he comes to take a diſlike, and to hate the 
holy ways of God, and maliciouſly oppoſe 
and periecute them, in deſpite to the ſpirit: 
olf grace, crucifying afreſh the fon of Gd. 
and putting am. to 4 ame” Now. 12 * 
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| Now a man having gone ins far, he 


1 eomes in the laſt place to be an apoſtate ; 
bor thus to oppoſe wiltully and malicioully: 
* the known truth, is al waßs joiced with final 


and total apo: lor lie that is ſo far 
enlightened as to ſee the evil of fin, and the 
excelicucy of Chriſt and holineis, and hath 


been made partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, of 


5 his graces and commforts, and taſted of God's 8 
Ws Jov- and favour in jeſus Chriſt, and has ſome 
___ foretaiie of the joys of the world to come: 
for fuch a one wilfully, ſpitefully, and ma- 
liciouſly to fall away, he ſo falls as never te 
riſe more. ?Tis true, the children, of God 
fall, and that often, and riſe again; but 
then. they fall tbrough- weakneſs or r infumity, 
and not wilſully or r maliciouſly ; - but theſe. 


ouſly, and fo fall finally. Againit ſuch, 
the door of mercy is ever ſhut ; concerning. 
ſuch, St. 3 ſaid, I. H been. letter for 
them not to have known the s coay of righteouſneſs.” . 
than after they have krown it, to turn from the 
Holy commanament delivered unte them: but it 
bappenea to them according to the true prorerb, 
T he wg is returned to his own vomit again, ana 
. the ſgra that was waſhed, io her allowing in 
£X . tbe mire, 2 Pet. ii. 21, 22. There 13.4 
dreadful place in ſcripture againſt theſe kind 


* 


of apoltates, that is, Heb, x. 26. For if we. 


3 n wilfully after we have received the knows. 


Lege of the truth; there remaineth no ſacrifice - 
6 Mg 5 n, but a g waking far 1 ns and *. 


wicked wretches fall wiltully and malici- 
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fery TA arts, Thus have J given. you Wy, 


five ſteeps as ſo many links in a chain, all 
which make up the unpardonable ſin againſt 


the Holy Ghoſt, It is a wilful and malt- 1 


ciovs oppoſing of the known truth, joined 
with final apoſtacy. Thus have I ſhewed 
you, as plain as I can, what this fin unto 
death is. | 

Secondly, 'The next thing to be conſidered 
is, that all other fins or blaſphemies what- 
ſoever may be forgiven ; be our fins never 
ſo great and many, tho he be the vileſt 
wretch that ever lived, yet there is hopes 
of pardon upon repentance. Manaſſeb was 
the vileſt wretch that we ever read of, yet. 
he repented and was pardoned : Aliſo Mary: ; 
Magaalea was the chief of ſinners, for out 
of her came -ſeven devils, yet, becauſe ſhe 
loved much, much was forgiven her. 4 
man may be a whoremonger and adulterer, 
and work witchcraft, and deal with familiar 
ſpirits, and yet at laſt he may repent and 
be ſaved; and yet I have heard talk of 
ſome that are fo foolith as to take the fin of 
fornication for an unparqonable fin, from 
God's own words in the fourth command 
ment. I the Lord thy God am a Jealous Gods, 
&i/iting the Vin of the fathers, unto the third. 
and fourth generation: From whence they 
ſay, that children that are baſe born, are: 
not ſaved, unto the third. and fourth gene- 
ration; but this is a moſt. erroneous inter- 
pretation of God's word; it is. thoſe that: 


N 
* 


20 Of the Unpardonable Sin 


hate him, and continue hating of him, that 
he will inflict their iniquities upon: For 
tornicators and adulterers themſelves may 
repent and be faved, much more the chil- 
dren who know nothing, nor could help 
nothing; For Chriſt with his ew2 mouth 
tells the ſcribes and phariſees, Mat. xx1. 
1 at the publicans and hartits foal 
enter to the kingdom of heaven before them 
Her tiere is no fin but rebut is fpargon- 
ous except the Be again ſt the Hol Groſs. 
ut, 

7 hiraly, This fin againft the Holy Ghoſt, 
is alone the fin unto death ; > that is, a ſin 
unpardonable, never to be forgiven, neither 
in this world, nor in the world to come; 
Not becauſe the merits of Chriſt are not 
ſufficient to pardon it, for this ſin, as well as 
other ſins, are but finite, whereas the merits 
. of Chriſt are infinite. 

1 Object. What is the reafen then that this 
5 n cannot be forgiven ? 
8 Auſ. This queſtion brings me to the fourth 
thing conſiderable ; do but mind me a little 
and I will, as plain and as clear as I can 
tel] you what the reaſun.is. | 
This fin ig called the fin againſt the Holy. | 
Ghoſt, not becauſe it is a fin againft the 
perſon of the Holy Ghoſt, for ſo is all fin 
againſt his perſon ; but it is called the fin. 


1 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe it is againſt 
is the office, and work of the Holy Ghoſt. * 
Nor ever y one of the three perſons have 
„ | PERS . kheir 5 
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their particular work. The Work of A 1 
Father is to create; the work of the ſon 568 
is to redeem loſt ſinners ; and the work of 
the Holy Ghoſt is to enlighten, convince, 
ſanctify, and convert them. Now a man 
committing this unpaidonable fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, rejects all this work of. the 
{pirit. Now for a man to be ſo thoroughly 
enlightened by the Holy Ghoſt, that he 
comes to know the evil of fin, and his loſt 
and undone condition without Chriſt, and 
that none but the merits of Chriſt can ſave 
him; and notwithitanding wilfully and ma- 
liciouſly oppoſes him, and the work of his 
ſpirit, and refuſes to be beholden to him for 
ſalvation; now for ſuch a one, I ſay, to be 
forgiven, is utterly impoſſible. _ 

Object. But why is it imp fe 4e? Nothing -4 
7s impoſſible with Gl. _ 

Anj. Nothing is impoſſible with God that vj 
4055 not imply a contradiction: But that 


God will forgive the ſin committed againſt 5 : 
the Holy Ghoſt implies a contradiction: _ 
For how can he have pardon given him that 


utterly rejects it? As for inſtance 

A man thro ignorance may deny Onritt = 4 
(nav, maliciouſly fall from the profeſſion of = 
the truth into all kind of wickedneſs, as did 1 
St. Paul, and the Fews that crucified Chriſt) . : ä 
yet not falling againſt light and knowledge, 8 
there is room for che Holy Ghoſt to work *' - 
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verſion. But for a man, when he is once 
aeenlightened by the Holy Ghoſt, and has had 
ſome taſte of God's love and favour, and 
ſome foretaſte of the joys of heaven, and 
then at laſt, utterly oppoſing this illumina- 


* 


ſpirit's renewing work; alas! then the Haly 
Ghoſt is done, he has nothing more than that 
he can work in him, for this wretched crea- 
ture has utterly rejected him, his enlighten- 
ing work, his convincing work, his ſanctify- 
ing work; he has utterly reſected Chriſt's 
pardon, heaven and all. Now this poor 
wretch is paſt all hopes of mercy, all hopes 
of pardon : nay, for ſuch a one we are 
forbidden to pray; as you ſee in the verſe, _ 
whereof my text is a part. Now Chriſt - 
prayed for them that malicioully crucified 
him, Luke xxiii. 34. ſaying, Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do. Alas! 
they knew not what they were doing, for * 
had they known it, they would not bade 
cruci ed the Lord of glory, 1 Cor. ii. 8. 
. But if they had known, and yet crucified 
him, Chriſt would not have ſpent his breath ' 
io pray for them; for it woAd have been 
utterly in vain : For when a man has com- 
mitted this unpardonable fin, neither the 
© Praying in heaven nor earth can do him any 
| good; lor as che text faith, There is a fm 
=. anto death. | 1 


ting, erk of the ſpirit, willfully and mali. Av, 
ciouiiy to fall away, and ſo to reject the Nec 


I fhall conclude with a few words of ap- 
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er the Holy Chot, 


adi: and. will be as ſhort as es 
eſt this difourle ſhowe be too large for ie : 
mall a book: Here is 2 
Fir ſt, A word of comfort: 1 2 
Secondiy, A word of counſel. A 
Fit ſt, A word of comfort. It may be that 3 
by: hearing and reading of this terrible diſ- 1 
courſe your hearts begin to ach for fear that 1 
you have committed this unpardonable ſin: 
But J think I have ſufficiently proved to you 
what it is: and I tell you again, that there 
are but few that can commit it: nay, there 
are millions that are tormented in hell, yet 
never committed this fin; nay, farther, an | 
ignorant proteſtant may through weakneſs, 4 
and out of a flaviſh fear, turn papiſt, and re- 4 
nounce his profeſſion, and yet not commit 
this unpardonable fm againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt: For doing it out of ignorance and 
infirmity, there may be matter left for. the 
Holy Ghoſt to work upon, whereby he may 
yet be converted and ſaved. Conſider this 
"alſs, if you are afraid you have committed 
it, and wiſh that you had not committed 
it, and would not commit it if it were to dp 
again, then that is a true ſign you have not 


" Fg 
> 
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committed it. 1, 
Secondly, T muſt conclude all with a word 3 


of counſel. _ © 

I. Watch very diligently againſt all ſin: _- 
But above all, take ſpecial heed of thoſe 2 
fins that come near to the fin againſt te 
nw doagd and 8 are de . . 
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24 07 the Onpardonate Sin, Ges 


| ſy, taking only the outward profeſſion of 
religion, and ſo diſſembling and mocking of 
_ God; ſinning wiltully againſt conviction of 
conſcience, and againſt great light and 
knowledge, finning preſumptuouſly (with an 
high hand :) Theſe fins, tho' none of them 
are the direct ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
yet they will come very near to it; there- 
fore take ſpecial heed of them, left they, 
in time, ſhould bring you to the committing 
of that unpardonable fin. And, ; 
II. Labour to be iincere in religion, and 

* by a true faith engraft yourſelves in Chriſt, 
tor they that be in Chriſt, can never. com- 
mit this unpardonable ſin: For know this, 
that among all the ſins committed by fallen 
mankind, there is one fin that is a /n unte 
_ death, which is the unpardonable fin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, which whoſoever commits 
hath no forgiveneſs, neither in this world, 
nor in the world to come. 40 
Confider what hath been ſaid, and the Lara | 
give cu under ending. | 5 
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THESS. v. 17. 1 without 
cCeaſing. 
0 the 11 of God and the A 


neceſſary for me to write upon, than to flir 
people to the duty of prayer, both in their 
families and in ſecret. I find it aduty _ 
ſadly neglected, not only among the 

fane ſort of people indeed (who (eld: os 
never pray in their families, therefore it is 
to be feared much leſs do they pray in 


ſecret) but I have been among ſuch a“ 
eem to be the beſt of people, that are juſt | 


and righteous in their dealings towards 
others, that delight to hear the . beſt prea- 
chers, and j in with the beſt aſſembles, 
and are very kind and courteous towards: 
others, and yet they neglect prayer in, their 
families. Some of them I Hor do 4 
8 


% aint's Duty and Exerciſe ; | 


Invitation to the Throne of 


of ſouls, there is no ſubject more 5 
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in their families on evenings before they; 


to bed. But as for thoſe; that make con. 
ſcience of performing the duty of prayer in 


their families, both morning and evening 


they are ſo few, that there are but here and 
there one to, be found of them. This is a 
caſe very much bewailed and lamented: 
Nay, in this one duty I haye juſt cauſe to 
condemn myſelf: for I may write with 

ſhame enough, that this duty of prayer has 
been too much neglected by me as well as 
by others: Nay, to this day, I find ſo much 
averſeneſs and backwardneſs to this duty; ſe 
much fſlothfulneſs, deadneſs, dulneſs of fpi - 
Tit, and ſometimes one luſt, or one vanity or 


other ſteals into my heart, which makes me 


think myſelf to be unfit for this duty of 
prayer, and I find it ſometimes very hard to 
pals over all difficulties, and perform the duty 


of prayer aright. This makes me the more 


pity. others, looking upon others to be in 
the ſame condition with myſelf. But 
zonfid.r, friends, this is the work of the 


devil, who does what he can either to keep 


us from prayer, or elſe to difturb us in 
prayer. So it was with the children of 
God, Jeb i. The ſons of God came there 
and preſented themſelves unto the Lord. 
But what te do? I anſwer, it was to pra 


and make fapplicaion unto the Lord. Then 


it is ſaid chat Satan came among them: 


But what did he come among them for? I. 
ent wr if he aal, 2s ff them 
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The Zaint's Exerciſe Te 
from their duty, or elſe diſturb them in 
their duty, by filling them either with 
wandring or diſtracted thoughts, thereby 
to cauſe them to Joſe the benefit of the du- 
ty. Alas! friends, faithful prayer is that 
which the Devil cannot endure; for there 
is no weapon more powerful for the weak- 
ening Satan's kingdom, and ſetting up the 
kingdom of Chriſt in the ſouls of fingers, 


than/prayer 1s. | 
The devil is content that we ſhould read, 


and come to church, and hcar Taman, - 


without much diſturbance, becauſe he thinks 
he may eaſily keep us from profiting by the 
word z but he labors with all his might to 
keep us from prayer and meditation, be- 
cauſe he knows that theſe duties weaken his 
kingdom. But, my friends, let not you and 
I yield ourſelves u up to Satan's temptations, 
but reſiſt him and ftir up ourſelves to take 
hold on God, and call upon his name 80 
conſtant and fervent prayer. | 
Certainly if the wickedneſs of the Sodp- 


mites grieved "and vexed the ſoul of righte- | Te 


ous Lot, it would . grieve him much more 


if he were now among us in this degene- 


rate age, and ſaw how wickedneſs abounds 
in this world: How God is by one judg- 
ment or another frowning upon us for our 
ungodly  dortigs; how that the end of all 
things js near at hand, and yet how many 
prayęrleſs perſons and families there are 
. us; 8 2 of 1 
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can riſe in the morning, and go about their 
"concerns in the world, and then to bed 
again at night, and never regard to pray in 


their families, but live as if they had not a 
God to ſeek ; as if they had not an everlaſt- 
ing ſtate to prepare fer: Friends let me 
deſire you to conſider theſe few things. 
Firſt, Conſider that your negle& of 


prayer is a ſign that you are none of God's 


children, but you are yet in your unregene- 
rated and unconverted ſtate and conditon, 
and it were better that you had never been 
born, than you ſhould die in ſuch a condi- 
tion. O conſider that your breath is in the 
hands of God, and he may ſtop it when- 
ſoever hepleaſeth ; you cannot aſſure your- 
ielves'of an hour to live: and is it net then 
a dangerous thing to live in the negle& of 


prayer? O friends! how dare you go forth 


in the morning without prayer, leſt death 
ſhould meet you before night and caſt you 
into hell; or, how dare you at night lie 
down in your beds, before you have been 
at the throne of grace, and pleaded there 
with the Lord by prayer, for grace, pardon, 


and mercy, leſt you ſhould awake before 


morning in the fſames of hell: O do bur F 
conſider now and then upon this, how ex- 
ceedingly dangerous it is to live in the news" $ 


lect of prayer. But if you have the ſpirit -. 


of prayer, if you give yourſelves up to 


conſtant fervent prayer, this is 2 fign of 
5 your: new A od , and whenſgever deatk 
8 comes 2. 
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eomes, you are ſafe. You know, that a 
child, as ſoon as he is born, cries ; fo a ſin- 
ner, as ſoon as he is born again, falls a cry- 
ing unto God, as it was faid of Paul, as 
ſoon as he is bo-n again, Behold he projeth. 
Acts ix. 11. It is the ſpirit of adoption that 
makes us cry, Abba Father. 

Secondly, Conſider the end, thy God re- 
quires prayer, and let that enconrage you 
to the duty. God does not require prayer 
that he may receive from us, for he is infinite- 
ly and perfectly happy without us, and there- 
fore needs not our performances. But God 
being willing to beſtow thoſe good things 
we need, and to communicate that grace and 
mercy without which we are miſerable for 
ever, therefore it pleaſeth | God out of his 
infinite goodneſs, to require prayer, to 
make us fit for the mercy which he. knows, 
we want: Therefore the Lord commands 
us to.pray always, Luke xxi. 36. Pray al. 
ways, that you may be accounted worthy fo; ef 
cape all theje things, and to ſtand. bifare the; 
Se of man. See 4 Tim. ii; 8, Rom. xii. 12. 
Phil, iv. 6. And alſo here in the err, | 
Pray bit out ceaſing.  * 1 FE, 

Thirdly, Contider white you are ſtrangers 
to prayer, you are faves to the devil, and: 
he is doing what he can to work out your 
utter ruin and deſtructien: The devil is 
ſaid in ſeripture to fill the hearts of the un- 


7 t9 keep poſſeſſion of them, Al: 
wk in ihe le of diſobedience, | And 
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waly the Devil finds ce of prey, for 
 fome watch not at all, and pray not at all 
againſt him. And they that pray not, are 
ted captive by Satan at his pleaſure, and they 
do not care or defire to have his ſnare bro- 
ken, nor themſelves recovered. Friends, 
eonliger, the more you neglect prayer, the 
ſtronger your corrupiions wil grow, and the 
mere tin will encreaſe in 
more fit you will be for utter ruin and de- 
| fruttion. Bat on the other fide, the oftner 
you pray, and the more tervently you prays 


you, and more fit you are for grace and mercy; 
as. it is a. remarkable ſpeech among Mr, 
Do's ſayings, prayer will make a man give 
over Anning, or elſe fon will make 4 man 2198 
ever praying. Or friends, as ever you deſire 
10 be Aire out of the thraldom of the 
devil, as ever you deſire the ſalvation of 
your ſouls, as ever you defire to find grac 
and mercy at the hand of God, be per ade 


er. But, 

Taurtbh, Conſider, thoſe tr at are ſtrangers 
| to prayer, the God of Heaven is again 
3 them, O-dreadful.! Who are they that can 
Wy tand before s indignation? Who can de- 
bY fend him againk that arm that is omnipotent? 
1 5 The mountains quake, the Hills melt, and 
mn the very devils tremble before this God: 


err 4 God an enemy: But an n hay . 
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you, and the 


the more will fin and corruption weaken in 


10 give vourſelves to earneſt fervent PIs 


aärxre it ts dreadful to have ſo glorious and. : 
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* all them who do count his mercy 3 * 
vour not worch praying for: Thoſe that * 
not intreat this God to be reconciled, now, 
whilſt he offers to be reconciled to them, it | 
isa lign they neither value his love, nor fear — 
his wrath; therefore his wrath they muſt 2A 
I bide, except they in earneſt ſeek unto him. 
Fiftbiy, Conſider, they that are ſtrangers 
to prayer, and will not cry to God, now in 
the day of their viſitation, Whilſt pardon: 
and mercy may be had, muſt look to he neg⸗ 
lected when they are forced to cry, when 
miſery and diſtreſs cover them. O read and = 
tremble at the place in Prov. i., 26, 27 29. 1-9 
1 will laugh at Jour calamity, Ieviit mock ben I 
your fear cometh: when your fear cometh: as 
deſolation, end your deſtrudtion cometh at 4 1 
whirkvind, when diſtreſs and angulſo cometh 0 
upon you ; then ſhall they call upon me, but Twill 
n9t- anſever; they ſhall ſeek me, but they Gall 
7; fend me. Niy friends, if you will nor 
ſeck the Lord now whilſt he may be found, 
if you will rot call upon him now whilſt 
he is near, Iſalah xi. 6. 1 7% may at. laft be 
forced te ory in your any; _ __ be r. re- 
garded, VA 
S:xthiy, Conſider chat you fea] in 105 N 1 
lect of player, that quickly the acceptd 
{ime which you improve not, will be paſt 3 
and gone and then you ſhall beg, yea, ang 
beg earneſliy, but mult certainly be denied. 9 
* read in ſcripture. of calls chat have not?! 
been ace the fooliſh Wan came af- 4 
| 4 rn 
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ter the door \ was ſiut, and cried Lord, Lark, 
#þen unto us; but alas! they ſpoke when it 
was too late, therefore the reply was, 7 
Bnow you not whence you are, Matt. xxv. 10, 
11, 12, When the lich man in hell begged 
for a drop of water to cool his tongue, this 
was not granted, Late xv. to intimate that 
not the lealt mercy in hell is to be ex ected, 

nor the leaſt mitigation of torments is to be 
looked for: All then will be ready to pray, 
Lord, open the door that lets into thy king- 
dom and glory: Lord, vouchſafe a little 
reſpite, a little eaſe in che midit of our tor- 
ment. O but then God's ear will be ſtopped, 

heaven's gate will be ſhut, and mercy will 
be gone for ever. O what a madneſs is it 
then to waſte our precious time, and not 


come to the throne of grace before the day. 


af grace comes to an end! 


 Seventhly, and Laftly, If you live in the 


neglect of prayer, your mercies may turn 
to curſes, for that threatning is fulfilled upon 


them, Mal. ii. 2. I will fend à curſe upon jou, 


and curſe your blefings. Prayer will turn cyr- 
ſes into bleſſings ; afflictions are part of the 


_ curſe which are inflicted becauſe of fin : But 
Prayers altar the nature of them, and turns 
them into mercies and bleſſings; for the 


lanctification of them being begged by 


prayer, and granted, they work together 
for the good of them: Tor (faith the Apoſtla) 


affliftions yield tlie peaceable fruits of rig bio 
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ether ſide, where prayer is not, there bleſſ- 
ings are turncd into curfes, and good things 
which are received work together for the- 


| ſhame and ruin of thoſe that enjoy them, 


Common mercies are made a curſe unto 
prayerleſs perſons; ſo if they continue in 
the neglect of prayer, they muſt certainly 


miſs of thoſe eſpecial ſaving mercies reveal- 


ed in the goſpel: as pardon of fin, jultifica-. 


tion by Chriſt, adoption, ſanctification 'by- 


the "{pirit, deliverance from hell, eternal 


| happineſs in the life to me. - And God 
. hath determined and dethred in his word, 
that thoſe that will have theſe things miſt. 


| ſeek them: but if they ſeek them not by 


earneſt fervent prayer, it is a ſign they un- 


derſtand not the worth of them, and there- 
fore muſt certainly and juſtly go without 
them. God is not ſo prodigal of his mercies 


and favours; as fo fling them away won 3h 


Thoſe perſons that do not think them worth 


Pray ing for. Tlieſe conſiderations J have 


given you as an introduction to the matter 


enſuing, that you may be the more ſtirred 


up to mind what I have to write; and if you 
Have hitherto neglected prayer, that you 


would now in good earneſt ſet about it. O 
you that are ſtrangers to prayer, conſider 


that you are all this while in a moſt woeful 


and miſerable condition; for you are in 


your fins, ilaves to the devil, more ſtrangers 
to God, and under his wrath and | curſe, 5 


and if you ſhould die fn this condition, du 
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are undone for ever. Therefore ſeek unte 
the Lord by earneſt prayer that you mage: be 
delivered out of this condition. 

You want a pardon, you want Chiiſt and 
grace, and you are undone if you have not 
ou ſoul bleſſings, and you will not ply 

throne of grace- for obtaining of them : 
Friends, if you did but ſeriouſly conſider 


Four Rate and your wants, you would find 


At neceſſary to obey the words of the Apoſ- 
ile here in the text, and pray githout 
ceaſmg . Nowghe point of Doctrine which I 
Hall raiſe from theſe words is this; that it is 
Voth che duty and work of every true chriſtian 
10 pray cvitbout ceaſing. Now in my further 


bandlingthis point concerning prayer, I ſhall. 


endezvour 1ſt, to ſhew what pray er is, adly, 
What it is to pray continually, 3dly, to ſhew 
me reaſons why we ought to * muinbvur 


cafing, laſtly,to make application. 


irft, What prayer is: in ſhort, rayer is as 
" earvelt and fervent offering up 22 our deſty 

10 God by him, in the name of Jeſus Chit 

or thoſe good things that are agrecable> to 
 God's-will and our own neceſſity, now chere 
muſt concur theſe two things to make up the: 
duty of prayer, ut an earneſt and fervent. 


deſire, a. longing deſire after thoſe graces. 


and bleſſings we come to God for, for there 


of grace ard: offer a forin of wonds in a. 


| Praying way: May. a form of words, either 
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are ſome that come frequendy to the thrane: | 


nor have any deſire to attain... 
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their own compoſing: aud 0 they e come to 
God with expreſſions of Words, without an 
hearty defire after thole graces and. mercies 
they ſeem to pray for: but their deſires run 
out after other things, after their luſt, their 
covetouſneſs, and 10 10 things of this d 
and yet they will ſeem to ax might 7 
28ainſt fin, 101 geht ind 4 which they 
Have no deſire to be id of, pu for obtain 
ing of thoſe graces and ſpiritual mexcigs, 
which they are not ſenfible of * want of, 


Eu vob: he the 
will often make uſe of prayer, e er 38.4 
veil to hide and cover 3 wickednefs, and 
to ſhew themſelves to the world ta be . ; 
gfous, « or elſe a 1 to, quiet their con 
ciences in a courſe of lin; and ſo they 
make confeflio) n of fin. to. ſerve e of 
forfaking 'of an 3 and Pray 1 Z of ge- 
Eau Now fuch a. king ef prayer is a+ 
,ominable to the 4 44A this. king. 9 
pray yirg i Rene deed vo praying, buk enly, babe 
ing, diflembling, BD, mocking, ok Gods 
850 it js hing ung God x, 6 ae e, 
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and good things we pretend to pray for, 
without which our praying is no p*ayingy, 
but babbling and mecking of God, 244%, 
The other concurrence to make up the duty, 


of prayer is this, an offering up of our de- 


fires, either with the mind or voice; for if 
our; deſires are never ſo great to attain grace 
and merey, yet if we do not offer theſe de- 


fires up with mind and voice, our ſaying of 


theſe deſires alone is not praying; but where 
there are hearty fervent deſires after grace 
and mercy, and thoſe deſires are expreſſed, 


either by ſighing, groaning, whiſpering,, 


tpeaking, or by voice; this is praying in- 
deed. And this ſhall be ſufficient to ſhew 


what prayer is. 


Secondly, The next thing I promiſed f e 


ew was, what it is to pray without ceaſing. 
Now to pray without ceaſing, is not to do 


like unto that ſe&, who thought that prayer 
was to be their whole buſineſs; no, no, 
there are other duties, which God hath re- 


quired, and prayer muſt not come in the 
way of other duties, to ſhuffle them out. 


Zut in general to prox without ceaſing, im- 
plies a taking hold of, und improving of all 


_ thoſe" ſeaſons and opportunities, wherein 
and our own neceſſities call us unto: - 


1 


. = "gl this is to pray without ceaſing.” But 

moke particularly to pray without ceaſing, 
er, 
H. A being always in a diſpaſition and 
d ume to pray, Mhenſocver Gpd requires 2 © 
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The heart muſt be reconciled to the 405 of 


prayer, and fall in love with it, and come 


to the throne of grace with delight, and alto 


be continually reſiſting of that backwardnels 


and indiſpoſition to prayer, whenſoever the 


ſeaſon of prayer approaches, and always to 
watch our hearts to keep them in a praying: 


frame, 


Secondly, To pray without ceaſing, implies. | 
a praying in every ſtate and condition 'of, #8 
life it pleaſeth God to call us to; for with- 
out prayer ſickneſs will 'be unſancified, and:. - 
health will be a judgment; without prayer, 
health and proſperity will be a ſnare, ande 
wil! occaſion a forgetfulneſs of God, and aaa 
daring to rebel againſt him, and will ſerve © 
to encourage a neglect of the ſoul and of 


another world; and without prayer, adver- 


ſity will be intolerable, and if it be remoy-- 
ed, it will be in danger. Thus no condi- 
tion ſhould cauſe a neglect of prayer. 

| Thirdly, To pray without ceaſing, implies 


a perſevering i in prayer, and never to give 


over until we have our requeſt granted. 


God in his wiſdom is pleaſed ſometimes too # 
cauſe us to ftay longer for a mercy befbre ti 
comes, both to make the mercy ſweeter to + 


us when it comes, and alſo for the trial o q 
his people's patience, whether they Will! 
perſevere and continue waiting at the throne?ꝰ 
of grace; and thoſe that are true be- 
levers will be content to wait, and to ® 
wait in God's way until their prayers are 
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e 2 404 ede of Canain, wh 
he came to Chriſt for mercy, wait; though 
at her firſt ſuit, Ohriſt gave her no anſwer 


at all, yet ſhe, notwithſtanding, continued 
ber ſuit with more earneſtneſs, crying after 


him. But then Chriſt, though he fpake, yet 
gave a ſeeming denial, and told her that he 
was not ſent but only ta che loſt ſneep / of 
Jjrael: and yet ſhe would not give over, but 
_ cried again for help: but yet aftead of 
helping her, he called her deg, and told her 
that it was not meet to. take the childrens 
| bread andeaft it to the doge. Then inſtead” 
9 leaving off her ſuit; ne came io Chriſt 
wich great humility ; ſhe acknowledged Her- 
ſelf te be @ dog; ſhe acknowledged her 
own unworthineſs of mercy ;. but yet ſhe 
defpaired not, but by faith pleaded Chritbe 
mercy and bounty; telling him, Though 
Leing à dug am not worthy to be made 8 


te childrens bread, yet the dg may ent 9 


the crumbs that fall from their Maſters table... 
. Tis hews how thankful ſhe W. ud 1280 
been for the leaſt crumbs of merey; where 


upon jefus immediately commended the 
_ greatneſs of her faith; and as it were gave 


ker the key of his weafure, and bad her” 


take Whatever ſhe wanted, whether mo 


| ax herſelf, or merey for her daughter. 0 
tbaman, grant is thy faith, be it um thee toe” 
48. thi wih. Thus'I have wed what 


_ prayer ee Ir: e 
ig., 
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Thirdh, The next thing is, to give ſome 
reaſons why it is the duty and work of e&v- 
ety chriſtian to pray 2thout ccafng. | 
Firſt, We ſhovld pray continually | becaufe 
God is always ready to hear; and tho” God, 
knows gur wants, is ready At all times to 
beſtow upon us whatſoever we want, yet 
the Lord in his wiſdom would have us to- 
wait upon him by fervent prayers for thoſe. 
fpiritual good things we want: not that. 
prayer moves God, but becauſe continual | 
fervent. prayer makes us fit to receive the 
mercy we come unto him for“ If God 
mould beſtow his ſpecial ſaving mercy upon 
a ſinner before he is fit for it, the-mercy-- 
would be but little prized by him, and God 
would, have but little return of praiſes and 


tanks from him Therefore for this reg- 
ſen, God will be ſought unto for his ſpecia!k 


metcies before he will beftow them. Aften 
God had promiſed. to pardon, renew, and. 
hear ael, yer he appoints. prayer as a 
means to bring down theſe mercies before. 
he will. beſtow them, Ez#t, xxxvi. 37. For 
all this I will be inquired of by the rue 6 
Jhrael to de this for them: conſider, 1 5 
pardon. 1s. ready, and grace is ready, and 
mercy is ready to embrace you ſinners 

Salem y; We mutt pra without ceaſing, 
continually, beca.iſe Chriſt is continual 7 9 
praying for us; Chriſt prayed night and dax 
for us hen he was upon earth, eg enuntil he- 
. W 9 iis Heivew he: * 


3 
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775 continual interceſſion for us, Heb. vii. 

. Chrift in heaven is always preſenting to 
by father his ſuffering, and by his ſufferings 
and blood-ſhed, all that, we pray tor has 
been purchaſed ; the blood of jeſus Chritt 
' cries in God's ear on the behalf of thoſe. 
that pray, that the curſe that Chriſt hath bore 
may be removed from them, . that:the fin for 

which Chriſt was wounded may; be forgiven. 
them, that out of his fulnels they may re- 
ccive grace for grace, and:that for his ſake. 
they may be delivered from the. wrath 40 
come. Now, friends, if Chriſt prayed foro 
us ſo long, and fo fervently, until he was in 
an agony, and ſtill prays for us in heaven; 
| ſhall we yet loſe the benefit of all for want; 
of praying for ourſelyes? O for ſhame.! See- 
ing prying doh his part; let us do ours. 
7 hirdhy, We muſt pray without ceaſing, 
becauſe the ſpirit is always ready to help 
our infirmities, Rom. viii. 26. The ſpirit is 
ready to inſtruct us what to pray for; ſo as tot 
remove the load of this indiſpolition to this 
duty, to quicken our deadneſs in the duty, 
do enlargè our deſires after grace, and to 
| Arengthen' us to wreſtle for a bleſſing. 
Fourthiy, We muſt pray continually, be- 
._ eauſe ſatan is always ready to aſſault.us ; he. 
Los about like a roaring lion, ſeeking cohom. he 
may devour, 1 Pet. v. 8. Satan i is never idle, 
he is always following us with ſnares or 
_ temptations, our life is full of temptations, . 
3 wid. ſhall 121 not en 8 Pray ag N 
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Satan and his aſſaults ? wicked ſpirits are 
continually engaged againſt us: We wreſtle, - 
ſaid the Apoſtle, with principalities and porto- 
ers and ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places, Eph. 
N vi. 12. We had need therefore to pray with- 
out cealing, ſeeing they ceaſe not endeavour- 
ing to bring as both to ſin and ruin. 

Fifthly, and Laftly, We ſhould pray with- 
out ceaſing, becauſe our corruptiens quickly 
get ſtrength upon the leaſt neglect of prayer. 
If by our watching, praying, and wreſtling 
with God we have got ſome ſtrength and 
power againſt our corruptions, as anger, 
pride, covetouſneſs, fleſhy luſts, ſenſuality, 

and eur affectiens are moved, and mflamed 
towards God and heavenly things, and we 
are got into a ſtate of grace, yet if we once 
let down our watch, and negle& prayer, 
our corruptions will get ftrength again, and 
our graces will decay, and our love to Gd 
and holy things will decay : Now all theſe 
things confidered, we may ſee that it 1s 
neceſſary for us to take care that we be not 
careleſs, flight and negligent in our perfor, | 
"mance of this duty of prayer, but ſtir up 
ourſelves in the performance of this A 
and to pray without ceaſing. | —_ 
Thus I have done with the dofrins! part 1 
But before I proceed, I ſhall anſwer an ob- 
jection which may lie in the way. Wh 

One objection which ſome will make is 5 

this, whether they ought to pray with a 
form ? Some there be that hold a. form of © 
1 ug d ſome be N ? Now WW. 
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= Now in anſwering this objection, 1 man 
endeavour to reconcile both parties: You 
1 muſt note, that there are two kinds of pray- 
. er commanded by God: Firf, public or 
, Tamily prayer; Secondly, ſecret prayer. 
For the firſt of theſe, if you be about 
public or family prayer, and are the ſpeaker, 


* 


, 

Ii: is moſt convenient for you to pray in a ſet 

borm of words, ſuited to the general neceſſi- 
| ties of thoſe that pray with you, and the 
| neceſſities of mankind in general throughout 
;$ the world. Such forms as thoſe are already 

|  , _ compoſed by many eminent divines. I fay, 


in public or family prayer, it is moſt con- 
yenient to pray in ſuch a ſet eompuſed form 

of words, that thoſe which join with yeu, 

being acquainted with your matter, may with 

more readineſs go aleng with you in your 

expreffions. And as for the lawfulneſs of. 

F , thoſe forms, conſider that Chriſt hath given”. 
us a fet form of prayer, which is the 

Tord Prayer. Now this form Chrift hath 

given us both to be arule and pattern to di- 

rect us in prayer, and alſo to be uſed in our 

_ prayers; the command of Chriſt in Matt. vi. 

9, is in theſe words, After this manner pray 

1 Je, that is to teach us that the Lord's Prayer 

5 is given us rot only to be uſed as a form, 

dt alſo to be a rule for direfting us to pray, 

according to that pattern, But in Luke xi. 2. 

the command f Chrilt is in theſe worde, 


% when you pray jay, Our Father, &C," This is 
allo to teach us, that, the Lord's rene 5 | 


Viesa 
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575 not only as a pattern or rule, but alſo 
as a form to be uſed at the end of every 
pubtic prayer. 

Tg. conclude this, writers record, that 
fornis were uſed when our Saviour Chrilt 
was upon the earth, and Chriſt joined with 
them in rhole forms: and yet Chriſt neither 
contra icted thoie forms, nor blamed them 
for uſing them. Therefore, if your objection / 
be conc=rning public or family prayer, + 
have ſufficiently anſwered that. "Xi 

But Secondly, if your objection be concerns: 
ing ſecret prayer, I ſhall ſoon reſolve yon in 
that. If yog, aſk whether you ought to pray 
in, ſecret by a förm; This is the ſame thing. 
8s if you ſhould aſk, whether a man ought 
to make uſe of his legs, or make uſe of his 
crutches to Walk with? For you all know, 
that if a man be lame, and cannot uſe his 
legs he ought to Walk. by crutches until he 
can have the uſe of his legs, and fling his 
crutches aſide: Eyen ſo thoſe that have hi- 
therto been ſtrangers 20 prayer, and allo to 
themſelves, who are weak and have net at- 
tained unto. the gilt of prayer, and theſe 
ought to pray by a form, and to make 
ufe of ſuch forms as may lead them to 
the knowledge ,, of their own oagticulnr'® 1 
ſins, and their own neceſſities; and then, 
as {non as they can come to know themtelves - 
their own particular fins and wants ſo as 
ta caniels them, ti tneir own parrupugns and | 
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inclinations, ſo as to lament over them, their 


own temptations, ſo as to pray againi them, 


alſo their own wants, that they may beg of 
God to have them ſopplied; they they ought 
no longer to uſe a form, but to lay i: alide as 
uſeleſs, becauſe they ate able to expreſs heir 
own particular wants without it. And be- 
fides theie are no written forms of pray er, 


that can ſuit with the ſtate and conditicn of 


every particular chriſtian ; for one chriſtian 
is under one circumſtance, and another under 


another; the eſore every one ought to ſtudy 
his own fins, temptations, and wants, and 

then fall to prayer, according as he finds his 
dyn condition to be. But, for a man under 

whatſoever circumitince he be, yet for him 

to uſe a form, it is a fign he prays for he 
knows not what, To give you an inſtance or 
two, ſuppoſe you were a condemned maletac- 
tor, and were going to the king to beg a pardon 
you would not need a written form of words 


to carry vg you ; for your own condition 


would teach you what to ſay. Or, ſuppoſe 
a a beggar ſhould come to your door in a miſe- 
rable congition, ready to ſtarve with hunger, 


you would ſoon hear how hard he would 


beg, what complaints he would uſe, and what 
arguments he would make to move your pity, 
without a written form of words: Even ſo 
if you have butja true fight and ſence of 


N 2 your fin and miſery, and of your want of 
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need a written form to teach you what to pr 
to God, when-you come to the throne of 
ieee, 
Thus I hope I have ſufficiently ſatisfied 
you in anſwering this objection, whether 
you ought to pray, by a ſet form or not. 
Thus, having done with the doctrinal 
part, and anſwered theſe objections, I come 
now to the application, The firſt uſe ſhall 
be a uſe of lamentation. If it be ſuch a 
neceſſary duty of every chriſtian to pray 
without ceaſing, then what ſha we think 


of thoſe that never pray, neither with their 


families, nor yet in ſecret; They mind noth- 
ing but the things of this wor d, and the 
luſts of the fleſh, but never ſeek after God. 

Surely theſe muſt be in a fad miſerable 
condition. This is a lamentation, and | muſt. } 
be for a lamentation. . 

Secondly, The next uſe ſhall be of caution :. 
let us be cautioned againſt theſe two things: 


Firſt, Let us take heed of a formal, dull, | 


careleſs and heartleſs performance of this 
duty of prayer. And that it may be avoid- 
ed, take heed of ruſhing unpreparedly inte 
God's preſence. But if you aſk, how [ſhall 
do to prepare myſelf aright for this duty of 
prayer? I anſwer, if you would pray ſo as 
your prayers may be accepted and granted, 


you muſt follow theſe directions: 


1. Before you go to prayer, ſtudy the 
knowledge of yourſelves. Examine how 
the caſe Rands between God and your 
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4 and if you find that your defires rut heaven- 

7 wards, then examine the matter ot-your de- || - 
fires, what it is you would have God to do 4 
& for you: ſtudy your fins and wart, what || 25 


Corruption you defire to be rid of, A 
[i graces you would have God beſto Par Ho 
{> You. If you do not acquaint yowt 


that lively ſenſe ot your neceflities, which 1 
mmuſt put life into your prayers. Before you 
1 pray, conſider what fin is, what God's wrath 
and hell is, and what luſts and corruptions 

are yet in you, and what grace and mercy 
pyou ſtand in need of. And this will make 
1 you pray, and pray to purpoſe, with all your 
3 1 * 
3 2. As you go to I- ayer, take heed of vain 
Ko. and ſinful thoughts, that they do not come 
_ in and ſpoil the duty. To this end, watch 
Pour hearts, your thoughts, and your af- 
fccctions very carefully, that your heart be 
= not enſnared with the love of money, plea- 
ET fures, "Wyre Rag deſires; the thoughts 
When you come to God to prayer, 
come in ſuch humility as beſeemeth a con- 
deemned finner, and yet in the faith and bold 
mneſcs chat beſeemeth a fon and a member of 
⸗IQ))hh ot ns 0 
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as conſtant in every lawful requeſt you aſk, 
as if you ſaw your glorious Redeemer inter- 
ceeding for you with his Father. Faith and 
Hope 1s the life of prayer, and Chrift 1s 


* V 4 
N — 26 


the life of hope. If you pray, and think 


you fhall never be the better for praying, 
your prayer will have but little life; there- 


fore let a crucified and glorified Chriſt be 
always before your eyes in prayer not in 


a picture, but in thought of a believing | 
mind, See what the Apoſtle ſays to the 


Hebrews. Heb. iv. 14, 15, 16, We ave 


a great high prieft that paſſed into the heavens, 


Fefus the Son of God, that was in all points 
tempted as'we are, and yet without fin. Let us 


come therefore with boldneſs to the throne of 
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| Teſus Chriſt ; do not conceive a conceit of 
any worthineſs in yourſelves, yet take heed _ 
of any deſpairing thought in prayer; but be 


grace, that we may obtain mercy, and have 


grace to help in the time of need. Alſo Heb. 


iv. 25. He is able is ſave to the utmoſt them 
that come unto God through him, ſeting be ever 
livith to make interceſſion for them, Yea, we 


have a promiſe by Chriſt for encourage- 1 2 
ment. John xiv. 13. 1f you 4% any thing in my 0 


4. Labour hard with all your hearts, all 


the. time you are praying, to keep them in a 


reverent, ſerious, fervent frame, and fuffer 


them not to grow remiſs and cold, to turn 
prayer into lip labour, or into lifeleſs forma- 
lity; the heart may be ſenſeleſs, though the 


one 


„ e 
e 
4 : 


48 The Saint's Exerciſe, « 
voice ſeems to be earneſt, and therefore the 
heart muſt be carefully watched, and dili- 
gently ſtirred up. 

In the laſt place, the other caution I 
ſhall lay before you, is this: After you have 
done prayer, take heed of contenting your- 
ſelf with the bare performance of that 
duty, thinking your work is done when your 
prayer 1s done, but carefully examine how 
Pour thoughts have been, in what frame 

our hearts have been whilſt you were pray- 
ing, and then watch for a return of prayer. 
Do not think you have done enough, when 
you have done praying, but watch for a re- 


© turn of prayer. David had been praying, 


and chen he was reſolved to hearken what 


the Lord ſpeaks, P/alm lxxxv. 8. So the 
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church pllieving that the Lord would hear, 
reſolves to wait forhim, Mat. vii. 7. There- 
fore I will love the Lord; will wait for the 
Cod of jatvation : my God will hear me. Friends, 
if you do not watch for return of prayer, 


vou do nqt conſider what you do, or whom 
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you have to do with, in prayer. When you 


pray, you engage in an ordinance, and ſhall 


that be uſed in vain? you are therefore to 
ſtand upon your watch tower, and to obietve 
with the prophet, what God ſaid to you, 


Useb ii. 1. This is the ſecond uſe, 


. Thirdly, The third and laſt uſe ſhall be of 
exhortation, tor the ſtirring of you all up 
both to family and ſecret prater. As for 


_ Sony prayer, O'be perſuaded for the 


Lord's 
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ord's fake that you ſhould make conſcience. 
ff family prayer, not only in the evening 
ut every morning and evening. This is a 
duty that is molt ſadly neglected in this age. 
for the ſake of your immortal ſouls, do 
ot ſuffer your company, buſineſs, and the 
ielights of the world and fleſh, to rob you 
i God's love, and to ruin your body and 
foul in hell tor ever. Let me perſuade you 
o take this counſel, that what company ſo- 
er 1s at your houſe,” at unſeaſonable times, 
tel them thus: J hat is 7s noto time for you 
to be with your God, it is time for you to be at 
home, reading and praying in your families. Bur, 12 
if you cannot ſhake off your compare 
buſineſs in time, then do as Abrabhasß ö 
Gen xxii. . who ſaid to the young 
tarry herewhilf I and this lad g9 yonger N 
2007 ip. Conſider, friends, your ſouls are 
more than ten thouſand- worlds; and you 
had better neglect any thing in this World, 
than to neglect your ſouls, But having faid 
ſomething for the perſuading to family 
prayer, in my ſermon on Jaſbua sceſolution, 
need fay no more of it here. 855 
Therefore, adh, Let me alſo exhort you? 
to ſeeret prayer; for is to be feared, that 
this alſo is very much neglected amongſt us; 
nay, it is not only neglected among looſe 
prophane ſinners, but alſo it is to be feared, 
tis ſadly neglected by profeſſors, and thoſe 
that are conſtant performers of family duties. 
M that make 3 of e in 
t. 
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their families both night and morning, ye: 
follow them to their chambers or cloſets, and 
vou ſhall ſee nothing of ſecret prayer. Friends 
I can tell you, and that by woeful experi- 
ence too, that to pray aright is the hardeſt 
work in religion: and that by reaſon of 
thoſe many opportunities, pull backs, and 
hindrances. in this duty. Secret prayer is 
the greateſt enemy the devil has; he cannot 
endure that people ſhould go to pray in ſe- 
eret, becauſe-no duty can be more powerful 
in the pulling down of fatan's kingdom in 
the ſoul, and ſetting up the kingdom of 
Chriſt, than ſecret prayer. | 
Conſider that ſecret prayer, if fervent, is 
4 ſtriving againſt fin and corruption, for 
a we are ſtriving againſt fin for duty, 
and fin ſtrives for the victory; Wwhilſt duty, 
holds us up, ſin goes down, but · When duty 
flags, ſin gets up. Secret prayer if hearty, 
will make us weary of ſinning, or- elſe ſin 
will make us weary of ſuch-kind-of praying. 
And H ſecret prayer once be a weariſomeneſs 
to us, it is a bad ſign that fin gets the upper 
Hand ; there cannot be a more effectual way 
for a ſinner to kill his fin,” than by ſecret 
prayer; a ſinner never fights againſt ſin, with 
a greater zeal; nor with greater ſucteſs, than 
upon his knees. When once a ſtnner comes 
to kneel in earneſt before God, his luſt muſt 
quickly kneel to him. Our confeſhon of fin, 
and laying of it open before the Lord, our 


complaining to the Lord of it, in | 


9 4 
1 * 3 
9 * o »” 
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5 - 


the 


Te Saint's Exerciſe. 51 


the Lord againſt it, preſſing him upon his 
promile, upon his covenant to help it, theſe 
are the mightieſt batteries that we can make 
ei bor the beating down the ſtrong hold of fin, 
O be perſuaded to be inftant and conſtant in 
d fecret prayer, ſet your times for fecret prayer, 
and keep your times, and make a firm 
reſolution with yourſelves to do it. Now 
for the farther ſtirring you up to the duty of 
I fecret prayer, conſider theſe few things. 
Fir/t, Conſider that if you make conſci- 
ef ence of ſecret prayer daily and frequently, 
this would be an evident ſign of your up- 
rightneſs and fincerity ; it is a ſign that you 
ſeek God himſelf, when none but God 
knows of your ſeeking of him. He is not 

2 true chriſtian outwardly, but he is a true 
chriſtian that is one inwardly, whoſe praiſe - 
is not of men but of God, Rom. ii. 28, 29. 
But he that lives in the neglect of ſecret 
duties, though he paſs in the world to be 
never ſo good a chriſtian, yet he is in*God's 
account no better than a hypocrite. | 

| Secondly, Conſider ſerret prayer is a mar- 
vellous way to thrive in grace, and to grow 
rich towards God. By this means, faith 
will grow exceedingly, our love to God will 
abound, our ſouls will prafper. O what's 
' great benefit does he reap 8 How | 


— 


ng 
good does he find God to be unto his ſaul! 

So that he can by experience ſay with the 
Plalmiſt, P/a/rr Ixxxvi. 7. That be is plentedns q 
in mercy to all that call upon him, 
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Tue Saint's Exerciſe 
1 birdh. Conſider, ſecret prayer is a means 
to fit you for publick ordinances'; thoſe that 
are the moſt upon their knees in their cham- 
bers or cloſets, will- receive moſt benefit in 
publick. God muſt be ſought unto in ſccret, 
to fit us for publick worſhip ; thoſe that, 
before they come to hear, pray earneſtly 
in ſecret, that the goſpel may come to them 
not in the word only, but in power alſo, for 
the cutting down the ſtrong hold of ſin, and 
for the building them up in grace and holi- 
neſs : thoſe that are likely to find the goſpel 


working effectually upon them, and that is 
| the power of God for their ſalvation, Rom. 


d. 16, 17. For 1 am not aſbamed of the goſpel of 
Clarif; for it is the power of God unto ſalva- 
tion, to every one that belieneth, to the Jew 


Frſt, and alſo to the Greek. Tar therein is the 
 . righteouſneſs of Cod revealed from faith to faith : 


it Is goritten, The juſt fhall live by faith. 
Thoſe that, before they come to the Lord's 


ſupper, examine themſelves alone, beg that 


God would fetch them, and are importunate 


with God for ſtrength againſt every corrup- 


tion, as pride, covetouſneſs, envy, anger, 
malice, alſo againſt a hard heart, fluggiſh- 
neſs and dulneſs of ſpirit, diſordered affec- 


tions, ſelf-love, ſenſuality, and the like; 
they alſo that beg for all the fruits of Chriſt's | 


ſuffering, and for all the graces of his ſpirit; 


ſuch as theſe are not like to be op empty 
away. Of 
TE $A | 15 ö x : Tag 
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Fourthly, Conſider, ſecret prayer is a means 
to keep publick duties upon the heart, 


work is not done when publick exerciſe is 
over, but you.are immediately, as ſoon as. 
you come home, to go alone, and in ſeeret 
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after publick exerciſe ia ended. Vour 


to pray over the word that you have heard: 


Thus, Firſt, has any fin been laid open to 


you whereof you know yourſelf to be 


gaiky ? then confeſs it, and bewail it, and 


82 pardon for it, and For ſtrength againſt . 


and reſolve to ſet yourſelf againlt it ſor 


th time to come. Secondiy, has any” duty 90 
been preiled up on you! ? Then mention to 


God this duty in ſecret, to mene goat heart 
to perform it. 1 2 
Fif. i, Conſider, facret praxer is the way 


to hae eſpecial tokens of God's love, and 
thoſe joys that a ſtranger does Hot intermed 


dle with: - O the ſweet mel tings -and-thaw- 
ings of the heart for fin, that the ſaints 


meet with in ſecret prayer E. O. the viſits 
that the great phyſician of. ſouls does make 


to poor ſinners in this duty! and the inward 
joy, peace and comfort, that the ſaints do 
meet with in their ſecret addreſſes unto God 


by prayer And; friends, hould not thi be 


a great encouragement to-you to be fervent 


in ſecret prayer; but if all this be not en- 
couragement.cnough, . 


Couſider, in the fxtb Ry laſt place, that 
if you daily and fervently pray in ſecret, 


meditate. and examine yawrklves, and takes 5 
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Thirdly. Conlider, ſecret prayer is a mean: 
to fit you for publick ordinances; thoſe that 
are the moſt upon their knees in their cham- 
bers or cloſets, will receive moſt benefit in 
publick. God mult be ſought unto in {ccret, 
to fit us for publick worſhip ; thoſe that, 
before they come to hear, pray earneſtly 
in ſecret, that the goſpel may come to them 
not in the word only, but in power alſo, for 
the cutting down the ſtrong hold of fin, and 
for the building them up in grace and holi- 
neſs : thoſe that are likely to find the goſpel 
working effectually upon them, and that is 
the power of God for their ſalvation, Nam. 
a, 16, 17. For 1 am not aſpamed of the goſpel of 
Chrift ; for it is the power of God unto ſalva- 
tion, to every one that believeth, to the Jew 
firſt, and alſo to the Greek. For therein is the 
 righteoufneſs of God revealed from faith to faith: 
it is goritten, The juſt fhall live by faith. 
Thoſe that, before they come to the Lord's 
ſupper, examine themſelves alone, beg that 
God would fetch them, and are 1mportunate 


with God for ſtrength againſt every corrup- 


tion, as pride, covetouſneſs, envy, anger, 
.malice, alſo againſt a hard heart, fluggiſh- 
neſs and dulneſs of ſpirit, diſordered affec- 
tions, ſelf-love, ſenſuality, and the like; 
they alſo that beg for all the fruits of Chriſt's 
ſuffering, and for all the graces of his ſpirit; 
ſuch as theſe are not like to be ſent empty 
away. | | | | | 
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Ani, Conſider, ſecret prayer is a means 
to keep publick duties upon the heart, 
after publick exerciſe is ended. Vour 
work is not done when publick exerciſe is 
over, but yoware immediately, as {00n | as- 
you come home, to g9 alone, and in ſecret 
to pray over the word that you have heard: 


Thus, Fir, has any fin been laid open to 
you whereof you know yourſelf to be 


ga:lty ? then confeſs it, and bewail it, and 


beg pardon for it, and For ſtrength againſt 5 
it, and reſolve to ſet vourſelf againſt it for 


the time to come. Secondly, has any” duty 


been preſſed npon- you? Then mention o 
God this duty in ſecret, to inclus 5 OY heart 


to perform it. 1 


Fig. iy, Confider, frorer: prayer is the way 
to have eſpecial tokens of God's love, and 


thoſe joys that a ſtranger does dot intermed- 
dle with. O the ſweet meltiangs and thaw- 
ings of the heart for ſin, chat the laints 


meet with in ſecret prayer f O .the viſits 


that the great phyſician of, ſouls does make 


to poor ſinners in this duty! and the inward *: 
joy, peace and comfort, that the ſaints do 


meet with in their ſecret addreſſes unto God 
by prayer! And, friends, hould not this be 
a great encouragement to. you to ve fervent 
in ſecret prayer; but if all this be not en- 
couragement enough, 


Coafider, in the / fxth and 72g place, that 


if you daily and fervently pray in ſecret, 


meditate and mv yourſelvcs, and takes 
Gy: 2 Paine 
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pains with your own hearts in ſecret, God 8² 
will reward you openly. This is the argu- N* 
ment that Chriſt uſeth, to enforce ſecret 
prayer, Nat. vi. 6. Mbenethou prayeſt, enter 
into thy ciget, and ſhu the door, and pray to thy 
Father to kich is in ſecret, and thy father which + It 
eib in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly, As 
| ſecret wickedneſs ſhall be openly puniſhed, 

fo ſhall ſecret duties be openly rewarded ke- 
fore men and angels at-the laſt day, 5 

Now in the next place I ſhall give you 
ſome directions for the; attaining of the gift 
of prayer, and alſo furniſh you with;matter ' 
for prayer, who are bare of matter, as well - 
as, for the help of thoſe who are of a weak ' 
capacity: And becaule L Would omit no- 
thing that might be for the good of ſouls, 
that may be a means and way ta help them 
to heaven, Lhave now through the help of 
God, writ dne treatiſe more upon this ſub- 
ject, to direct you hays. to attain the gift of- 
prayer, and ſuppl you with matter for 
prayer, with ſome directions for ſhort ejacu- 
latory prayer, and the Lord give youunder. 
e VF 


The Zad of the FIRST PART. 


T HR 
Saint's Duty and Exerciſe: 


Or, an Earneft: 


„ lavitation to the: Throne of 
8 - _GAACE. 


The Second Part. 


TarE 88. V. 17 Pray. with-- 
out: ceaſing. 


N-my firſt {The Saint's Duty and Exerciſe 5 

A ſhewed, 

1, What prayer is. 

24h, J gave ſome reaſons why we ſhould | 

ray without ceaſing. 

34h, and /aftlyy I made ſome application: 

here, 

1. I gave an uſe of Lamentation. 

2. An uſe of Caution. 

3. An uſe of Exhortation. But, 

Becauſe this duty of prayer is of ſo great 
canſequence, that the right performance of 
it ſhews a man or woman to be in a converted 
and renewed ſtate, and in their way to hea- 
ven and eternal glory, but the neglect of this 
great - duty ſhews plainly; whatever they 

\ think af themſelves, that 27 are yet in their 
14 uncon- 


* =p, 
mg — — 2 pm hn 
3 8 z 7 - 
a — 3 7 ” 


— pn — ns + * 


——— — 


f 
{ 
7 „ 
34 


/%- conclude ttis ſubject. 
FO N 


56 E Saint's Exerciſe 


uneonverted and uprenewed fate, and ſo in 
the hroad way to hell and damnation: I 
mall therefore {by the kelp-of God endea- 
vour to do according to my. promiſe in the 
Erſt book; that is, to enlarge my uſe of 
exhortation. 

. By fhewing you how you ſhall attain 
unto the gift of prayer, and by v WAR means 
vou may come to be furriſted with nratter 
for Prayer, hat are barren of matter. 


. 
{ 


2819, I ſail give you fome directions, 
concerning ſhort ez: Chulat tory prayer. | 
34/y, 1! you are dead and dull, I ſhall in 
the laſt vlace give you ſome anch one, ho 
you may get your hearts enlivened” and. 
dicke ned, and how you may come to be 
fervent and } earty in pray 1, and ſo I all 


-Now in the firſt piace, do as one of Chriſt's 
= Miles did, fs xi; 1. wha came t6 Chriſt, 
and defired Le teach them to pray, even 
as Jobi taught his diſciples; fo 20 you to 
God in the name of Chriſt, and deſire him 
to teach you to pray : Say, Lord teach me to 
pray. Be z for God's holy ſpa: it, that he 
would - help you to pray, and af you in 

rayer, and put words into your mout n; for 
it is the ſ-irit t hat mt he Ip your. infrmities, 
ſaith the Aae Roin. viii. 28, For we Ane 

not obat lo pray for as eve caught; But the ſpirit” a 
uf, If march interceſſon fer. ai, with groans | 

that cannot! be expreſs ed. And if you, come ö 
Wich an earneſt deſire of the ſpirii's help, he. 
will) i 


; Die Saint's Exerciſe 


=: All aht you. But this is is not all, for _ : 
2, Jate other means that! you mult uſe, if you de- | 
the fire to attain unto the gift of prayer. ; | 
of Fr, You mult labour to be well acquain- s 
red with yourſelf; fludy well your, hearts 
in Nand lives, and ſtudy truly the word and will 
ns of God, and all. the branches of the Ten 
er Commandments, which you may do by the. 
help of the Aſemblys Catechiſm, or any other 
„ book which explains the Ten Command- 
ments. Study Alſo the meaning of the Lord's. 
Prayer, and there you. will fad how ſhort you, "of 
come of. ſanifying God's Name, and d doin _— 
of his will, and how far the kingd gdom, 8 8 
grace is fron coming into your. ſouls, W 1en.. 
you experience the kingdom of lin and, ſign 
to reign there ſo much. 
Seco ndiy, For the furniſhing. you with? mate 
ter for 7 prayer. In the next place, kus 
God and Chriſt, and labour to know, hin 
in his nature, attributes and works, and e [, 
pecially labour to be acquainted, | with 199 
dealings towards) you, and then you TRE 
what a holy ane righteous" law you. | dren 
What a God you have offepfed, even your, 
maker, preſeryer and hene factor. G. | 
more ſtudh well I'the tr truth and faithfulneſs Ou, | 
God, and then you "it ee What romiles. | 
ybu have ſlighted, and What threatning ZEA | 
* have 9 a thele thips gg will aufg 
you to agg a vate your fins in ec Ne & ; 5 


O in 


19 


them, and beſides, they will make you. N 8 
more. carne) in begging pardon tor them, 5 
C . 3 


38 The Saint's Exerciſe 


and to ſtudy God's great goodneſs to you, 
and to think on the ſeveral kinds of his 
mercy, which he has beſtowed upon you, 
both for your.ſquls and bodies, For inſtance 
by what wonderful mercy your lives are pre- 
ſerved, and you ſaved from all fa ngers, 
when "there are ſo many diſterapers,. and 
ſuch. a multitude of caſualties and dangers. 
And to this end, he rengws. his mercy to 
you every ee and every night, and eye- 
ry hour; he al ſo by his good hand of provige ence 
feeds you with the fruits of the earth, gives 
them virtue to nouriſh you, and gives you 
an appetite to digeſt them: alſo he continues 
your eaſe, whilſt many others | zare in pain 
and miſery: alſo he continues the fi ight of. 
your eyes, and the uſe of all your ſenſes 7 
and members, and gives you ſweet and com- 
fortable reſt, and comfortable habitation; 
and beſides, the great merey of all is, you, | 
being in a loſtand undone ſtate and condition,, 
he delivered up his dearlybeloved ſon a ſacri- 
fice upon the croſs, that by. " his, ſu ufferings. 
and death he might delivery 5 — hell 
and eternal yrath, and prag fm and 
ſalvation” for vou; arid upon this account he 
| hath given: you the light of his holy word 
and polphl.; he hath yen you his abbath 
and his ihiniſters and his holy, ſpiriz ta. teach 
__ and inſtruct \ ou in the way to heaven and 
Hhappinels. ow, if you will but ſtudy all | 
| thele 85 of mode; what abundanee of, - L 
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atter will you find for praiſe and thankſgiv--. 
ng! Study alſo what temptations you daily 
eet withal in the world; what ſnares, baits. 
End allurements you often meet with, promp- 
ting you on to pride, luſtfulneſs, wantonneſs, 
coyetouſneſs, intemperance, malice or re- 
venge, and how apt you. are to be overcome 
9. by thoſe temptations, and then you will find 
matter enough to pray for power and ſtrengtn 
againſt thoſe temptations, that you be not 
overcome. Study alſo what a victory you 
hove got over ſuch and. ſuch luſts, and then 
you will find matter of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving to God for giving you that victory, 
as the Apoſtle did, 1 Cor. xi. 17. Alſo you 
will find matter to bewail and lament over 
thoſe fins and carruptions.that you cannot 
yet find you have got any victory over. 
Thirdly, Study well the fulneſs of Chriſt, 
and your own emptineſs, and this will furniſh | 
you with matter of prayer. Conſider, that 
in Chriſt there is fulneis of grace, there ig... 
power to repent of ſins pait, N &rength 
againſt corruption, these is power enabling 
the finner to lay hold of Chriſt by a ſaving... 
faith: there is the grace of divine b 
holy fear, of patience, of. graces implanted > 
in nature, byt they are all purchaſed by the 
blood of Chriſt, and they, are all hid in 
Chriſt, to be · beſtawed. i pon all ſueh as ear- 
netftly defire them, and ſeek and labour by = 
+ hearty fervent prayer for the obtaining ß 
them, Ca. i. 9. For it plegſetb the fathtr, 3 3 
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in him ſball all fulneſs. deurll. So in John i. 
15. Fer of his fulneſs all have received graee- 
. for grace. Friends, if you did but once 
come to ſee the fulneſs of Chriſt, and your 
own emptineſs, you would never ceaſe cry-. 
ing unto him, until your ſouls are repleniſh- 
ed With thoſe ſaving graces which are pur- 
chaſed for loſt finners, and laid up in Chriſt. 
Vou know that a child, when he ſees a ped- 
lar's pack opened, and therein ſo many 
things, will cry to his father, father, give 
me this or that: So yau would cry to God, 
your heavenly father, for fach and ſuch 
heavenly graces, if you did but once come 
to ſee the riches of Chriſt, and your own 
wants and neceſſities.” , 
- Fourthly, Obſerve how the caſe goes with 
the church and people of God, and how the 
caſe goes with your neighbours and relations, 
and with the family where you dwell, in re- 
ſpect to their ſouls; and this will furniſh you. 
With matter of prayer and interceſſionn 
*Fiftbly, Joi as often as you can with. 
praying perſons, and of them you may learn : 


— oo oo 1 

'Sixthly and Laſth, for your help, get ſome 
forms of prayer by heart (out of a book) and 
make uſe of them, until by them you e me 
to Eno your own ſins, and wants, and 0 
can pray better without them. But I need 
not: ſend you to a prayer-book to learn to 
pray; do but ſtudy and confifer well upon, 
What. J have wrote in this little book, and 

My . þ y follow 7 
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to move you to ſome ſhort breaking forth of b 
your nd 
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follow this rule; namely, ſtady well your ſins, 
corruptions and temptations, your wants, 
and your daily mercies, and then vou will 
be furniſhed with matter enough for” Faded 
Thus have Ifiniſhed the firit thing I pro- 
miſed, that is, to ſhe you how you ſhall at- 
tain che gift of prayer, and to, furniſh you 
with matter, who are weak and. barren of 
matter, I ſhall be brief in the other two. 
Secondly, T promiſed alſo to give you ſome 
directions concerning Ihort cjaculatory pray- 
er; and this is a ſudden. lifting np. of the 
heart to God i in a ſhort phraſe, which maß 
be done at any time, or in any place or com- 
pany, eſpecially when you are alone, when 
you are at your work, or when you are walk» 
ing or travelling by the way; then you may. 
often lift up your hearts to God in ſome hort 
prayer, and yet no hindrance to you in what 
you are about : and beſides you may meet 
with ſome caſualties, or ſome temptations, 
or ſome motions may come into your mind. 


to God, and as occaſion ſerves, 
learn to-plead: with God, and plead his . 
tri utes: Lanes... 

Firſt, When: you chance to meet with . 
templing ortenſnaring object, ſo that you are 
afraid of being caught in the deyil's hook, 
then plea God: $ omniſcency, thul hint ks 

O moſh; wiſe,  ennipotent, .all-ſeeing. and all. 
Mong, God, from whom na ſecret thing can he: 
8 e 2 15 and GAR... 


ee 


6 * The Saint's E xeretſe.”.. 5 


n thaghts afar off. I pray thee give me gra 
tat I may ſee thee altoays before mine eyes, an! 
be mindful of my appearance at the bar of thy 
Fu/tice, that I may not dare to venture upon that - 
in that Lam, now tempted te. 
Secondly, If you find any fin or lift like to 
overcome you, then plead God's power. and 
all ſuffieiency thus: | 

O #lmighty, great and goricus Lord G od, 
whoſe frength-is made perfect in weakneſs, I 
pray thee, ætrording to thy . almighty power, _ 
Arengthen me with. thy grace, that I may by _ 
thy help be enabled. ta overcome this fin, i . 
luſt, this: vanity. - 

Thirdly, If for want of taking heed you 
chance to be overtaken, and fall into any _ 
kind of ſin, then plead the mercy and good- © 
neſs of God, and the merits of Chriſt, for 
your pardon: thus: | 
O wmoſt merciful, graciaus, end hving furber 
in Chriſt,  Fhumbly entreat thee, for bi» bitter 
death and bloody paſſion's ſake, that thou wouldſt = 
pardon and forgive me this fin, and give me 
grace to riſe again by true repentance, and to 
be amore watch! oper my beart ane ifs, for. the 
time do come. | 

Whenſoever you think upon your natural 

ollutions· and defilements, then Piead che 
belineſz of God thus: 

O meſt holy, -boly, holy Lord C of. Jabbath, . 
7 art of purer «eyes than to behold iniquity. © 

pray ther waſh away my fins in the blood of Fe 5 
i Briſt, ſanctiſy «> nature; lt e 
Le 4 02 dead $007 ks ; <8 
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But to be ſhort, if you are under any doubts 
Joer. fears, or under any kind of affliction, then 
plead the wiſdom of God, that he. would 
work all things abput for. your good, 
Alſe when you are going to read, or hear 
the word of God, then plead God's truth. - 
J and faithfulneſs, that, for his truti?s ſake, 
he would give you grace to hearken to his 
counſels, obey his precepts, embrace. his 
promiſes, and ffand inawe of histhreatnings. 
Laftly, Once more when you are going 
about the ſet duty of prayer, and find your- 
jelf to be dull and unfit for that duty, then- 
plead the quickening ſpirit of God, thu : 
O infinite, eternal and everlaſting God, who , 
art life itſelf, and giveſt life and being to all 
creaturgs, and by the virtue of Chriſts Ræſur- 
rection, will one day raiſe the dead out of their -* 
groves : I beſeech thee alſo, by the ſame virtue, 
that thou wouldeſt quicken my dead and dull ſpi- _ 
rit : ſuffer me not to bring. a dead ſacrifice before 
« living God ! bet take from me deadneſi, dul. 
nefs and drowſineſs, or what fo hinders or in- 
diſpoſeth me to duty. Quicken me, I pray thee, 
to duty; and guicten, me in duty; inſpire in me, 


” 


"A 


* 


py * 


1 beſeech thee, a new ſpiritual life; and this. Þ- + 
. 
Thus I have endeavour'd, as plain as 1 
would, to put words into your months, and 
teach you ho to pray, both by a ſet duty, 
and by ſhort ejaculations. To conclude all, 
when you are going. to pray, labour. to ſtir | 
ap your Jouly into e and lege belioe,r. 
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of dhe untern things of another world ; and A 
pray, as if you ſaw them before your eyes, 
as if you faw. God in his glory, as if you 
ſaw, heaven and hell, the glorined and che 
damned, Chriſt in heaven interceeding for 
YOu... Such a beheving. fight as this will 
make you ſerious, and pray to purpoſe 
with all your hearts. Thus by following 
of theſe rules you will, by God's "APs ob· 
ef in prayer: 


New FE thiſe things; and the Lord gi E 
ou pores ein od; | 
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THE 
"a JACCEPTED TIME: 
ou Wy A * 
| Day of SALVATION. 
il 


ſe FF 2 Con. vi. Part ol Verſe 2 
8 
a OP ot now 13 the Acteptech 


Time. Behold, now is le N 
of Salvation. 


He © occaſion « theſe aged may be 
then from the words immediately 
betore the text, which arc the Lord's own. 
words, ſpoken by the mouth of. the prophet” 
Hnial Alix. 8. laying, I Fave heard tbes in 4 
time accepted, and in a day of ſalvation I helped 
thee, Or, as it were, from the words before 
the text, In a day of ſalvation have I ſuc- 
eour'd thee, And from thence the apoſtle 
takes oecaſion to ſhew us when that accept- 
ed time, and day of ſalvation ie, wherein 
God hears us and aocerts us, and that he 
doth hear, in the words of my text, Behola,.. 
now is the acteptea lime; behold, now is. "the 
day of ſalcatiuu. . 
From theie words [ mall; gather this) ge- 
nern oblervation.- ; 
That the only time to make our peace 
with God, and thereby te obtain*mgrey and 
ahh ation, is now, this preſent-feafon ok 
NE. gs grace. 


s; 


* 


grace; the time preſent is the only aceeꝑta. 
ble time, for, Bebuld now is the accepted time, 
behold, now is the day of (alvation. | 

The text affoxds us theſe two general parts. 

Firſt, Here is a double note.of attention 
Behold! Bebold! 

Secondly, Here is the ſubje& matter to le- 
bold, that is, Now is the accepted time: and, 
Now is the day of ſalvation... 

Fir/t,, Here is a double note of attention, 
Behold! Behoidt Now to behold: a thing, is 
to take great notice of it, and to obſerve it, 
and to mind it; and we may be fure, that 
whenſoever we. are called upon to behold a « iſ : 
thing, it muſt be, ſomething of very great 
concern, there are many things that are not 
worth beholding, for if. you mind it, yu 
may find it in the ſcriptures, that when any 
thing is mentioned, that is of a greater con- 
. cernment than others, tis always brought 
1 in with this note, Bebe d! As Jer. 1. 12. 
: Bebold, and ſee, if there be any forrod The unto : 

cy ſorrow...A matter of great concernment. 
So John i. 22. Behold! the Lwmb of God. 
that taketh away the fins of the world; and 
F many. others. N ow there cannot be a matter 
* of greater concern than this in my text, that 
|. ̃ be is the accepted time, and nota is the day of .- 
 fatvation, A thing which concerps our Win- 
ning or loſing of heaven for ever: a thing 
which concerns our everlaſting peace, or our 
everlaſting woe; that now is the time, when. 
i we in carneſt ſeek for mergy, we may... - 
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5 have it; now is the time, when if we ſeek. 
and deſire grace, pardon, and ſalvation, we 
ſhall be accepted; but afterwards all our 
praying, crying, and 1 intreating, will be in 
vain. Now M hat, can be more worth our 
beholding than, this? This is a matter 
which concerns ourſelves, and it is of the 
greateſt concernment. in the world; there - 
fore this, requires a double note of attentiaa, 
and to put us in mind of it; Behold! » 
Bebold ! 4 
"Ando. J paſs, Stonth, from the note 
bebold, to the ſecond general part, the ſub- 
ject matter to bebs/d, and that alſo. is dou- 
ble : .. Behold now is the: accepted time, bebotm.... 
wory #5 the day. . ſalvation. Now, tho the 
accepted time, and the day of ſalvation, _ 
are two.words, yet in ſenſe they, are one 
and the ſame, For the accepted time is our 
day of ſalvation, . and our aay of ſalvation | 
1s the accepted time; wherein, if we 8 
edly ſeek the Lord, and turn to him by true 
repentance, we ſhall be ſure to be accepted, 
pardoned, and ſaved; For, Behold now ic 
tbe accepted time, and the day of ſalvation. 
Now in the further proſecution of this 
ſubject, I ſhall proceed after this manner. 
Firſt, J ſliall ſheyv. you, that with us there 
is ſuch a time as an accepted time, and day 7 — 
ſalpation. 
_ *Secondh, J ſhall ſhew vou the ſeaſon when 0 
this: axrated time, and day of Js is. | 
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Thirdly, The reaſon cf. it, And, 

Laſtly, The application. 

i itall begin with the firſt, and ſhew 700 
that with us there j is ſuch a iu and day o 
afeation. And frjf, in reſpect of the fallen 
angels, who never had ſuch a ſeaſon of time 
allotted them. Alas! they committed but 
one fin againſt God, and tha: but only in 
thought, axd yet for that one fin they were 

thruſt out of heaven and reſerved in chains 
of darkneſs unto the dreadful day of judg- 
ment, They being once fallen, had never 

a day of ſalvation offered them, they never 
had one moment of time allotted them, up- 

on the improvement of which they might 
have been reſerved to mercy. Therefore, if- 
they ſhould pray and cry, and entreat che 
Lord never ſo earned, that he would for- 
give them that one fin and reſtore them. once 
more to mercy, yet they ſhall never be 
regarded, Chriſt ſuffered not for them, there- 
Was not one drop of blood ſnied to waſh a- 
way their fins. For he took not upon him the 
zature of” angelt, ane the foes of Abraham, 
He wi. 16. 

Secondary, There | is wich us ſich. time, an- 
accepted time, and d WA of {aivation, in op- 
otto, 0 choſe damned ſouls that ate now 
in hell. I's true the: Jcvils being once fallen, 
never bad mercy offered chew, they never | 
had one minute uf time afforged them eg 
work ov: their Hlvation, whereas theſe dat 
Ad weiches once bad mercy offers them... 


and Day of Saly ation. ; 69 
hut they deſpiſed i it ; they once had a a 


o ſalvation, a time wherein they might 
bave been accepted : : alas | they had many 
a call from God, time after time, many a 
o, fecret motion from his ſpirit; they once 
o heard many a ſermon, and enjoy'd many a 
en | fabbath ; God waited upon them time after 
ne time, year after year, whilit they continued 
ut in their rebellion againſt him, but alas! alas! 


n they finned away all their precious oppor- 


e tunities : All this time they might have 
been accepted, if they had Any to God 
in earneſt. But lo! Now the day of grace 
is concluded, the door of hope is for ever 
ſhut againſt them, now they are left in a far 
more miſerable condition than the fallen 
angels are in; for once they had a ſeaſon of 
grce put into their hands, but they wilful- 
ly loſt it, and triffled it away, long did God 
walt and call upon them from one time to 


another, by his ſpirit, and by his meſſen - 


gers; but they wearied out his patience, 
grieved his ſpirit, deſpiſed his meſſengers, 
abuſed his goodneſs : Alas! the devils will 
never have ſuch conſiderations as theſe to 
torment them, as theſe damned ſouls now 
have. 

Thirdly, There is ſuch a time as an accep-_ 
ted time, and day of ſalvation, in oppoſition | 
to what ſhall be with us hereafter; if we let 
it flip, when we come to hell we ſhall be 

in the fame miſerable condition that thoſe 


damned ſouls are in, that are eee | 
ohfider, 
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* Conſider, that men being created in a holy 
- 8nd righteous ſtate, and we being fallen, if 
* God had not found a way for our recovery, 

we had been left in as miſerable a condition 
* as the loſt angels were. But God, of his 
© unſpeakable mercy, lobked in tender love 
upon loſt mankind, and gave his dearly be- 

löved ſon to Tuffer and die for us; and fer 


his ſake he hath afforded every one of us a 


day of grace, which if we duly improve in 
turning to God, in receiving of this his ſon, 
as he is offered, we ſhall be accepted, par- 


dbned, and ſaved; but if we ſquander 


away this precious ſeaſon, in following va- 
*nity and foolery, in ſatisfying our luſts, and 
phaſing ourſelves until the door of mercy 
e ſhut, 6ur damnation will be far more 


| great, than if we never had ſuch an oppor- 


tunity put into our hands. This is the firſt 
head, there is with us ſuch a time as an 
accepted time, and day of falvation. : 
Secondly, I ſhall thew when this accepted 
time, and day of ſalvation is; that is, it is 
now : Now is the accepted tine, and now is 
the dey of /afvation. The apoſtle doth not 
ſpeak it in the future tenſe, that ſoon after 
will be an accepted time: Tho' you continue 
in your fins for a while, rebelling againſt 
God, grieving his pirit, and provoking him 
to wrath, yet if yeu turn to God hereafter, 
you ſhall be accepted; no, but he ſpeaks in 
the preſent tenſe, Sebold, nat is the accepted 
time, all mankind” are in a miſerable ſtate 


4 2 
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ly yy nature; and it is how that the terms of 
"if mercy are offered you, and an opportunity 
y of grace put into your hand, mark what our 
in | Saviour faith, Mat. xxi, 26. Agree with thing 
1 adverſary quickly, whil/t thou art in the ro 
« || with him; leaf at any time the adverſary dett= 
_ | ver thee tothe judge, and the judge deliver thee 
ö 

i 

| 


to the officer,” and thoz be caſt into priſon; ve- 


ly 1 jay unto "thee, thou fhalt not come but 


hence, till thou haſt paid the utmoſt farthing. 
Now God is our adverſary, for we are all 
by nature enemies to God by reaſon of ſin, 
but yet God, of his tender love, hath given 
us terms of reconciliation; agree therefore 
' with him quickly, before his juſtice has 
ſeized upon thee, and thou be deliver'd to 
the officer, the devil, and then thou ſhalt 
by him be-caſt into the priſon of hell, and 
there thou muſt lie in extream and intolera- 
ble torments, until thou haſt paid the utmoſt 
'« farthing of Gods": juſtice, which cannot 
be to all eterhity.” Oh! therefore agree and 
make your peace with your God quickly, 


"*whilſt thou art in the way with him: And 
now you are in 2 fair way with him to 7 | 
reconciled, for he offers you terms of metcy, 
he hath ſhewed you in his word by what 
means you may come to make an agreement 
with him. 2 Cor. xx, And if God fo ear- 
: tneftly defires our reconciliation with him, in 
what a fair way are we then with God, to be 
reconciled. But continue in your uncon- _ 
verted ſtate, and in your enmity with 1 „ 
8 SY . _ *Rthie 


4 


Je The e 


lietle longer, until the ſeaſon of grace be a 
an end, and God hath ſhut againit you the}; 
door of mercy, then God and you will be 
rreconcilable forever; then all your prayers, 
tears, and endeavours, ſhall never be a accep- 
ted; then nothing remains but the priſou of 
hell, and to be caſt chere to.remain for ever 
"and ever, Therefore as Eliphas ſaid to 7, 
fo ſay I to you, Job. xxii. 21, Acquaint now 
thyſelf with him, and be at peace, thereby gred 
Seal come unto thee, for behold now is the 
time that thou _maycſ{t, be. accepted. But 
more particularly to ſhew you w hen this ac- 
cepted time and any of jafvation is, it is now, in 
this life; for there is no making our peace 
| with God after death. T herefore ſaith S- 
mon, Eccl. ix. 10 WW hatjoever thy band find- 
eth to do, do it with thy might ; for there is 
no work ror device, nor knatuledge, nor wijaam, 
in the grave whither thou geg. 
Now, through God's grace, you may be 
converted; if yet, you are encmies to God, 
you may be reconciled; yet, if you are in 
your ſins, you may be pardoned ; if yet you 
Are in a Rate of damnation, you, may be 
brought into a ſtate of ſalvation; but when 
once death has thut your eyes, then your 
condition will be unalterable for ever: 7 
nut work the work of him that ſent me whil/t 
it is day, for the night cometh zoben 20 man 
can work, 15 
But, yet, tHo the time of this life b the 
, time, and day x Jaivatian ; yet ey 


. 
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ime of a man's life may not be an accepted 
ime with him; for with ſome the day of al- 
Spation lafteth all their life long, and with 
Tome it doth not: therefore well might the 


Py prophet cry out: Va. iv. 6. Seel ye the Lord 
ö of hl he may be found, call on him while he is 


„er fo diligently, Heb. xii, 17. I ſhall there- 
% fore ſhew you {ome certain ſeaſons of man's 


Ver Bar; for there may come a time, that the 
10 Lord will not be four tho he be ſought ne- 
p 


e ute, which if we have but wiſdom to know 
'* || them, and grace to improve them, I need 
but little more than name them, 

: Firſt, The time of youth 1s the acc a. 


time. Remember thy creator in the Days of thy f 
youth, ſays Solomon, Eccleſ. xii. 1. | 
Secondly, The time of health and firength 
is the accefted time, In the old law, that 
which was offered up in ſacrifice, which was 
torn, blind or lame, was not accepted ; this 
ſhews, that thoſe who ſpend the beſt of their 
days and ſtrength in the work of the devil, 
and then think to give themſelves up to God, 
when fickneſs, lameneſs, and feeble old age 
comes; muſt never look to be accepted; God 
will not be put off with the devil's leavings. 
Thirdly, The time of the goſpel is the ac- 
cepted time Praying-oppoztunit ſermon- 
opportunities, ſabbath rer ker ſacra- 
ment opportunities, theſe are ſea 57 of ſalva- 
tlon, for we knew not how ſoon God may re- 
move our candleſtick out of this place, and 
ke from us the means of grace; and then 
de e of grace will by at an end 
D . 


— 


N 


*, 1 


2m x =" 
e 7 M1 y a * 
Pay 4 LSE 1 ky . 0 
L . , 4 : » \ 
N "i "8 7 2 ” 
* „ 7 1 Na . ' 3 
Fs x 75 " » 


74 The Accepted Time, 


Courſe of life. Then, it may be, the ſpirit, 


xr as Sh. 
2 


* 4 3 \ « ' 


Fourthly, and Laſtly, The time of God Und t 
ſpirit working and ſtriving in the heart offf,;,, v 
wicked men, is the accepted time, and theyſſſ; - (1 
that obey the calls of God's ſpirit when he / 
ſtrives, ſhall be ſure to be accepted, let it bei aal 
at what time ſoever, whether it be in youth F 
or old age. God's ſpirit is compared to 
Noah's dove, which Noah ſent out of the 
ark, and it returned to him again and again: 
but when he ſent the dove out a third time, 
It never returned to him more. So the 
ſpirit of God, hath its goings and comings; 
it comes at one time into the heart of a fin- 
ner, and ſecretly calls upon him to repent, 
and become a new creature: But the ſinner 
perhaps ſtifles theſe good motions, quenches 

the ſpirit, and continues ſtill in his ſinful 


departs, and then comes again and again, 
and at laſt, the ſpirit being often reliſted, 
and grieved, he is provoked finally to depart, 
and never to trouble him more; and then 
grace is departed and he is immediately de- 
livered up to a hard heart and a reprobate 
mind that ſhall never repent. And when 
once he is brought to that paſs, then all the 
ſermons, and all the prayers in the world, 
will never do him any good. Oh! there- 
fore have u care of quenching and grieving 
the holy ſpirit of God, when it ſecretly ſtirs 
and works in your hearts; but be careful to 
obey its motions, leſt the ſpirit being grieved, 
' withdrawsitſelihnaly, and never returns more 
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and then your accepted time and day if ſaloa- 
ion will have an end. New with us there 
is ſuch a time as an accepted time, and day of 
alvation z and that for theſe two reaſons. I 
ſhall but juſt name them, 

Firſt, That thereby the ſaints might have 
occafion for ever to magnify the free grace of 
God, that he hath not left them to periſh in 
this miſerable itate, but hath offered them 
terms of mercy, and hath put an opportunity 
of ſalvation into their hands, and hath given 
them grace to improve it. 

Secondly, that thereby thy wickedneſs 
may be left without excule, for there is never 
a damned ſoul in hell that can plead this, 
that they never had a day of grace. O! it 
would be a great leſſening of their torments 
if they could plead fo. Alas! there never 
was à man or woman, ſince the creation of 
the world, but hath had a ſeaſon of grace; 
there was never any that yet lived, be their 
lives ſhort or lo ng, but who, before they die 
have mercy offered them, and an accepted 
time to ſeek it in. Therefore the wicked 
ſhall be left without excuſe: nav, it will add 
much to their torments to conſider, that they 
once had a ſeaſon of grace and ſalvation, and 
yet wilfully loſt it. O let every one there- 
fore, both fmall and great, behold and con- 
ſider T hat now is the accepted time, Mig 090 7s 
the day of 2+ a 
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m APPLICATION. | 
n HE firſt uſe that I ſhall make of this, 
| ſhall be a uſe of terror to all ſuch as 
3 ſquander and trifle away the precious ſeaſon 
olf grace and ſalvation. Friends, you have 
hhhhaeeard that God's ſpirit will not always ſtrive 
with man: God is not bound to wait all a 
man's life long. If God continues waiting 
from one time to another; and yet you turn 
a deaf ear to his calls, and flight his warn- h 
ings, and will go on reſolutely and preſump- 1 
tuouſly in your ſin: O read and tremble, in 
that dreadful place of ſcripture, Prov. i. 22. 
to the end, Mark here how lovingly God 
expoſtulates with wicked men, ſaying, How 
lung ye fimple ones, will you love iniquity ; and 
ye ſcorners delight in ſcorning ; and ye fools hate 
knowledge ® And then ſee his loving call and 
invitation, ver. 23. Turn at my reproof. And 
Alo his gracious promiſe. Behold J will pour 
but my ſpirit upon you, I will make known my 
_evords unto you. But yet all his loving ex- 
poſtulation, invitation and promiſe, prevail- 
ed nothing with them, they would run on in 
their evil courſes for all that ; therefore ſee 
what God faith to them now, ver 24, Be- 
cauſe I have called and ye refuſed, I have ftretch- 
ed out my hand and no man regarded, but ye have 
ſet at nought all wy counſels, and would none of 
muy reproof, I will alſo laugh at your calamity, 
>... and will mock when your fear cometh; when . 
Fear cometh as a whirlvind, when deſtruftion 
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and anguiſh cometh upon them; then ſhall they . 
call upon me but I will not anfuer ; then fhall 
they Jeek me cariy but ſhall not find me; they 
baied knowledge, and did not chuje the fear of 
the Lord. It is a common proverb among 
us. ; | 
He that would not whilſt he may, 

When he would he ſhall have 7ay. 

This was the very caſe of Eſau; he was 


hunting, and following his fleſhly delights, 


when God was calling him to repentance; ſo 

he was rejected, for he found no place for 
repentaace, tho he beſouęht it carefully with 
tears, Heb. xii. 17. Now God may call men 
to turn and be ſaved, both by his word and 


by his ſpirit, and they will not regard ; but 


when this their day of ſalvation is ended, 


and they come to lie upon their death bed, 


O then will they cry out, Lord «.zra9n me | 
Lord, Jave me! Mercy, Lora, jome mercy for 
Chrij? Jake ! But God may juſtly anſwer 
them. No, ſinner, no mercy to be had, I 
once offered thee mercy, but thou abuſeſt ; 
it, therefore now the door of mercy 1s ſhut 
againſt thee for ever. 

2. My ſecond uſe ſhall be for matter of 
encyuragement to ſuch who are willing to 
accept of the terms of mercy, but, ver 855 | 

off thio' doubt and fears. | 

O, I am afraid my day of ſalyz 


already ; ; and if fo, all my, 1 | 9 | 


be i in. vain, I ſhall never beg 


vourheart ſometimes melt when you hear the 


ing given over to themſelves, they run into 
allkind of wickednels with greedineſs. And 
as it ſeems, this is not thy caſe, as yet: fo 
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Anfeo. To anſwer this, I will give you thiſſav® 
one mark, whereby you may know whethe ath 
your day of ſalvation be paſt or not. Youre 
ſay that your day of ſalvation is paſt, if fc left 
this is a good ſign it is not paſt; for thoſe Fe 
with whom their day of grace is paſt, they i 
grow ſenſeleſs of any ſuch matter. Again ele 
don't you find ſometimes godly motions ſtir Pe 
ring in you by the ſpirit? Don't you find my 
in you ſoinetimes a ſorrow for fn after it iP. 
committed, and a deſire to leave ſin ? Don't e 
N 


word preach'd? Have you not ſome defireſll_ 
to become a new creature? If fo, then your 
day of ſalvation" is not yet paſt ; for thoſe 
with whom their day of grace is paſt; are 
given over to a ſenſeleſs, hard, and obdu- 
rate heart, that is neither mowed with mer- 
cles, nor terrified with judgments ; and be- 


now, up, and cloſe with the terms of mercy 
whilſt the day of {alvation is lengthened out. 

O but, ſays another, it may be Jam none 
of God's elect ; and if ſo, thenall my endea- 


© yours will be to no purpole. 


Ano. Whether a man be ele&gd or not, 
that is not in his power to know, and there- 
fore he ought not to meddlewith it: but you 
muſt underſtand that God decrees a right 
for thoſe whom he hath elected, he hath ab- 


F foley decreed that 9 {hall be jutiified, 


Bs 
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thifanctified, and ſaved ; but theſe whom God 


f ſMef them to their own choice, as Adam and 
ofMZce were, and therefore their damnation 15 
heyſvwilful of themſelves ; but whether you are 
aineletted or not, if any fo ſpeak, if you fe- 
ir- rent and be converted, you ſhall be ſaved : 


periſh, do not periſh becauſe they were not 
means in order to their ſalvation, 


not give me grace to repent, and without his 
grace I can do nothing. 


e Anfer. Know, for your encouragement, 


- W that both you, and every one elſe, enjoys a 


day of ſalvation; and this day of ſalvation 
is time of affiſtance, as well as time of accep- 
tance, Mark the promiſes of Chritt, Mat. 


if not you fhall be damned: as many as do 
elected, but becauſe they would not uſe the 


O but (you will ſay) it may be, God will: 


cheſhath reprobated, he hath nor abſolutely de- 
Youſereed that they ſhall be damned, but he hath 


vii. 7. Ae and ye ſhall have, jeek and ye ſpal! 


Fund, knock and it ſhall be opened unto you: For 


every one that aſketh, receweth, and he that 
ſeeketh, findeth, and to him that CLIN 3 


it ſhall be opened. ; 
Mark, Chrift ſpeaketh there nothing « con- 
cerning election; but every one, whoever 


for grace, pardon: and mercy, and, that in 


ſeaſon, whilſt it may be had, ſhall ceitainly 


be heard and accepted: But then you mull 


he be, that afketh; ſecketh and cnocketh 


4 


be ſure to ſeek in feaſon; for ſpakivpour 8 


e never yet found ſucceſs, Oh! if 
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Lord now whilſt be may be found, and cull upon 
bim wohilft be is near. Aud whilſt ot bers ſpend 


Faſting, praying, repenting, and ſuing out the 


the mouth of Chriſt, Ye dine thou good nid 
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Eſau had but ſought repentance in earneft, P 


When God called him, and would accept 


him (but he ſought for repentance when the 
ſeaſon of repentance was gone) and that 
ruined him for ever. 7; 

Laſtly, Lo nclude all with a word or 
two of exhortation. Be exhorted as you de- 
frre the ſalvation your ſouls, to conſider, and NR 
improve this precious ſeajin of grace and ſalva- 
tion, in working out your jalvation before it is I 4nd 
too late: ON it is moſt dreadful to conſider, that a 
as Cod hath alloted us but one ſmell portion of 7 
time to de all that ever muſt be dane Nr eternity, I 4 
and it ſhould be yet ſquandered ata) in vanity 
and foolery. But, friends, whatever you ſee 
others do, do you in earneſt lay hold on this your 
day of jaivation before it is gone, Seek ye the 


their time in feaſting and rioting, and in the plea- 
ſures of the fleſh, do you ſpend your time in 


+. ou, $ nnd -:* 


pardon of your ſins, and making your peace with 
God. And if you do thus, then at laſt, when 
time ſhall cesſe and be no lonzer, you {hall 
here that bleſſed welcome pronounced from 


Faithful ſervant, enter thou into the joys of our 
Lord, Wuich tne Lord of his infinite mercy, | 
grant unto us all. : | 
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Goa THE 


END or TIME: 


: AND 


Beginning of ETERNITY. 
1 ev. x, Verſe 3, and Part of Verſe 6. 


And the Angel which 1 ſaw ſtand upon the Sea 
and upon the Earth, liftcd up his Hand to- 
wards Heaven. : 255 
And feear by him that liveth for ever and ever, 
& c. that there ſhall be time no longer. 


EN Eloved friends and neighbours, I defire 
you all to take this ſmall treatiſe into 

vour hands, and dijigently read it over, and 
over again; and when you have done, enter 
upon a ſerious conſideration of thoſe matters 
which are contained in this hook, and lay 
them cloſe to your hearts, and I hope it will 
hold on this golden ſeaſon of grace, before 
it be at an End. Cd OH TE wes 

In my laſt treatiſe, concerning the accepted ĩ 
time, and day of ſalvation, J way forced to 
leave out many things that are of very great 
weight and concernment, becauſe they cond 
not all be contained in ſo ſmall a diſcourſe; 
And it is great pity that ſuch weighty: mats, f 
ters ſhould be loſt; and therefore upon fark 
ther conſideration of it, I have here entered 
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upon another ſubject which is concerning 
#be end of time, and the beginning of eternity : 
wherein I do promiſe thro' God's aſſiſtance, 
to lay down theſe weighty concerns which I 
was forced to leave out in my other treatiſe 
of the accepted time and day of ſalvatiom; And 
J hope, thro' God's grace it will 'be the 
winning of many ſouls, and bring them 
to God, who now ſquander and trifle away 
their time in mere vanity : and that I ſhall 
do from theſe words of the angel, ſwearing 
with a loud voice, by him that liveth for ever 
and cover, That there ſhall be time no longer. 

Now from this place of ſcripture 1 might 
lay down theſe particulars: 

I. The deſcription of the Perſon that thus 
ſwears, It was 2 great and mighty angel came 
down from heaven, ver. 1. 

II. What was it he held in his hand: It 
was a little book open. 

III. His geſture: he ſtood. 

IV. His manner of ſtanding: it was with 
ene foot upon the earth, and the other upon 
the ſea. 

V. The loudneſs of his voice: It was as | 
loud as when a lion roareth. 

VI. As he ſpake : He lift up his hands to- 
wards heaven. 

VII. He ſpake with an oath : He ſwore. 

VIII. The perſon by whom he ſwears: 
That is, & him that liveth for ever and ever. 

IX. And Laſih, the matter of his oath, 
or the words which he utter'd ; that 1 1s, that | 
Re be time no longer. But 


el 
ca 
th 
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But I will pars them all. by, and init only | 
upon the laſt, which are the words that this 
great and mighty angel uttered, and confirm- 
cd by an oath, and ſwear by no leſs than 1 
the great and glorious God, by him that liv- = 
eth fur er and ever, and fpake them with „ 
an exceeding loud voice. The words. are 
y theſe, '7hat there ſhall be time. ro longer, 


i The doctrine that I ſhall raiſe from hence | 
is this, that at the end of this world, at the 

S great and dreadful day of judgment, time. 
and opportunity ſhall Heuſe and be no 
longer. 


From hence I Tall fa down theſe three. 
of four things conlidera le. "Sina 
1. What time ſhall be no TIA 1 ＋ 1 

2. When time ſhall be eng longer. 
4 The reaſon why time ſhall be no longer. 
And then, Lafth, t application. , | 
In the' firſt. place, I l n thew you what. 
time ſnall be no longer, and in doing 0 this. ; 
I ſhall anſwer: an objectien which lies in my 
way, that is, How can that be? Some max 
ay, that at the laſt day, time fhall ceaſe, 
and be no longer: Whezeas it. is ſaid, that 
then nothing ſhall remain but time, and that.” 
time. ſhall wait upon eternity. When all 5 
things in the world ſhall have an end, yet 
time ſhall remain ill, Time runs, paralle! 
with the life of God, it never had beginning ö 
and never ſhall have an end;; time — 5 5 1 
,  Nity are linked together; ſo that we Fat 
| Peak of the one, but we muſt ſpeak Fe 


— 
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ve. BY 
other time. was before all millions of years {0 
that can be thought, and it mall remain of 


throughout all ages to come, even to all eter- 


nity: 


Now to anſwer this: when the angel h 
{wears that time ſhall be no longer, he doth 0 
not mean time conſidered in itſelf; for that 

ſhall remain as long as eternity endures, and * 


ſhall never have an end: and for time to have 
an end it is a thing impoſſible. But to take 
the words in their true ſenſe and meaning, 
vit is an opportunity of time, which at the 
laſt day ſhall ceaſe and be no longer. 
I ſhall name ſome of thoſe opportunities 
of time, which at the end of the world ſhall _ 
aud be no longer. 
I. The time of nature ſhall be no longer; 
it was the promiſe of God to man after the 
flood. Gen. 8. 22. That as long as the earth re- 
maineth, ſeed time aud harveſt, cold and heat, 
ſummer and winter, day and night, ſhall not 
ceaſe. But at the end of the world, when 
the earth, and all things temporal, ſhall! be 
diſſolved, then all theſe ſhall ceaſe, and be 
no longer. To every thing, faith Solomon, there 
ts a ſeaſon and a time, to every purpoſe under the 
| fun, Feclef. iii. 1, 2, 3. &c. a time to be born, 
a time to die; a time to plant, and a time te 
pluck up that which is planted, ce. 
But at the end of the world all theſe ſea- 
ſons and opportunities ſhall end, and be no 
Anger; then there ſhall be no more. oppor- , 
tunities of planting and gathering, no more, 


PE 
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ſowing, no more reaping; - all opportunities 
of nature ſhall then ceaſe, and be no longer. 

II. The time of our abode here upon earth 
ſhall be no longer; at the end of the world 
heaven and hell ſhall contain the whole world 
of men and women; either in heaven or hell 
we muſt abide for- ever, but here we ſhall 
be no more. 

David prays that God would ſpare him, 
that he may. recover his ftrength before he goes 


hence, and be no more; Pf, xxxv. 13, That 


is, be no more in a mortal ſtate in this world. 
And Job. vii: 9, 10. As the clouds conſume and 
vaniſh away, ſo be that goeth down to the grave 
Shall come up no more; he ſhall return no more 
zo his houſe, That is, his habitation in this 
world, and his place here upon earth, ſhalt 
know him no more. So alſo Fob. xiv. 14. 
If a man die, he ſhall live again. That is, 
He ſhall Jive again in another world, either 
in everlaſting joys, or everlaſting torments, 
but he ſhall never live again in this world. 
III. The time of the tribulations, ſorrows, 


and afflictions, of God's children ſhall be no 


longer ; now they are perſecuted by wicked 
men, now they are lighted, mocked at, 


ſcorned and abuſed : now they have many a 


temptation to ſtrive againſt, now the devil 
torments them with doubts and fears that 
their fins ſhall never be pardoned, that God 
will be favourable , unto them, Alas! they 


are fain to endure many . and cala - 


mities Dog een in their bodies and 
n . inwardly | 
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inwardly in their ſouls ; but at the end of 
time there ſhall alſo be an end of all their 
ſorrows: Then God ſhall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes, and there hall be no more death 
neither ſorrow nor crying, neither ſhall there 
be any more pain; for the former things are paſt 
away, Rev. xxi. 4. Thiten they ſhall never 
more be perſecuted by wicked men, ſhallne- 
ver more be ſubject to any fickneſs or diſtem- 
pers, or any kind of miferies; then there 
hall be no more cemplaining, by reaſon of 
their outward miſeries, nor yet by reaſon of 
their inward trouble; ſaying, can theſe ſins 
be pardoned ? Is there any mercy for fuch 
awretch as I am ? Will God ever ſhew me 
any favour? No, there ſhall be none of thoſe 
complaints heard in heaven : For when time 
\ ſhall be no longer, then-a#the forrows, mi- 
ſeries and afffictions of che children of God 
' wil alſo ceaſe and be no longer. 

IV. The time of the: tolperity and finful 
pleaſures of wicked men Hall be no longer: 
now wicked men live many a merry hour, 
they run to many a merry meeting; now 
they can laugh and ſing, and riot, and play 
- away their precious time: now ; they feaſt and 
drink, and game, as if they were to live for 
ever; but when time ſhall end, and be no 
ber then there ſhall be an end of their 
mirth and jollity. Look in Rev. xviii. and 
read the chapter throughout, and there 
will ſee a dreadful ſentence pronounc d againſt 
the whore of Babylin e She excteded in neh, 
oe was we? in purple and PERS „ and decked 
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with gold and precious ſtones, and pearls ; and 
He was full of her abominations and filthineſs 
of her fornications. Chap. xvii. 8. She lived 
in all kind of pleaſure, but there is a dread- 
ful woe pronounced againſt her, chay. xviti. / 
7. Look how much ſhehath glorified herſelf, and 
K lived deliciouſly; ja much torment and ſorrow 
: give hers fir jhe ſaid in her heart, I [i 4˙ 
Queen, and know no ſorrow. Therefore ſhall | 
her plagues come in one day: death and 
mourning, and ſhe ſhall be utterly burat- 
with fire; for ſtrong is the Lord God who. 
judged her. And after that, xviii. 21, 22. 
A mighty angel took up a ſtone lite unto a gra: 
mill-ftone, and caſt it into the ſea, ſaying, thus 
with violence fhall that great city Babylon he 
thrown down, and ſpall be found uo more at all. 
And the voice of Harpers and muſicians, and of 
pipers and of trumpeters, ſball be heara no more 
at all in thee; and no craftſman, of whatſnever | 
craft he be, foal be found any more in thee ; 
and the ſound of a mill-ftone ſpall be heard no 
more at all in thee, And the light of a candle” 
ſhall ſhine no more at all in thee, and the voice” 
of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride 
ſpall be heard no more at all in thee, This is 
the very caſe of all wicked men, they have 
therr pleaſures and delights upon earth, Go 
ye now, ye rich men, weep and howl, for your 
miſeries that ſhall come upon you, ſaith St. James, 
chap, v. 1. 5, Ye that have lived in pleaſure," 
and have been wanton, you have nouriſhed your” 
5 e asin a day of Haug bier. But when 
; time 
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time ſhall be no longer, then there ſhall be 
an end of all their mirth and jollity ; then 
there ſhall be no more ſinging and rejoicing 
no more feaſting and drinking, no more 
playing and gaming, no more muſick nor 
dancing, all theſepleaſuresand fleſhly delights 
ſhall then have an end, and be no longer, 
V. The time of the goſpel ſhal> be no 

longer; now we enjoy many a pray ing op- 
portunity, many a ſermon opportunity, many 
a ſabbath opportunity, many a ſacrament 
opportunity, but at the end of time all theſe 
opportunities ſhall be enjoyed no more; 
then there ſhall be no more preaching nor 
praying, no more ſabbaths, nor ſacraments; 
no more goſpel opportunities and enjoy ments; 
no more promiſes of pardon and merey to 
ſinners; no more offers of Chriſt and ſalva- 
tion: all theſe goſpel opportunities ſhall | 
then ceaſe, and be no longer. © | 

Siæthly and laſtly, The time of God's pa- 

tience and forbearance ſhall be no longer; 
God hath reſolved that his ſpiri: ſhall not 
always ſtrive with man. And ſaid God to 
his people rael, Rom. x. 12. Al the day 
long have J. firetthed out my hand unto a difobe- 
dient and gain-ſaying people, Now God ftands 
day after day, ſabbath after ſabbath, year 
after year, proffering mercy to rebellious 
ſinners; now God waits long upon finners, 
even all the day long, that is, all the time | 
of their viſitation, all the time their day | 
| | and 
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and Beginning of Eternity. 8g 
and ſeaſon of grace laſteth: whilſt ſinners 
are wearying of his patience, and grieving, 
of his ſpirit: Now God calls and calls aloud, 
both by mercy and judgment, both by his 
word and by ſpirit, by loving expoſtulations 
and earneſt entreaties to ſinners, to turn and 
be ſaved, ſaying, Turn ye; turn ye; why 
will ye die? Why will ye not be maaz clean? 

O when ſhall it once be! Now he entreats 
vou to come and be reconciled to him, now 
he offers you grace and mercy, and entreats 
you to accept it. —_ 
But at lait, when the day of grace ſhall ' ä 
be ſpent, and time at an end: then Cbriſt's 5 
grace and mercy will be offered to ſinners 
no more; then God's patience and forbear- 
ance will be at an end: then his ſpirit will 
no more ſtrive with men; then they ſhall 
have no more calls from God to turn and be 
ſaved, no more tenders: of Chriſt and 

- ſalvation, no more proffers of grace and 
mercy ; for-then ſhall be an end of God's 
atience and forbearance of 'his calls and 

- invitations: At the end of the world, all 
theſe opportunities of time ſhall ceaſe and 
be no longer. 4 5 

And thus for the firſt particular, What time 

ſhall be no longer; it is not time confidered in 
itself, but the opportunities of time that ſhall * | 
_ceefe, and be no longer. „ 
II. My ſecond particular is to ſhew you 
when time ſha}l be no longer, that is, at the 
end of the world; at the great 2 = 
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day of judgment, when the whole frame of 


nature ſhall be diſſolved, When the ſun ſhall 


turned into darkneſs, nd the moon into 
lood, and the ſtars tha? 


with power and Sreat glory, to judge both 
the quick and the dead; it is then the 
angel {wears by him thaz Acer fir roy and 
ever, that there Shall be time wy lnger: But 
28 for every Particular man, u chen once his 


ſeaſon of grace is en ded, and when he comes 
to die, and to take his flight from time o 


longer, that there may be a total end of that 


Which is the worit of evils, which is fin. 


t Is fin tha: grieves God's ſpirit, wearies 


his Patience, and Crucifies af, © continual] 
the fon of God, and puts him often to open 


ame. Therefore God will at laſt put an 


ſheaves. But, As, ſaid the Lord, 7 will 5 
eaſe me of, my 4dver/aries, Iſa. i. 24, God 


Will at lat Put an end to ©une, that he might 5 
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eaſe himſelf of his burthen; Nay» the very. 


ſaints themſelves they wath Lot are often 


7 
vexed and orieved with the filthy communt- 
cation of the wicked: Therefore they ear- 


Matt. 
Except thaſe days Hall be ſportened, no fieſh 


ſhall be ed; but for the es fake theſe 


days hall be ſportened. Now there may be 


many that miſinterpreteth Chriff's words in 


law, and two thouſand under the goſpel; an 


from thoſe words of our Saviour Chriſt, That 
for the oleff's fake theſe Jays ſpall be ſportened, . 
they ſa) that much of their tW o thouſand 


the time nortened; put who can tell this, that 
ſo long a ume the world WAS o endure, an 


this place For, ſay they, the world was ar 
firſt £0 laſt fix thouſand years, WO thouſand 
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will reduce them all into theſe three heads. 


which is the worſt of evils, which is fin. 


angel ſwears by Him that Hiveth fer ever and 


to die, and to take his flight from time to 


the {on of God, and puts him often to open 


wicked men, that he is preſſed with their 


go The End of Time. 


day of judgment, when the whole frame of eal 
nature ſhall be diſſolved, when the ſun ſhall || '® 
be turned into darkneſs, gnd the moon into | VE 
blood, and the ftars ſhalf fall from heaven, 
and when the powerof heaven ſhall be ſhaken, 
and when Chritt ſhall come in the clouds 
with power and great glory, to judge both 
the quick and the dead; it is then the 


ever, that there ſpall be time no longer: But 
as for every particular man, when once his 
ſeaſon of grace is ended, and when he comes 


eternity, then with him time ſhall be no 
longer. \ ER 

III. The third thing conſiderable is, the 
reaſon why time ſhall be no longer. Now 
there might be many reaſons added, but 1 


1. Time ſhall at laſt ceaſe and be no 
longer, that there may be a total end of that 


It is fin that grieves God's ſpirit, wearies 
his patience, and crucihes afreſh continually 


ſhame. Therefore God will at lat put an 
end to time, that he may at laſt eaſe him- 
ſelf of theſe great evils: God complains of 


wicked ways, even as a cart is preſſed with | 
ſheaves. But, 4%, ſaid the Lord, I wilt 2 
eaſe me of my adverſaries, Wa. i. 24, Gd 
will at laſt put an end to time, that he mii 
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ll eaſe himſelf of his burthen 3 nay, the very 


ſaints themſelves, they wath Lot are often 


0 it ds in 
many that miſinterpreteth Chriſts wore 

this place: For, ſay they, the world was ar 
firſt to laſt ſix thouſand years, two thouſan : 


* 


before the law, two thouſand under the 
law, and two chouſand under the goſpel J and 
from thoſe words of our Saviour Chriſt, That 
for the elecbs far? thoſe days ſpall be ſportened, 
they ſay that much of their o thouland 

years under Chrilt all be cut off, and ſo 

f ortened; but who can tell this, that | 


92 The End of Time, 
Nan; no not the angel. in heaven, my the fon, 

ut the father only, ver. 35: But you are te 
underſtend the meaning of our  Saviour's 
words here, thus EX opt theſe ay fu be 

rtened, that 15, EXCept there comes an end, 
Of thote days, 20 e feall be Javea ; but 


5 
for if thoſe ays are not Ihortened, there 
WOuid never be an end, but the world 
would continue for ever: And if there ſhould 
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à day of zudęment; ang if there never be 
a day of Judgment, then there would never 
e a reſurrection, and if there never be a 
reſurrection, then the bodies of the elea 
ould for ever lie rotten in their Slaves, and 
then indeed no fleſh can be ſaved : Indeed, 
at their death their ſpirits are ſaved; but 
EXCEPt there comes an end of time, no 
fleſh fhaji be ſaved. Therefore, for the 
elect's ſake there ſhall be an eng of time, 
Wherein their bodies ſhall be raiſed out of 
their graves, and they ſhall then receive the 
fulneſs of their reward, which God hath 
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virdly and laſtly, Tims [all at /aſf ceaſe 
ard be 19 Inger, that ere might be an ac- 
compliſhment g God's threatning to Wicked 
men : For God hath foretold. 77, He will. 
i bring every tw 75 710 Judgment, with very 
ee 241; „ Whether i: g. Coe, Or wether 5 
242. evil, Eccl. xi; 14, But if there never I.” 
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comes on end of time, then wicked men 
n, Ml ſhall never be brought to a reckoning for all 
to i their evil deeds, and conſequently they ſhall 


s [© never come to their full puniſhment, There- 
e fore it is neceſſary, that there ſhould be at 
s Jaſt an end of thele opportunities and ſeaſons 
4 of grace, that there might come a time 


wherein all mankind might receive their Full 
reward, or their full puniſhment, according 
as they have ſpent their time here in this 
world, God will not always ſuffer the wicked 
to proſper, he Will not always let them 
alone to blaſpheme his name, to perſecute 
his laints, to prophane his ordinances, to 
grieve his ſptrit-to abuſe his goodneſs ; tho? 
God bears with them for a while; yet he 
will not always bear with them, nor yet 

will he always ſuffer his deareſt children to 
be perſecuted and afflifted, to live in ſorrow 
and miſery ; and therefore God will certainly 
put an end to time, that he may put an end 
to the ſinful enge of the wicked, and 
the forrows of his children; and puniſh the 
one in everlaſting torments in hell, and 
reward the other with everlaſting joys in 
heaven. That they alſo that will not aceept 
of mercy in time, whilſt it is offered, when 
God called upon them, and intreated them 
to accept it, that they might at laſt, when 
time ſhall be no longer, and when the ſea- 
ſon of mercy ſhall be paſt, be forced too 


late to cry for mercy, when God will not 
regard them. * 
23315 


N 


© tide Tin, 

Now for theſe and the like reaſons, time 
at laſt ſhall ceaſe and be no longer; there- 
fore, the angel ficears by him that liveth for ever 


5 d 
and ever, that there ſhall be time no longer. 3 

| not 
„ an e 


Shall now go on by way of application, I tron 
and there are ſeveral uſes that 1 ihall raiſe I gin! 
rom thence: As, | _ wil 
I. My firit uſe ſhall be an uſe of inſtructi-¶ thi 
on. Is it ſo, that at the end of the world, time I ete 
ſhall be no longer? Then from hence we tor 
may learn, that when time is at an end, ||| we 
eternity will certainly begin, both eternity I ar: 
of happineſs to the ſaints, and eternity of I lic 
torments to the wicked. When once thoie I al 
opportunities of time are at an end, then Il 8. 
will follow an infinite duration of time, that I tl 
all never have an end. Oh! how this 1 3 
will increaſe the joys of the faints, when 1. 
they are entered into their joyful place above, | 
to think what a valt ocean of time is before t 
them, what infinite millions of millions of 
years they have to poſſeſs their joys in, and | 
after ten thouſand millions of years, yet {till 
their joys are but beginning, and are as 
freſh to them as they were at the entrance 
into them : And, Oh! what a hell of hells 
will this be to be damned, when they come 
into that place of torments, to think what 
a a vaſt ocean of time is before them, to en- 
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dure thoſe torments in, what infinite millions 
of millions of years they have to lie burning 
"Min thoſe helliſh flames; and yet after ten 
hundred thouſand, thouſand millions of 
years, they ſhall be no nearer toan end ; no, . 
not one minute, nor one moment nearer to 
an end, than they were the firſt day they en- 
tered into them; Nay, they ſhall be ſo far 
from ending, that they will be ever but be- 
ginning ! And, Oh! what a hell of hells 
will this be to the damned, to think upon: 
this! Oh! eternity, eternity! Oh! vaſt 
eternity | what heart can conceive, what 
tongue can expreſs the duration of it! It 
we count as many millions of years as there 
are ſtars in the ſky ; and then as many mil- 
lions of years as there are piles of graſs, 
and grains of corn that is growing, and has 
grown ſince the creation of the world; and 
then add to them as many millions of years 
as there have been living creatures of all 
ſorts, from the beginning of the world, and 
ſhall be to the end; and likewiſe add to 
them the number of the duſt of the earth, 
and the ſands on the ſea ſhore : Now to one's 
thinking all theſe millions of millions of 
years will never be run out; yet for all that, 
we are not come to an end, no, nor to the 
beginning of eternity: Eternity is an infinite 
duration, that ſhall never, never have an 
end. | I IPRS 
JI. My ſecond uſe ſhall be a uſe of re- 
proof: Is it ſo, that at the end of time this 
„„ ; golden | 
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golden opportunity of grace will be at an 
end, and time ſhall ceaſe and be no longer; 
and after this ſmall ſcantling of time, there 
follows an eternity, either of joy or torments. 
Then what ſhall we think of thoſe that 
ſquander away thoſe golden opportunities, 
in doing that which is worſe than nothing ! 
All the time that God is offering them Chriſt, 
grace and mercy, and calling upon them to 
repent, and accept of mercy offered, all 
that time they v aſte in following their luſts, 
grieving his ſpirit, deſpiſing his mercy, and 
abuſing his goodneſs, 

A great many among the poor ſort ſpend 
a great part of their precious time in drud- 
ging in the world, in taking pains, and in 
labouring to get a little of this world's good ; 
and it may be, as ſoon as they have got a 
little together, they die and leave it behind 


eat, and drink, and ſleep ; and that is all 
that they can mind: they don't conſider that 
they have an immortal foul to look after; 
that they have an eternity to provide for; 
they can ſpare no time tor theſe things, that 
are of the greateſt concernment. Again, 
others there are that have more time than 
the poor ſort; yet, oh! how dreadful it is 
to conſider how their time is {quangered 
and waſted away! ſome ipend much of their 
precious time and day of ſalvation, in 
dreſſing and decking themſelves up in gaudy 
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them: They can riſe early, and work, and 


attire, in pride and wantonnels : And this 


| the time that God is calling, wooing” 


nd ſpirit to repent and turn, and accept 
r Chriſt and mercy. He offers them 


detter, {weeter, and more durable pleaſures, 


nan theſe earthly delights, it they will but 
earken to his calls, and return; Nay, that 


vhich is ſaddeſt of all to conſider, 1 is, that 
he Lord's day is prophaned, Which is Ge, 


moſt precious ſeaſon in all the week, 

day to be kept holy to the Lord, in wire 
we are not to think our own thoughts, nor 
ſpeak our own words; but we ſhould ſpend 


the whole day in the worſhip of God. 
in reading and praying, and godly, confer- 


ence, in doing and Preparing. vrielves for 
eternity. 


On that day eſpecially, 9 N all other 
ſeaſons, God calls and earneſtly intreats 


ſinners, (both by his word and ſpirit) te 
come in, and IT, with the offers of mere 
and proffers to help them, if they will but 


turn: And yet, tho that day above all others 
is the moſt golden opportunity of grace, 


yet a great many do ſquander and waſte it 


away after a ſad rate; they perhaps go to 
church, and lend their ears awhile to the 
word, «nd then as ſoon as they come out of Þ pü6w 
the church, they are diſcourſing about their: WM 
worldly affairs; Nay in many great. fami- 
lies, they waſte their precious time ina ml * 


ſad manner: It would grieve any godly and 
dergut chriſtian, to behold how AR Lopd's, 
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hd beſeeching people, both by his word 
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FR (as well as other ſeaſons) are wafted by 
many of them. They indeed join togethet 
in going to church to hear the word preach 
ed, and ſo far they do well enough; but 
then afterwards, when they come nome; 
there is ſcarce any thing ever heard from 
them concerning the ſermon they heard, 
or concerning the matters of their ſouls, but 
the evening of the Lord's day, as well at 
other times, filled up a great part of it, 
with their vain and unſavoury diſcourſe, in 
laughing and jeſting, in telling of ſtories, 
and what news they have heard that day. 
Oh ! friends, what a happy thing it would 
be, it you would but on the Lord's day, 
and now and then at other times, when you 
are together, enter into ſuch ſerious diſcourſe 
as this, and ſtrive by your winning talk to 
| help one another in the way to heaven; 
then you will ſpend your time well indeed. 
But in reproving others, I had need alſo to 
reprove myſelf, for I am certain, that 1 
have enjoyed as many precious opportunities 
of grace, as moſt of you have, but I have 
. waſted the greateſt part of them in vanit 
and foolery; the Lord give both you and i, 
and all of us, pace to Improve our time 
better. 

Oh! what a dreadful account ſhall we 
make at the great tribunal, if we waſte our 
time thus, when we ſhall be called to a ſtrict 
account how we have ſpent every hour of 
our time; * anſwer do we think to make, 

when 
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and Beginning of Eternity. 

when there ſhall be ſo many Items hs 
in: as, 

Item, For ſo much time ſpent in vain and 
unprofitable diſcourſe. 

Item, For ſo much time ſpent in feaſting 
and drinking, 

Item, For ſo mach time e waſted at cards 
and dice. 

Item, For ſo much time you in pride 
and ambition. 
Item, For ſo much time ſpent in idleneſs. 
But, Item, For ſo muen time ſpent in ſelf- 

examination, in repenting, faſting, praying, 
and godly conference: O] how ſhall we be 
able to anſwer this before the great judge? 
Now for pagaus and heathens, who know _ 
not god, for a future ſtate, nor them to 
waſte their time in fleſhly luſts is not ſo much. 
But ye that live under the goſpel, under 
the calls of God, under the ſtrivings of his 
ſpirit under the offers of grace, in follow- 
ing our carnal delights, in deafning our ears 
to his call, in grieving his ſpirit, and abu- 
ſing his gracious offers of mercy for us to 
do it: Oh! how ſad and dreadful will our 
doom be at laſt! we above all others ſhall 
havethe hotteſt place in hell. Oh! it is a 
fad conſideration for wicked men to think of, 
that when they come to hell, then they will 
cry out, Oh! that I had ſpent my time bet- 
ter! Oh! that IJ had in time harkened to 
the call of God, and obeyed the motions f 
his ſpirit! Oh! the many days and nights 5 9 
that T have ee. in riotng and $5.5 = Seth 1 
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might I now have been! I ſhould never 


damne 
become of them, if they conſume their pre- 


and yet all the warning in the world 


. n did fall on their knees to 


Oh! the many hours that I conſumed in 
playing and gaming! If I had but ſpent: al ther 
that time in examining my heart and life te: 
in faſting, in praying, and in repenting, inſWpo© 
weeping for my ins, in begging for pardon and 
and mercy for the ſake of Chriſt, in firiv. ſt" 
ing to help others with me in the way to 
heaven, and in labouring to work out my 
own ſalvation ! 

If I had but thus ſper my time, where 


have been here in this dreadful place, hut 
now I ſhould have been amongſt. yonder 
ſaints, rejoicing and triumphing ach, them ! 


in glory: Oh! that the time paſt could but I 8 
be called back again, and the years that 11. 
have ſo vainly ſpent: Oh, now that I could ! 
be admitted once more into the aſſembiF/ of 


God's ſaints. Oh ! that God would try me 


once more with the means of grace (thn? 


I lived on nothing but bread and water) 


Oh ! how I would condemn the world and 


the vanities thereof. Oh! how ſtrictly, how 
holy, and how purely would I live. Oh! 


it would make one's heart even to ach, to 
conſider what lamentable outcries theſe 
uls then would make. How, ten 
were they told, and told again, what v. uld 


cious time in fleſhly Juſts and pleaſures? |, 


would not prevail: Nay, if the meſſen- 
gers of God, and all the godly friends and 


them, 
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them, that they. would take pity upon their 
poor fouls, and ſorſake their wicked courſes 


and teck lor mercy and pardon before it be 


too late; but all the means in the wor 05 
would not prevail wich them. And 
when the time is at an end, and the gate of 


torments is before them, then they'll wring 


their hands and gnaſh their teeth, and cry 
out Oh! that God would try me once more. 
Sure, if the devil did not bewitch people, 
certainly they never would do as hey: wan 
How often, faith Chrift, would 1 
gathered you tage- her d a hen gatheret 7 
thickens under her wings, but ye would not, 
Mat. xxv. 31. I hope you will conſi- 


der of theſe things in Time, before it be 


too late, 

III. My third uſe ſhall be of expoſtula- 
tion. Beloved friends, you fee here how 
the angel wears by him that liveth for never 
ind ever, t bat time ſhall bs no longer. What 
is the reaſon then that you will not be per- 


ſuaded to take hold df time, in leeking of 


mercy and reconciliation from God, before 
it be too late? Oh]! how lovingly God ex- 
poſtulates with his people, Fer. XIII. 17. 0 
Jorufalem, wilt thou never be made dan; 
O Huben ſpall it once be? 1 d 


Thus he expoftulates with every ſtubbern 


rebellious finner: Oh! ſinner, when. wilt 
thou be made clean; Why wilt thou not re- 
pen, and be  xeſopmed ? Her long ſhall. 15 


. * . 
* ; if of : 
g'* 5 a* 
- K 
P a 4; , 1 
n \ 1 * „ - [4 : * is 4 bt, 8 
* „ 1 9 625 © 


and Beginning of Eternity. 101 
them, for the ſake of Chriſt that died for 


i1io0ô⸗ The End of Time, 

: ſtand offering thee Ohriſz pardon and peach 
and thou not accept the offer? How long 
mall I ſtand waiting for thy repentance, 
and thou continueſt in thy impenitency and 
wearicſt my patience, and will not turn! 
How long hall I ſtand proffering thee mercy 
and pardon, and thou deſpiſeſt it? what 1s 


the reaſon that no means will work upon Ito 
thee? How often have I ſought to allure 


. wh x l to 
thee with mercies, and terrify thee with Nes 
judgments; ; and have given thee warning W;, 


after warning, and yet nothing will prevail ? 
Is the loſs of thy immortal ioul, the lofs WW; 
of heaven and everlaſting life, ſo ſmall a 
matter with thee, that thou regardeſt it no 
more ? Is it nothing to endure everlaſtin 1 
28 burning ? Is it nothing to lie amongſt devi 
1 in the lake of fire and brimſtone ? For my 
. part, I deſire not thy everlaſting miſery, 
but had rather thou wouldeſt in time accept 
= of mercy, that thou mayeſt be ſaved. If I 
bad any delight in thy damnation, thou 
_- hadſt been in hell long before this time: I 
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bh had never ſtood waiting upon thee ſo long as 
A I have done ſuffering thee to grieve my 
C ſpirit, to tire my patience, to turn my grace 
3 into wantonneſs, trample under thy foot the 


3 blood of my dear ſon that was ſhed to waſh 
"0 away thy fins. If I had delighted in, th 
damnation, had never called upon thee Al i 
soo» often as 1 have done, Oh! finner do 15 
1 deſerve this unkind dealing at thy hand, 
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and Beginning Eternity. 103 


eſs? When wilt thou return to me with a 
all reſolution to leave thy fins, and become 


hen ſhall that time come? Oh! when 
ſhall it ewce be? It is ſuch a time as would 
rejoice the angels to behold it. 

And, friends, 1s it not a great deal better 


to be a joy to angels, than a laughing flock. : 8 be, 


to devils? Oh! friends, if all theſe loving 


expoltulations will not prevail with you, I 


know not what will. | 

IV. My fourth uſe ſhall be a uſe of mo- 
tive, If all thoſe expoſtulations will not 
prevail, I will lay down ſerious conſiderati- 
ons to move you to a timely repentance ;; 
and I will try what they can do, whether 


by them you will be ſtirred up to the im- 


N of your golden ſeaſon of grace, 
efore it be at an end. | | 


Conſider, firſt, how precious your time 


in this world is, it is far more precious than 
gold, for all the gold, all the riches, and 
all the treaſures of this world, cannot pur- 


chaſe one minute of time when it is gone 


and paſt: people don't know how precious: 
their time is, until. they come to the end of 
it; and when once time is at an end, O. 
then they know what. the worth of it is: 


Now finners inquire, what they ſhall do to 
paſs away their time; time is ſo plenty with 


them, that they know not what to do with 


it, tho' they have ſo many finful luſts to. — 
; „ — o . ; ' SETTLE 7 1 % 4h" 0M 
myrtify, ſo many corruptions to ſubdue, fo. 1 


new creature, and accept of mercy offered? 
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104 Tie End 7 of Tine, 


many 400 to repent of, Chriſt to get an in⸗ 
_ tereſt in, and their pardon to ſue out, and 
temptations to ſtrive againſt; ſo much work 


to do, for God and their own ſouls, and 


the fouls of others, and 9 they know not 


bow to ſpend their time. Ay, but when 


once they come to lic upon their death-bed, 


an ſee nothing beſore them but an eternity 


poof mitery,; Oh! then they would give ten 


and other paſtimes, 2 


thouland worlds, if they had them, but for 


one year, or but for one quarter of a year 


of that time which they. ſo vainly ſpent? 
On) if people did but know the Wörth of 


time, as much as they will do then, they 
would away with their. cards and dice, 


2. Conſider how dangerous it, is to 


ſquander and waſte away your precious time 


in fleſhly luſts and pleaſures: It may be 
you think of -repenting-hereafter, when you 


come to lie upon your death- ed; but who - 
knows but that you may die ſuddenly, as 


many do, without the leaſt { pace to repent? / 
and beſides it is a madneſs for any to think 
to do that great work in an inſtant of time: 
But ſuppoſing you ſhould have 4 breathing 


ſpace at the day of death, yet who "knnws' | 
how long the ſeaſon of grace may continde: 


Behold, ſaith the apoſtle, 207% 75 The aneh, 


time; bebold, nom it the day of falvation'! 1 9 N 
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every minute of it to the. beſt advantage 
they can for their ſouls cterna) wellze. | 
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and Beginning of Eternity, 10% 


\d ſers you his ſpirit to aſſt and help you, and” 
k promiſes to accept you, if you will but 
d come at his call, before he hath given you. I” 
t || over to yourlelves. God, who offers vou” © {| 
n © grace to day, it may be will not offer it a- „ 


x gain to-morrow, I have read a ſad ſtory of = 
p an extravagant young man, who being of= 2 


| ten admoniſhed by his godly friends to repent 
| and reform his wicked life, preſumptuouſly | 7 
gave them this anſwer : That-if, when be laß, 
4 dying be did but ſay three words of repentance, *® 
he ſhould do well enough: © Theſe three words 
I ſuppoſe were to be, Lord have mercy upon 
me. But on a certain time as he was ride. 
ing over a narrow bridge with his horſe, _ 
his horſe flipt,-and fell in with him, and af- | 
rer ſtrugling a while, he was heard to ſpeak 
theſe three words, Devil take all. Theſe 
were his three words of repentance ; it is 
therefore exceeding dangerous to put off 
our great work, until time is at an end. f 
35 Conſider. that the ſeaſon and oppor- 
tunity of grace is the greateſt: mercy, that 
we can enjoy. It was ſuch a mercy as was: 
never vouchſafed to the fallen angels: "Thus 
God's mereies are renewed to us every mor 
ing: And, friends, if you be 00697 e _ 
trifle away ſuch golden opportunities, as 
'Y God hath put into your hands, yo comple.” _ 
under feet one of the choiceſt of Gd s i 
8 and do you think that God Win * "= 
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4 Conſider, that your OT time Chad 


ſeaſon of grace is continually waſting, whe⸗ 
ther you improve it well or not: Time is 
- continually paſſing away, and will not ſtay 
for you whilſt you are following your ſinful 
| pleaſures, and wearving of God's patience, 


but is continually haſtening away; when: . 
once the ſun is up, it keeps its courſe, and 


never ceaſes going on until it is gone down; 
hen once a candle is lighted, 


it keeps 
continually burning until it is done; when 
once a glaſs is turned, it never ceaſes running 
until it is out; fo ſoon as a man is born, 
God does immediately put an opportunity of 


time in his hands, and then it paſſes and 


keeps paſſing away, and never ceaſes run- 


ning until it is at an end; one day follows 


another, one ſabbath follows another, and 


ſo time keeps running on, until at laſt it 
will ceaſe and be no longer, 


5. Conſider how dreadful your ſtate will 
be at laſt, if time ſhould be at an end, be- 


fore you have made your peace with God: 


If whilf you are ſinning away your precious 


time, God ſhould clap a curſe upon your 


ſouls, and ſwear in his wrath that you ſhould 
never enter into his reſt; and fo ſhut againſt 
you the door of mercy for ever, Oh! what 
a dreadful condition would you be in 

then! Oh! Then it had been well for 


| yau if you had never been born! Then 


you may knock at the gate of mercy too 
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and Beginning of Eternity, 107 


Lord open unto us. But the Lord will ſend 
you away with this dreadful ſentence, 1- 
know you not, depart from me ye workers of 
iniguiiy. This is the mot dreadtul place 
that is to be found in the goſpel ; read and 
tremble at it, it is in Luke xix. 41, 42. And 
be arew nigh to Jeruſalem, and Jnkins about 
(but it was with tears in his eyes) "be wept 
over it, ſaying, I, 1hou hadft known, even 
thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the things which 
belong unto thy peace ! But now they are hid 
from thine eyes. | 

Moft fearful is the example of Frand. 
Spira, ſo dreadful it is, that it is enough to 
make the ſtouteſt heart to ach, to hear the 
ſtory of it: This Francis Shira was A civil 
lawyer; he was brought up, and lived forty .; 
years and more in the Romifo religion ; about 
that time the ſun of the goſpel was fiſen 
in Europe, and this now doctrine he liked 
and loved ſo well, that he forſook his Romiſb 
principles, and embraced che goſpel of 
Chriſt, and preached it firſt to hisneighbours, _ 
and then in public meetings to the Whole 
country ; inſomuch that he converted many 
from the Romiſh principles to the doctrine of 
Chriſt, and cauſeth them to embrace the 
goſpel, until at laſt he had brought himſelf 
into great danger, in that he muſt either 
againſt his knowledge and conſcience deny . 
Chriſt; or elſe endure the extreameſttorments | 


that milice could inſtict; or elſe he muſt 


. bis houſe and og his wife and 


. 14 * 9 1 
1 \ aF Ao 
* it we FLY 
om I < * 
* 
* 5 
: 3 
3 0 | | 
en. ql, N + in - 4 
* Tx 4 % 58 
| ; 4 14 1 Phy 
p 4 9 if - 
% 8 0 , ” AS PFP. Jo? * 7 5 
: W 4 . 1 | , 
* & + p 4 
$ * 
* 4 P Ll 7 : ) \ is 
* 2 4 


* 
. 


— 


— _ 2 " * 
* 7 — ET; * 3 — * — 8 2 
** e 
- —— * r — . ECD 
JA. — —— 
5 "7 244 <3 "> 
"= e 5 X , ; - ; 


Cr ii. thou galt 


W: WE 5 
AY 7 9 pt TREE g ; 
: 1 1 Vs, * Tu A , 1. $ 4 * 
: ” 1 N 
1 F * 4 » Te nr 5 
eee e 1 g 
a . * 


in e 

» % 

a. RS ? . . „ „ 3 k 
E: | 


108 The End of Time, 
children, yea, his ow; 55 A 
Mldren, yea, his own country, and detake 


{elf to 3 forei 
alelgn country, there to endu 
a thouſand miſeries; an 4 2x 


of this preſent life is incor 
that Hall be revealed. IF th 
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| without any conſideration, perſuaded him; 


that by no means he ſhould bring biimtelf 
and them into any danger, but that he would 
go to the legate, and perform what he had 
promiſed, g 

Then in the morning he tefpernely gets 


up, and enters the congregation, Where 


maſs being finiſhed, he recites the abjuration, 


word for word as it was written. This 


done he was immediately fined thirty pieces 


of gold, and then reſtored. to his goods, 


wife and children; but no ſooner was he 
departed, than he heard a direful voice, 
ſaying unto him, Thou wicked wretch ! thou 
haſt denied me! thou boaſt broken thy wow ! 


Hence apoſtate Bear with thee thy ſentence 5 


of eternal damnation ! 

Immediately Spira, trembling and quak- 
ing, fell into a ſwoon: Help was at hand 
for the body, but never could he find any 
eaſe in his mind, but was continually: tor-" 


mented with the ſenſe of God's wrath, and 
Was captivated under the revenging hand of 


God. 
Then his friends began to repent, too 


late, of their raſh counſel. When he rela- 
ted to.thaſe that came to ſee him, all the 
paſſages that had happened, it made them 
all to weep and tremble. As ſcon as ſentence 
of Chriſt was paſſed againſt me, 1 knew that 1 
wes utterly undone ! He felt a continned 
tormentof his mind, and à continual' but. 
| N af his conſcience, then he N 
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the damned which are in hell endure net 
the like miſery: I feci, ſaith he, th God 
more and more hardens me: 1 am one of thoſe 


 reprobates that God woul# not have ta be ſaved ! 

And ſo continuing in this ſtate for ſix weeks 
and more, he then at laſt ended this miſera- 
ble life in a dreadful condition. 


I aſſure you this is the dreadfuleſt exam- 


ple that I ever read in my whole life; the 


Lord grant that none of us all may ever 


come to this. 


6. And laftly, conſider what a habe 
condition you are yet in, that you may en- 
joy your golden ſeaſon of grace, that God 
has not yet done calling, that his ſpirit has 
not yet done ſtriving, that his Patience has 
not done waiting. 


O how lovingly, did the ſpirit call 1 upon 


Francis Spira the ſecond time, after he had 


fet his hand writing to the legate, and told 


him that yet the gate of mercy was not 


quite ſhut. O heap not fin. upon fin, 


leaft thou repenteſt when it will be too. 
late. What! was nat the gate of mercy 
guite Gut? O what à comfortable word 
was that! As far as he had gone in renoun- 
eing his profeſſion, and denying of Chriſt, 


yet it was not too late, yet there was mercy 
in ſtore for him; and if he had but then 


obey'd the ſpirit, and not gone any farther, 


but repented of what he had already done, 
O what a y man he ag been for 


ever [ 
v. And, 
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V. And laſlly, I ſhall conclude with a few, . 
words of exhortation : I ſhall exhort you, in 
the wards of the apoſtle. Redeeming the time,, 
becauſe the days. are eil. Is it ſo that at laſt. 

Time fhall be ug langen? Then let me exhort 
you now wiſely. to. redeem your time, your 
accepted time, before it be gone; O let the 
time paſt ſuffice, wherein we huge wrought the 
#0:ll of the Gentiles, Peter iv. 3. 

Beloved friends, you have waſted enough . 
and too much of yout time in the pleaſures | 
of the. fleſh, and in the works of the devil. 

O be perfuaded for the Lord's ſake and 
for your own ſouPs ſake, to ſpend the ſhort. 
remainder of your time in the ſervice of 
God, in working out your own falvation : 

| Whatever you are about, and whereſgever 
ye are, whether alone or in company, 
yet ſtill be redeeming of your time: When 
you are alone, then let your time be redeem- 
ed by felf-examination, by ejaculation 
and prayers, by meditations and contem- 
Plations, and when you are among compa- 
ny, tho' it be about the works of your cal- 
ling, O then be careful to improve your time 
well; inſtruct them you ſee are ignorant, 
reprove them that are ſinful: ſpend your 
time, when you be together, in diſcourſing 
| to one another of the end why you were 
bonn, of your miſerable eſtate by nature, of 
the ſufferings of Chriſt for your ſins, of the 
ſhortneſs of your time, and of your future 4 
eſtate in another world, Let theſe 2 = 
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fcb lixe Akcburfes fl up your time. Oh! 
$ labour with all your might te win the ſeuls 
of one another, and to help one another in 
* the way to heaven daily, while it is called to 
8 day: O what a happy work you would per- 
form, if by your ſeaſonable diſcourſe you 

ſhould convert a ſoul to God. | 

To conclude : be exhorted to ſpend the 

ſmall remainder of your time in praying, 
repenting of your fins, and working out 
your ſalvation; and then at laſt, when time 
mall ceaſe and be no longer, vou, Hall. be 
| received into an eternity of joy and felicity,” 
there to live andreign bor ever. 

Confider what hath been ſaid, and the 
Lord give you underſtanding. 


J, End of the Fourth SERMON. 
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A | Conf 77 on 1 oe 7 a penitent 


thee, quenching ana $i ieving thy ho 
a 


Sinner. on thas Subject or Diſcourſe. 


Mott gracious, and glorious, and eter- 

nal Lord God; who art the Aipba and 
Omega, the beginning and the end, the firſt 
and laſt; thou art God from everlaſting, and 
thy years ſhall have no end, thou art righ- | 
teous in all thy works, thou art of purer 
eyes than to behold the leaſt fin with an al- 
lowance; ſo that as ſoon as the angels had 
ſinned, thou didit immediately caſt them 
down out of heaven, and reſerveſt them 
under chains of darkneſs, under the dreadful. 
coming of the great day, without affording.” 
them the leaft opportunity of ſeeking peace, 
and reconciliation with thee: But thou halt, 
ſpared me from one ſabbath to another, and 
ſtill waiteſt for my repentance ; yet neither 
mercies nor judgments could work any good 
effects upon me. I made many fair promiſes, 
to lead a new life, if it hou, 192 75 thee. 
to reſtore mie once more io a ormer health, 7 
and then thou in m rey «di id try me as it. 
were with another UHfe: „But es, miſerable [ 
wretch that IJ am, L returned to my 9d, 
courſe of life, ſoon, forgetting the. prom 8 
which T made in my liekneſs: Tea, all the 
day long thou bali Pretibed out thy band unto. 
me, But, Oh, miſerable wretch that I. am, - 
I have continued in my rebellion . hi 
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which would have ſe ed me Gs ihe Gay 1 | 
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114 A Confeſſion and Prayer, &c. 
redemption, wearying thy patience, gand 
abuſing thy mercy and goodneſs, and turn- 
ing thy grace inte wantonneſs. O Lord, 
What a wonder is this, that ſach a wretch as 
I., am not in hell; that ftill thou ſpareſt me, 
and expecteſt my repentance; that there is 
hope that the gate of mercy is not quite ſnut 


againſt me; ſure if thou hadſt took any de- 
light in my damnation, thou couldeſt never 
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haue borne ſo much at my hands as thou 
Hhaaaſt done; thou would'ſt not have ſuffered 
me to abuſe thy mercy and goodneſs as thou 
TE 


hatt done: But ſeeing, O Lord, thou haſt 
ſpared me ſo long, and ſtill continued to me 
the ſeaſon and means of grace, O Lord, I 
Will never more ſpend my time as I have 
done, in following the pleaſures of the fleſh, 
and grieving thy holy ſpirit; and do purpoſe 
and reſolve, thro thy grace aſſiſting me, to 
reſign myſelf to thy holy and heavenly will, 
and to ſpend the remainder of my time in 
obedience to thy holy law and command- 
ments; and to this end, O Lord, I humbly 
beſecch thee to grant me the aſſiſtance of hy 
holy ſpirit, for of myſelf I can do nothing ; 
and let this thy ſpirit mollify my hard, and 
obdurate heart, that I may with hearty for- 
' row bewail my loſt and miſpent time, and 
that I double my diligence for the time to 
adme, O Lord, tho T have long continu- 
e in my rebellion againſt thee, yet Lord, 
Ü beſeech thee, caſt me not off now at length, 
# & miſerable ſinner, who returns unto 5 


e * 


A Conſeſſion and Prayer, Ge. 115 


with an humble penitent heart: take not a- 
way from me thy holy ſpirit, tho' it hath 
long and often been grieved by me : Say 
not, that now it is too late. Lord, ſhut not 
againit me the gate of mercy, let not my 
ſoul periſh, for whom Chrift died: and if it“ 
be thy will that ] periſh, Lord I have caſt 
down myſelf at the feet of Chriſt; and if I 
periſh, I will periſh there: Lord I beſeech 
thee give me grace that I may now price 
this mercy better than I have done, Lord, 
give me grzce to ſpend my time in faſting, 
praying, repenting, and labouring to Work 
out my ſalvation ; ſo that at laſt, when time 
fhall ceaſe and be no longer, I may enter | 
into an eternity of joy and felicity. - Theſe/, 
and other mercies, which thou knoweſt to 
be needful for me, I humbly beg at thy hand 

in that form of prayer, which Chriſt hime 

ſelf hath taught me, ſaying, FE 


Orr Father, which art in brauey, hs: 


11 ye know theſe things, bleſſed * 
happy are you, if ye thus redeem now | 
your accepted time and ſeaſon of yore? oo 
which that we may all do. F< 7 


Tze grace of ear Lond Feſus Chriſt, * * = 
God the Father, and the feveet comfortable . 
"lens of God. the Holy Ghoſt, be with 
,, and remain with us, au, _ and for 4 
evermert. Amen. 8 x 
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lu, Reſolution to ſerve | 
the Lord, &c. Þ 


15, 

. | | | | ev 

Jeſh. xxiv. Part of Verſe 15, g 

| 

But as for me and my houſe, we will ſerve the ? h 
HESE are the words of Fohus tothe 1 _ 1 


6 tribes of Vrael: For having in this 
chapter declared unto them the many bene- 
fits which God of his mercy had beſtowed . 
on them; as particularly in verſe 13, in chat 
he had given them a land they laboured not 
for, and cities which they built not, and 
vineyards and oliveyards to eat of, which 
they:planted not: Jeſbua having thus laid 
before their eyes God's benefits, he in verſe 
14, exhorts hem to offer unto God a thank- 
ful and obedientz beart for thoſe benefits 
Which he had beſtowed upon them: Now 
| berefare fem the Lord and ſerve bim in finte- 
ih; as your fathers ſerved, and do ſerve the 

Lord. ' And ſo Þ fall immediately upon the 

words of: tlie text, wherein we bas theſe” 
two, conſiderable chings. mit 95:97; 

"8 Firſt, The freedom which Toſbun Sede ig” 
give the tribes of Jrael, in caſe they refuſe 
td ſerde the Lord, that they ſhall chuſe who 

they Will terre. d . 

Secandly, * reſolution concerning bimſelf 
and his family: As for me and * Aae we 
, will feroe the Lord. Ago, 


"uk NN, | bo + 1 Red 


Now in this ſmall treatiſe, I ſhall join 
theſe two together in this obſervation :; That 
is, however the men of this werld live, what- 
ever they do, what ways ſoever they follow: : 
a child of God is fully bent and reſolved to 
cleave to the Lord, and to take care that 
his family, and all under his charge, walk 
in the ways of holineſs and piety. 


Now for further handling of this ſubject, 


I ſhall proceed after this manner. 


Firſt, 1 ſhall ſhew you what the reſolution 5 


of a chriſtian is. 


Secondly, The reaſon of this reſolution And, | 


Lafily, The application. 


I. 10 ma what the reſolution of a chriſ- 


tian is. 1. It is a full and firm reſolution. 
2. It isa dem Reſolutipn. 3. It is a ſet- 
tled and deliberate reſolution. 


Fir, The reſolution of a chriſtian, is a 
full and firm reſolution ; the men of this 


world naturally chooſe fin, death and hell; 
they chooſe death {n 
life and ſalvation ; hey reſolutely run on 


in the ways of luxury, wantonneſs, drinking, 


gaming, and all manner of leuyd and looſe 


practices: and though they are told and told 


again, both by the meſſengers of God's word, 


and their godly ſriends, whither theſe ungod- 


ly ways will lead them, yet they will run on 


ſill, and take their own courſe, as if they 5 


were in love with their own ruin and deſ- 
truction. But a true chriſtian, after his reproof 
and admonition, when he finds that they 
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d damnation before ' 
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will not be reclaimed, he, as it were, bids 
them take their courſe, and chooſe whom 
they will ſerve, as Joſpua did the people of 
djracl : But for his part he reſolved, with 
full bent and purpoſe of heart to give him- 
ſelf up tothe Lord, and chooſe him for his 
portion, and to give up himſelf, ſoul and 
body, as an inſtrument for his ſervice. 

Now the reſolution of a chriſtian is not 2 
ſick- bed promiſe, but a full bent and pur- 
poſe of heart to lead a new life. There are 
many that fairly reſolve; we reſolve, but 
every weak promiſe is not a ſull reſolution. 
Alas, how many are there, who under a 
ſharp fit of ſickneſs, or under ſome judg- 


ment ready to befal them, will promiſe what 


fair new creatures they will become ; what 
new lives they lead, how holy and how 
purely they will live ; bnt if it pleaſes God 
to ſpare them, and give them a time of reſ- 
Pite, then how ſoon are theſe vows and pro- 
miſes forgot! Thus :e children of Jjrae!, 
how fairly did they promiſe, Deut. v. 27. 
All that the Lord fhall jpeak, we will hear 
and do: But though they had a tongue to 
promiſe, yet they had no hearts to perform ; 
as you may lee, verſe 29, O that there was 
ſach a beart in them, that they would fear me 
and keep my commandments, that it may be well 
with them. But as for a ſincere and return- 


. ing ſinner, he not only promiſes, but he re- 


ſolves to yield up himſelf body and foul to 
be the Lord's: yea, the whole frame of his 
a | Heart 
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heart is bent that way. As anunconverted 

wicked finnet goes on in fin, with a full 

purpoſe of heart; even fo a returning ſinner, 
who is comin® to Jeſus Chriſt, ſerves him 

with a full purpoſe and reſolution of heart; 

2 as a reſolute ſinner neither minds mer- 

cic » nor judgments, reproofs nor admoni- 

tions, neither perſuading nor entreating by 
miniſters, or friends, will top him in his 

ſinful courſe ; ſo on the other fide, a re- 

turning ſinner, that is reſolved for Chriſt 
and holineſs will not be drawn back, nei- 

ther bv promiſes nor threatnings, neither by 

frown nor flatteries : Let his ſinful compa- 

nions entice him by ever ſo many arguments, 

he will not conſent, but he 1s fully bent and 

reſolved for heaven and happineſs, whatever 9 

it coſt him; and therefore, ſeeing the we. 

neſs of his own fleſh, and his eternal in cli 

nations, to be overcome by the leaſt temptati- :! 

ons, therefore he applies to the throne of =] 

grace, and there pours out earneſt prayers and 

{upplications, for the aſſiſtance of divine grace 

to ſtrengthen him in the inner man; he dare 

not truſt to his own ſtrength, he conſiders 
how ſoon Peter was overcome, notwithſtand- 
ing his reſolution to ſtand, ſaying, { 1 ſhould 

die with thee, I will not deny thee ; and yet be- 

cauſe he was too confident of his own ſtrength 
it pleaſed God, for his trial, to leave him to 

himſelf: How ſoon he denied and forſwore 
his Lord and Saviour! he began to curſe 

and ſwear that he knew him not, Matt, xxvi. 
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Now, I fay, a returning ſinner, conſidering 
this, dares not reſolve in his own ftrength, 
but labours and endeavours by the ufe of all 


120 


means to get ſtrength from heaven, and in 


the ſtrengch of Chriſt he labours to go on 
towards che heavenly mark he aims at x; he 


„ reſts not in any certain attainments, but 
* truly retolves by the help of divine grace, 


towards the mortification of the whole body 
of fin, and for the attainment of grace and 
. Holineſs unto perfection. 

And after he has done his beſt, vet il he 
feels luit to be ttrong in him, and grace 
weak, therefore he is more and more outra- 


gęeous againſt his natural inclinations, and 


his earneſt defire and endeavours are to be 
more and more humble, inore patient, more 
meek, more holy, and more heavenly, let 


the devil tempt him with riches, honour, long 
life, and all earthly happineſs, on condition 


that he turns back again into the ways of fin, 
yet he will not yield, but he reſiſts him with 
all his might and firength ; nay, though all 
the powers of hell ulc their utmoſt endea- 
vours to draw him back, though the fleſh en- 
tice, and the wicked world uſe all means to 


-. diſcourage him, yet in ſpite of them all he 
is reſolved to go on in his holy courſe ; for 


xeither death, nor deptb, nor any creature is 
able to ſeparate him from the love of God, which 
is in Jeſus Chrift our Lord, Rom. viii. 39. 
Thus a fincere returning ſinner is fully 
bent and reſolved to give himſelf up 2 
an 


ſo 
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bent of his heart is towards grace and holineſs. 


This is the firſt thing conſiderable, that 


a chriſtian reſolution is a full reſolution. 
Secondly, It is a preſent reſolution he is not 
for putting it off from one time to another, 
as ik he did not care whether it was done 
or no. Even ſo à chriſtian, that is fully 
bent and reſolved after grace and holineſs 
longs and deſires the attainment of his holy 
ends, the whole frame of his heart is ſet hy 
way; and therefore he preſently ſets about 
the work without delay. Indeed, a hypo- 
crite has many purpoſes and reſolutions to 
repent, and become a new creature ; but he 
delays and puts off from one time to another 
being loth for the preſent to part with ſweet 
ſin, with his beloved luſt, which ſhews that 
his reſolution is nota firm and ſettled reſolution, 
his purpoſes are unſound and hypocritical. 
 'Tffere was one, Luke ix. 61. who made 2 
kind of reſdlution to follow Chriſt; but his 
reſolution was not for the preſent, he begged. 
liberty to go once more unto his ſinful com- 
panions, and take his leave af them, Lord, 
ſaith he, I will follow t hee, but let me frf 
ge and bid them farewell, which are at home at 
my houſe. This ſhews, that his purpoſe and. 
reſolution was not ſincere ; he made a, kind 
of reſolution to follow Chriſt, but here lies 
the caſe,, there was not a tharough change 
wrought in him, he had not rooted out his 


beloved ſin; the 5 28 and bent of his heart 


9 
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was more towards the following of his luſt, 


then it was to follow Chriſt : Therefore in : 
ſetting his hand to Chriſt, and yet looking. 


back with pleaſure and delight upon his old 
finful courſe of life, he was not fit for the 
kingdom of heaven; as our Saviour tells 
him, ver. 62. No man having put his hand 
zo the plough, and looking back, is fit for the 
Kingdom of God. 
Thus a wicked man, when kei is intreated 
and perſuaded by a miniſter of God's word, 
or by any of his godly relations, to prevent 
and forſake his evil practices, and to lead a 
new lite, he perhaps under theſe godly ad- 
monitions makes fair promiſes, and has ſome 
purpoſes and reſolutions to repent, and be- 
come a new creature, and yet notwith- 
ſtanding theſe purpoſes and reſolutions, he 
has many delays and puts off, becauſe his 
heart remains ſtill wedded to his luſt, The 
drunkard promiſes, that he will return and 
follow Chriſt; Fut he begs leave to go once 
more to the alchouſe, and take leave of his 
drunken companions, and take one merry 
cup more with them, and then he will come 
and follow Chrift ; he hatl friends at home 
at his houſe, and he muſtfirſt 80 al. d take his 
leave of them, and make one merry meet- 
ing amon them, and enjoy a little more of 
their jovial company, then he will follow 
Chr:#. The covetous muſt have leave firſt 
to pur ſue a little more after this world's 
e and then he will follow Chriſt. The 
| k _ volop- 
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voluptuous, muſt have leave firſt to partake 9 
of a little more of the ſweet of ſin, he muſt _ 
enjoy a little more of his beloved pleaſure, 
he muſt down with one {weet morſc] more, 
and then he will follow Chriſt. | 

Thus ſin is ſo ſweet unto a wicked man, = 
the world and the fleſh is fo bewitching, halt B 
notwithitanding aglinner's fair promiſes and -P 
purpoſes to repeRit, and turn to God, by _— 
theſe he 1s hindered of putting any thing 
into practice, but procraſtinates and puts off 
from one time to anocher, until perhaps, 
time is at an end, before he has done any 
thing in order to his eternal ſalvation. 

But, a chriſtian that is fully and firmly 
reſolved to dedicate himſelf to the Lord and 
his ſervice, ſo that the whole frame of his 
heart is bent that way, he is ſo tar from 
delaying and putting off from one time to 
another, that he is ever reſtleſs and can find 
no contentment in any thing he enjoys, un- 
til he has got an intereſt in Chriſt, until he 
has got ſome aſſurance of the love of God 
and the parden of his ſin: it grieves him to 9 
the very heart, to think that he ſhould beſo if 
wild and fooliſh, and to waite ſo much of 1 
his precious time, as he has done in the 
fleſnly luſts, in abuſing God's ras. and 
goodneſs, and grieving his ſpirit, in that he. 
has made a gocd and gracious God wait 
upon him ſo many years, whilſt he continued 
to run on in a courſe of rebelliong againſt  - 
him. And therefore now he reſolves through 
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the grace of God aſſiſting him, from this 


time forward, to bid an evælaſting farewell 
to his beloved ſin.; he now fully reſolves to 
continue no longer in the fintul courſe of life; 
he is ready to cry out with St. Auguſtine, 


How long ſhall I ſay, to-morrow, to-morrow? 


Why ſhall not this day be the day of my 
converſion ? He therefore without delay (ets 


about the work of c converſiq: he now be- 


gins to labour, and ſtrives to work out his 
Jalvation. 

Thus a chriſtian's reſolution 1 1s a preſent 
reſolution. 

Thirdly and Laſtly, A chriſtian's kde 
is a ſettled and deliberate reſolution. 

He doth not, as many do, take up a ſudden 
and inconſiderate reſolution to follow Chritt; 
but he dilfgently conſiders. 

I. What it muſt coſt him to be a thorough 
_ chriſtian; the death of his beloved fin, he 
knows it muſt coſt him, he knows he muft 
part with every ſin, even with his moſt fleſh- 
pleaſing fin, for Chriſt, or elſe he can be no 
chriſtian : And he conſiders that it may coſt 
him the loſs of his credit and good name, 
and liberty, nay the loſs of lite itſelf. 

Now a penitent ſinner conſiders diligently 
of all things before he enters upon his 
thriſtian co left after he has gone far 


with Chriſt, perſecution comes, and he apo- 
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ſtatize and fall away, and ſo his latter end 
be worſe than his beginning: What man, 


faith our r Saviour, intending to build 4 tower, 


„ Hirtb | 
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fateth not dewn- firſt, and counteth the caſt, 


whether he have ſufficient to finiſh it, tft haply 
after he has laid the foundation, and is not able 
zo finiſh it, ail that lebold & begin to mack him, 
Luke xiv. 28, 29. So whoſoever forſaketh not 
all that he hath cannot be my dijciple, verſe 33. 


Many have gone far with Chriſt, ſo far as 
their intereſt lay with the intereſt of Chrift; 
but when the ifiterett of Chriſt and their own — 
intereſt is croſſed, then they have apoſtatized | 
and fell away. But on the contrary, a Wwiſe 
chriſtian, before he enters upon a new life, 


firſt fits down and counts the colt, he con- 
fiders on Peter, how ſadly he fell when 


_ Chriſt had left him unto himſelf, notwith - 
ſtanding his ſtrong reſolution, ſaying, f all 
fuld æeny thee, yet will not I. I herefore ne 


dares not to propoſe and reſolve in his on 


ſtrength; for he knows himſelf to be very 
weak, and canndt move one ſtep towards 
Heaven witho! ut divine aſſiſtance; then he is 


day and night in carneſt prayers tv God for 
ſtrength from heaven, and ſo in the ſtrength 


of Chiiſt he is reſolved to run all hazargs 


wich him ;, he is relolved to venture all 


for him; to venture the loſs of a good 


name, the loſs of liberty, and the lots 


of life itſelt; as he expects to teign with 
; Cheiſt, ſo he reſolves to choose him with all 
his offices, as a prophet to inſtruct him, as 
a ſaviour to lave him from fin, as well as 
from paniſhment; he is reſolved to cut off 


his right-hand fins, and Peet out bi 5 right- 


3 
2 
— 


and dangers, thro? jufterings and perſecuti-il © 
ons, thro' life and death, untill he comes to ce 
reign with Chriſt in glory. 


time to time, he is ſtill liable to give him- 
u ickedneſs, to let the bridle looſe to his luſt; 
tled reſolution, he lies in the ready road to 
| | God, and holy duties. But when a man 
comes to a reſolved point, when the whole 


frame and bent of his heart is ſet towards 


' earneſt endeavours aſter the thing reſolved 
upon. This was the reſolution of Jos, 
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eye fins; he is reſolved to ſpare no fin, but 75 


to ſtrive againſt it, to watch againſt it, andi 


fight againſt it with all his might; he is re-Miz,;, 
ſolved to follow Chriſt thro? "all difficulties 


Thus have I done with the firſt thing con-Mif 


ſiderable, what the reſolution of a chriſtian Ma; 


is; I muſt be very brief in what follows. bu 
II. The reaſon of the neceſſity of his re-Htle 
ſolution. Now for a chriſtian to make a ſet- Mc! 


tled and firm reſolution is very neceſſary. re 


1. Becauſe that until a man ſets a firm 
and full reſolution to turn to God, he is in 
a ready way to fall by every temptation; he is a 
apt to put off and delay his repentance from 


ſelf more and more liberty to all kind. of 
nay, until a man comes into a full and ſet- 


open prophaneneſs, and to the neglect of 


Chriſt and holineſs, then there will mr 


Job x3)". -4 55 2 covenant with mine 
eyes, why then ſhould I think upon a maic. P A8 
i he had ſaid, I have refoloed and made 4 
Covenant wich e as much as in te les, ft 
+ 4 


V2; 
* 


d ail temptation of fin, why then foould I run 
mmgiclf into temptation ? Pſ. xxxix. 3. 1 jaid, J 
207 take heed to my ways, that Teffend noi with 
my tongue, I will keep my mouth with a. bridle. 

2. This ſettled and firm reſolution is ne- 
ceſſary to repentance, A man may do many 
hings in order to a work of converſion, yet 
if he has not a ſettled and firm reſolution to 
turn to God, he might as well do nothing ; 
but when once a man comes to ſet up a ſet- 
-Wticd, firm, ſincere and hearty reſolution to 
- WM clcave fully and wholly to the Lord, and to 

reſign up all the faculties of his ſoul to him, 
chen the work is more than half done. All 
me other duties of chriſtianity will ſeem eaſy 
and pleaſant. David reſolved and {wore, 
and therefore he would perform : I have - 
ſcvorn, ſaith he, and therefore will perform, 
that I will keep thy Hatutes, Pl. CXIX, 106. 
Thus much for the doctrinal part: I ſhall 
be very ſhort in the application. | 
There is but one uſe that I ſhall make of 
this point, and that ſhall be a uſe of exhor- 
tation: it is ſo, that whatever the people of 
Jirael did, Juſeua was reſolved that he and 
his houſe would ſerve the Lord. | 
In the firſt place, make a firm reſolution, at 
to give up yourſelves to the Lord ang HI 
ſervice ; let the men of this world do what 8 
they pleaſe, if they will not be reformed, let 
them take their courle ; if they are {@nlove”* 
with hell anddamnation, fo that they will run | 
keqdlong thither, let them take their courſe. 
F +; 
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But. 


15 Jothua's Kejouu: ** 


But my dear friends, into whoſe hands 
this little book ſhall come, do you ſincerely 
reſolve to give yourſelves up to the Lord, and 
his ſervice ; if others will be for hell, do you 
reſolve to be for heaven; whatever it colt you 
reſolve to cleave cloſe to the Lord, in oppo» 
fition to the malice of tie devil, the entice- 
ments of the lleſu, and the temptations of 
this wicked world, If wicked men ſhould 
entice and ſeek to draw you into fin with 
them, do not yield, but rather anſwer them 
as-Fe/eph did his miſtreſs, Bote can ] do this 

Ereat wick. aneſs end fin againff G Gen. 
XXXiIX. 9. If at any time any of your old ſin- 
ful companions do gntice, perſuade, and in- 
treat you to go with them to drinking, gam- 
ing, or any other vile exerciſes, reſolve with 
yourlelves never to yield to any of their 
perſuading arguments ; labour to obey the 
counſel of Solomon ; My jon, if finners entice 
thee, conjent thou not. | 
+ Reſolve to take Chriſt in all his offices, in 
all his inconveniences, reſolve to run all 
hazards with him ; be exhorted now, with- 
out delay, to bid an everlaſting farewel to 
all your fins ; and from henceforth make a 
firm covenant with thy body and ſoul to be 
his, ſaying, Lord, I do here lament, and 
am heartily pricved that I have ſpent ſo much 
of my time in rebellion againſt thee, and in 

chuſing the ways of ſin, but J do here, from 
this time forward, firmly reſolve to bid an 

| utter defence to all ſin, and through thy grace - 
| a enabling 
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enabling me now do covenant wich thee to be 
thine, and to forſake all that is near and dear 
unto me in this world, for thy ſake; I am 4 
reſolved never more to yield myſelf ſervant'ts 
' fin and ſatan but to watch againſt all temp- 4 
tations, whether of proſperity or adverſity, - J 
and I do reſolve to take thee for my portion 
and happineſs, promiſing and vowing to ſerve _ 
thee in holineſs and righteouſneſs all the dae 
of my life; and I do here fully refolve to } 
chooſe Jeſus Chriſt as the way to the Father, 
and to take my lot with, and to run all ha- 
zards with him, reſting upon him alone, in. 
his way for falvation. Ac 1 
| Secondly, Reſolve not only to give up your- 
ſelves to the Lord, but reſolve to uſe your I 
utmolt endeavours; that all under your charge 
may likewiſe ſerve the Lord: u did not 
only refolve to ſerve the Lord himſelf, but ge 
reſolved both he and his ſhould ſerve the 
Lord. el ride Thee e Ce res? 
For my part J haye been in many families, 
but I never met with but here and there one. 
where the worſhipof God and religious exer - 
eiſes hath been ſet amongſt them. I may ſpeak - _ 
it with ſhame enougn; for they never regard. 
ed what became of their immmortal fouls. 1 
Truly, friends, J am apt to think that there 
being ſuch a multitude of prophane, irreli- 
gious families among us in Exglaud, is a fore- 
runner of ſome ſad judgment approaching 
for, if the ſcripture. be the true word of God. 
ſo indeed we muſt expect ſome {ad calamity. i 
o ®bcfal us &'te long, if there be not a ſpeedſ 
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reformation in houſes and Nane See what a 
threatning there lies in the word of God againſt 
ſuch, Jer. x. 25. That the Lord will pour out his 


fury upon the beathen that know him not, and 
on the nations that call not upon his name. By 
heathen here is meant, all. ungodly, irreligi- 
ous families. Let us, the people of this land, 
have a care that this ſentence be not pro- 
nounced againſt us. Many of late have com- 


: plained of the badneſs of the times. that 


trading is dead, money is ſcarce, and every 
"thing 1 is dear. But, friends, let there be a 
thought of reformation in houſes and families, 
and then you will ſoon ſee as peaceable and 
happy times as ever were known ſince England 
has been inhabited. But if people will ſtill re- 
main to be irreligious and prophane in their 
families, I am atraid that ſome worſe judg- 
ment will befall us than ever yet we have ſeen: 
how can we expect: deliverance from our ene- 
mies, and happy times, whilſt the worſhip of 
God is ſo much neglected, and nf a 
never regardedꝰ 
To conclude: Vou chat are e parents, muſ⸗ 

ters, and houfholders, if ever you deſire 

our own good, and a bleſſing upon your 
Runllirr and undertakings, and the good of 
this nation, be entreated - now to hear the 
word of exhortation; be exhorted now, 
no longer to neglect, the worſhip and ſer⸗ 
vice of God in your families, but as often 
as you ſee your ſervants and children fin 
againſt God, reprove,them, and when you 
lee them i Ignorant, inſtruet them, f 


Let 
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Let me council you to do this at conve- Wo 
nient opportunities, to catechiſe your chill .* 
dren and ſervants, at leaſt once every week, "A 
and inſtruct them in the principles of -religl=  ,Þ 
on: every Lord's day in the morning, cail 
them earlier than you do on other days; and Oo 
as ſoon as they have done their necetlary IN 
buſineſs, before you go with them to the i 
publick worſhip of God, read to them ſome 
private inſtruction concerning what they have 
read, and call upon them to read ſomeof | 
God's word, and then join with them in 
prayer; and after publick worſhip call every 
one of them to an account, concerning the 
ſermon they heard, and ſtir up their memo- 
ries with it, and edify them as much as you; 
can with thoſe good inſtructions, which the 
preacher has delivered out of the word of 
God, and then inſtruct them in the principles 
of religion: And conclude the evenitg f 
the Lord's day in reading, and godly con- 

ferences, ſinging of pſalms, and praying: 

and every morning in the week, call your 

children and ſervants together, and pray with 
them, before they and you go about the 1 
works of your calling: and let godly con- 
ference and prayer be every evening's exer - 
eiſe, before you ge to reſt; and make a 1 
firm and ſtrong reſolution, as Jeſh⁰μν,ο did 
here, that let others ſerve whom they will 
you'll ſerve the Lord God of Iſrael, ſaying, at 
for me and my houſe we will ſerve the Lord. 
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4 Prayer for a Family. 


Moſt gracious and ever bleſſed Lord 
God, who art perfe& in holineſs, and 
infinite in all thy perfections, look down from 


heaven we beſeech thee with an eye of pity 
and compaſſion upon thine unworthy ſervants, 
ſinful duſt and aſhes ; who defire at this time 
with all reverence and humility to addreſs 
E _' ourſelves unto thee, to offer unto thee our 
_ Petitions and requeſts in thy ſon's name; for, 


Lord, we confeſs, that we are conceived 
and born in fin, and brought into this world 


a ftock of original corruption, which we 
| Kive derived from our firſt parents actual 


tranſgreſſions; and it that were not enough 
to make us miſerable for ever, we have gone 
on all our lives in a courſe of actual rebelli · 
on againſt thee ; we are naturally prone to 
all manner of evil, but we are backward 
and averſe to any thing that is good : Lord, 


we confeſs, as we have grown in years, ſo 


we have invieaſed in all manner of evil, but 


we are backward and averſe to any thing 1 thad 


1s good, Lord, we confefs as we have grown 
in years, ſe we have increaſed in all manner 


of fin and ungodlinefs, fo that we have abu- 


Kd thy goodneſs, whieh ſhou!d have led us 
to repentance z, we have run wilfully into ſin 
againſt the light of our knowledge, againſt 


Wb che dictates of our own conſciences, we have 


. 45 7 wer 5 ſ bur, wearied Ls ra and 


HI a deaf ear to thy heavenly calls, and 
flighted thy offers of grace and mercy thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt, Ah! vile wretehes that we 


are, we have lived as if thou didſt ſend us Ne i 
into the world for nothing but to gratify the 
fleſh, and pleaſe our ſenſual appetites; and 


we have forgot thoſe high and holy ends, 


which thou haſt made for us, whick I 
is to live to thy praiſe and glory: how 


* haſt thou ſtood knocking at the door 


of our hard hearts for entrance, but we have 


barred them up againſt thee by impenitency 


and unbelief ? If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt deal 


with us according to our deſerts, what can 
we expect at thy hands but wrath and our 
everlalting condemnation? But, Lord, thou 


haſt out of thy unſpeakable love towards 


- mankind, ſent thy dear ſon into the wor 


to be a propitiation for our ſins, and by 


his ſufferings and death to take away the fins 
of the world: we humbly. pray thee for his 


ſake, and for the bitter death and bloody 


paſhon's fake, which we believe he hath 


ſuffered for us; that thou would'ſt pardon 


and forgive us a'l our fins; blot them we 
beſeech thee out of the book of thy re- 


membrance:. nail them to his croſs, and 15 1 


them in his grave, that they may never ri 


up againſt us, ſhaure and confound us in this 

world, or condemn us for ever in the world 
to come: and to this end, Lord, we hum 
bly pray thee, that thou would' l give us a 
true and lively faith in his merits: O & not 


* 


this be an eee of dur. -condemna- 3 
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A Prager for a Family. 

A Prayer for a Family. 
Moſt gracious and ever bleſſed Lord 
God, who art perſect in holineſs, and 


A Antte! in all thy perfections, look down from 
heaven we beſeech thee with an eye of pity 


and compaſſion upon thine unworthy ſervants, 


ſinful duſt and aſhes ; who deſire at this time 


with all reverence and humility to addreſs 
' ourſelves unto thee, to offer unto thee our 


Petitions and requeſts in thy ſon's name ; for, 


Lord, we confeſs, that we are conceived 
and born in ſin, and brought into this world 


a ftock of original corruption, which we 
Ave derived from our firſt parents actual 
tranſgreſſions; and if that were not enough 
to make us miſerable for ever, we have gone 
on all our lives in a courſe of actual rebelli · 
on againſt thee; we are naturally prone to 
all manner of evil, but we are backward 


and averſe to any thing that is good : Lord, 


we confeſs, as we have grown in years, & 
we have in? eaſed in all manner of evil, but 
we are backward and averſe to any thing 1 that 
is good, Lord, we confefs as we have grown 
in years, ſe we have increaſed in all manner 


of fin and ungodlinefs, fo that we have abu- 


Kd thy goodneſs, which ſhou!d have led us 
to repentance z we have run wilfully into fin 
againſt the light of our knowledge, againſt 


the dictates of our own conſciences, we have 


Mz Wy 1 thy Potts wearied thy patience, god 


1141 199 ; 


turned a deaf ear to thy heavenly calls, and 
flighted thy offers of grace and mercy thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt. Ah! vile wretches that we 
are, We have lived as if thou didſt ſend us 


into the world for nothing but to gratify the 
fleſh, and pleaſe our ſenſual appetites; and , + 


we have forgot thoſe high and holy ends, 
which thou haſt made for us, which 


is to live to thy praiſe and glory: how | 


when haſt thou ſtood knocking at the door 
of our hard hearts for entrance, but we have 
barred them up againſt thee by impenitency 


and unbelief ? If thou, Lord, ſnouldſt deal 


with us according to our deſerts, what can 
we expect at thy hands but wrath and our 
everlaſting condemnation? But, Lord, thou 
haſt out of thy unſpeakable love towards 
mankind, ſent thy dear fon into the world 


to be a propitiation for our fins, and by 


his ſufferings and death to take away the ſins 
of the world: we humbly. pray thee for his 
ſake, and for the bitter. death and bloody 


paſſion's ſake, which we believe he hath 


ſuffered for us, that thou would'ſt pardon 
and forgive us a'l our fins; blot them we 
beſeech thee out of the book of thy re- 


membrance:. nail them to his croſs, and bury. 


them in his grave, that they may never riſe 
up againſt us, ſhawe and confound us in this 


world, or condemn us for ever in the world 
to come: and to this end, Lord, we hum. . 
bly. pray thee, that thou would'ft give us a 


true and lively faith in his merits: O & not 
this be an Fggravation of our condemna- 
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tion, that we have wilfully rejefted | him; but 
rant, Lord, that we may receive and em- 
bs him upon ſuch terms as he has offered 
to us in the goſpel. O let Chriſt be precious 
in our eyes, yea more precious than gold 
or ſilver; and grant that we may etteem all 
the riches, and all the pleaſures of this world, 
to be but as droſs and dung in compariſon 
of Chriſt ;- for what ſhall it profit us if we 
ſhould. gain all the riches, and all the plea- 
ſures of this world, and at laſt loſe Chriſt 
and our immortal ſouls? And how miſerable 
will our condition be, if we ſhould die in a 
Chriſtleſs ſtate ? Lord, we pray thee unite us 
to Chriſt by faith, that he may be one with 
us; and wean our hearts, we beſeech thee, 
from the love of all earthly things, continu- 
ally to live and converſe with thee above, || | 
while we walk and act here upon earth. 
And, Lord, we humbly beg of thee, that 
thou would" work in us a god!y ſorrow for 
all our fins paſt ; let it heartily: repent us, 
that we ſhould ever be ſo vile as to offend 
ſo good and gracious a God. as thou art : 
grant, Lord, that we may put the knife of 
mortification to the throat of our beloved 
luſts: grant that we may learn to cut off 
our right-hand fins, and pluck out our right- 
eye fins. O that thou would'ſt be pleaſed 
to give us a new birth, and make holineſs 
to be natural to us: mollify, we beſeech 
| hee, our hard hearts, and write thy laws 
upon them: change, we belecch thee, our 
nettes, and renew our wills, and conform 
them 


hk. 


them to thy holy and heavenly will ; and 
grant us the guidance and afiiftance of thy 
holy ſpirit, that we may yield hearty and ſin- 
cere obedience to thy will; let us not any 
longer, allow ourſelves in the omiſſion of any 
known duty ; and grant that we may hence- 
forth fight againſt fin, and reſiſt all the 
temptations of the devil, the fleſh, and the 
. world, that fin more and 'more dying ind 


declining in us, grece and holineſs may more 


and more grow and inereaſe in us, that going 
on from one degree of grace to another, at [aſt 
we may be perfected and completed in glary. 
And, Lord, we humbly pray thee, that thou 


' wouldſtlook withan eyeofpityandcompaſſian | 


upon this ſinful nation unto which we belong, 
we mult confeſs that we have been a diſobe- 


dient and gainſaying people; thy mercies \ 


would never win us, nor yet thy judgments | 
awaken us, nor none of thy acts of provi- 
Wh hm would any ways work upon us, but 
we have gone on obſtinately in our rebellion 
againſt thee, fo that thou mighteſt e'er this 
time have juſtly delivered us up a prey to 
our enemies: bleſs, we beſeech thee, the 
king's majeſty both at home and abroad, 


give him victory and ſucceſs over all bis ene- 


mies: bring to nought we beſeech thee, 
thoſe plots and eonſpiracies which are con- 
trived agaialt thy glory, and good of thy 
church: give him, we beſeech thee, a lon 

and proſperous feign over us on earth, a 

at laſt crown him with everlaſting glory in 
the lie to come. Contours, we beſeech 
1 4 
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thee, all ſuch as fuffer any kind of affliction» 
whether of body or mind; fanctify, we be- 
ſeech thee, affliction unto them, that they 
may work for them a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory: And as thou 
haſt hitherto preſerved us from our infancy 
unto this preſent day and hour, ſo we beſeech 
'thee, continue thy care over us, by thy di- 
vine providence, and command thy holy 
angels to pitch their tents round about us, 
for our defence and ſafety: bleſs us, we be- 
fſeech thee, both in our going out and com- 
ing in, both in our lying down and riſing, 
that whether we ſleep or wake, live or die, 
we may always be thine. Lord, we pray 
/thee, make-us ſo wiſe-that we may know 
/ and configer, in this our day of viſitation 
_ thoſe things which concern our everlaſting 
peace, before they are hid from our eyes: 


and grant that we may live every day as if 


it were our laſt day, and ſoorder our thoughts, 
words, and actions, that we may give up 
our account at laſt with joy, and inherit 
everlaſting life, Theſe bleſſings, and what 
ſoever thou knoweſt requiſite and neceſſary 
for us, we humbly beg and crave at thy 


Hands, upon the account and through the 


mercies of Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord and only 

Saviour ; in whoſe name and words we fur- 

ther call upon thee, as hingſelf hath taught 

Us,. ſaying, Our Father, &c. | 
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Matth. xix. 16, Good Mo/er what fhall J ds 
to inherit eternal Lie? 


flock to hell, when they verily think they 
are going che way to heaven: And others 
go ſecurely on in their fins, running on in all 
kind of wickedneſs, n tconfidering what will 
become of them, uutil they drop! into heil. 


Firf, I will give you a Mort hint of the 


dreadful ſtate of the wicked, and of the 
joyful ſtate of the godly; with ſame directi- 
ons in order to your ſalvation. 

Conſider, firſt, all you that continue in 
your fin, and will not be perſuaded to repent, 
and Jead a new life, .how dreadful your 
ſtate will be at lait; for as long as you 


remain in your unconverted ſtate, God and. 
you are encmies, you are under his wrath. 


and curſe ; you are {laves to the devil: And 
beſices all this, you are in danger every hour 
of dropping into hell, for you know not 1050 
ſuddenly death may ſeize upon you: 

then if you are unprepared, you ſhall be 
hauled by the devils aown to hell, where 
you ſhall be ke'® | in chains and dark nels, 


untll the dreadful judgment of the great 


day, then your bodies ſhal! be raiſed to 


We again, and be ſummoned before 'the 
S{1C117% 


HE reaſon why [ give theſe directi- 
ons, is, becauſe lo many thouſands - 


"JC Smart | 
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1 judgment ſeat of Chriſt, where you ſhall 
aiv a ftrict account of all things that you 


3 have thought, done, or ſpoken in your life- 
8 time; there you ſhall ſtand trembling before 
| you: offended judge expecting that doleful 
NY ſentence to be pronounced upon you, Depart 
[ From me, ye curjed, into everlaſting fire, pre- 
fared for the devil and his angeb. 

No ſooner is this dreadiul ſentence paſt, 
but away you muſt oe gone, away you ſhall 
} be hauled by the devils, with the reſt of your 
damned crew, down into the lake that burns 
. with fire and brimſtone, and never have eaſe 


1 uo. end. | | 
= But, on the other ſide, conſider how happy 
= your conditions will be, if you in time re- 
WA pent, and forſake your ſins, and become 
* ne creatures; that then God will be your 
father, Chrilt will be your brother, and the 
'Y ſpirit will be your comforter : You ſhall be 
'Y filled with the joys of the Holy Gholt, 
4 which a thouſand times ſurpaſſeth all worldly 
1 Joys, and you ſhall have the free and full“ 
$ pardon of your fins, ſo that they ſhall be 
1 remembered no more. | 
'8 And belides ail this, whenſ?ever death 
4 comes, whether ſooner or later, you {hall be 
ſure of heaven, and at your laſt gaſp the 
angels ſhall carry your ſoul, as they did the 
ſoul of Lazarus, into the kggdom of heaven. 
© And as for your body, that ſhall be laid in 
1 the grave, as in the bed of Chriſt, there to 


3 reſt until the glorious morning of the reſurs 
5 rection; 
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rection; and then your bodies ſhall be raiſed 
again, and faſhioned like unto the glorious 
body of Chriſt ; and ſoul and body being 
then re-united, you ihall be openly acknow- 
ledged, and hear that comfortable ſentence 
pronounced unto you, Come ye bleed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom which was prepared 
for you from the beginning of the warld, Then 
you ſhall be received with rejoicing and tri- 
umphing into the heaven of heavens, and the 
place of joy and bliſs. There you ſhall be 
{trip'd of all your robes of mortality, and be 
cloathed in immortality : then you ſhall fit 
down to reſt with A4raham, Jſaac, and Jacob, 
in the kingdom of heaven. There you ſhall 
poſſeſs ſuch divine treaſure, ſuch rare joys, 
yea, variety of joys, and ſuch ſweet delights 
as no mortal eye hath ever ſeen, no mortal 
ear hath ever heard, nor can it enter into the 
heart to eonceive, what joys and delights 
God hath prepared for you in heaven. Then 
ſhall you be for ever free from all kind of 
ſin and forrow : There ſpall be ns more death, 
neither forrow, nor crying, neither ſhall there 
le any more pain; for the former things are 
paſſed away, and God ſhall wipe away ail tears 
from your eyes, Rev. xix. 4. There ſhall 
be lite without death, health without fick- 
neſs, and pleaſure without pain; as you ſhall 
be free from all exil, fo you ſhall enjoy all 
the good, that can be enjoyed : There you 
ſhall rejoice one with another, and with one 
keart and voice ſhall there. ſing praiſes and 


halle. _ 
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ballelujahs to God, and to the lamb that 


fits upon throne, far ever and ever: 

And now, I hope you are ready to aſk; 
What ſhall we do, that we may eſcape 
everlaſting tarments and get ſafe to heaven? 
And begin to be pricked at the heart, and 
are ready to ſay, What ſhall we do to be 
ſaved ? 

-Anſ. If it be ſo that you earneſtly defire 
to know the way to heaven, and are willing 
to walk in that way ; then, as I in my little 
book of young ones gave vine Directions, 
what they ſhall do to eſcape hell and attain 
heaven; ſo dere I will give you ſome direc- 

tione, what you ſhall do to be ſaved; and in- 
Head of many, I will only give you tbeſe 
two: that is (repent and believe the goſpel) 
follow thoſe two Cirections, and you are in 
the right way to heaven: The law indeed 
requires perſect obedience; but no mere 
man fince the fall is able perfectly to keep 
the commandments of God, and by the 
works of the law, can never be ſaved. 

God. has by Chriſt our redeemer required 
Faith and repentance as the condition of the 
74e by which eternal lite is to be bad. 

aith and retentuuce is al that God requires, 
in order to gur ſalvation; Ropent, and beliers 

| the gel, and you ſhall gertafnty be faved. 

wul give you as plain directions, as poſii- 

by I can, how you ſhall attain to theſe two 
FACES. 

Firf 
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Firſt, For repentance. You muſt know that 
there are two kinds of repentance; there is 
a falſe repentance, and à true repentance, 
k; MM A falſc repentance, is that which a man is 
ze driven to, thro? fear of hell and damnation ; 
when a wicked man lies upon his death-bed, 
id I then he ſeems to be ſorry for his fins paſt, 


be and makes many fair promiſes of a new life; 


if it ſhould pleaſe God to reſtore him to nig 5 


re former health, he follows his old courſe 
ng again. Now this kind of repentance can 
tle never be effectual to ſalvation. 

II. How you muſt mind what true re- 
pentance is. : 

True repentance is a ſaving grace, where- 
by a finner, out of a true ſenſe of his ſin, 
and apprehenſion of the mercy of God in. 
Chriſt, doth with grief and hatred of his fin 
turn from it unto God, with full purpole of, 
and endeavour after, new obedience. 

But now feeing without this repentance 
there 1s no getting to heaven, and that we 
cannot repent of ourſelves, it is of God's 
free gift; I will therefore give you ſome 
Flain directions how repentance may be had, 
and how to go through with it ; for though 
we cannot repent of ourſelves, yet if we da 
not repent, the fault lies upon us. 

1. The firſt ſtep to true repentance, is the 
examination of yourſelves; try your hearts, 
and ſearch into your former lises, how, and 

after what manner you have ſpent your time 
ſince you have been a child; and to this me. 
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I counſel you to make a catalogue of all your 


fins you can poſſible call to mind; for which 


purpoſe, you mult take the ten command- 
ments for your pattern. 

2. The ſecond ſtep to true repentance, is 
the confeſſion of thoſe fins you have thus 
found out : You mult ſpread them all belore 
the Lord, and confeſs them all in particular 
with all Secumflances. as the time when, 
place where, and manner how ſuch and ſuch 
things were committed. Now many con- 
teſs in general, they are finners, but few 
confeſs their fins: And if your ſins are ſo 
innumerable, that you cannot find out every 


particular, then confeſs the reſt in general: 
And there is no doubt but God will take this 


for a true and ſincere confeſſion, in that there 
is no known fin that you would willingly 
hide from God. 
. Another ſtep of true repentance is god- 

* forrow for thoſe fins thus coneſſed: And 
it is godly ſorcow that works repentance un- 
to ſalvation, never to be repented of. Now 
for the obtaining of thjs godly forrow, you 
muſt uſe theſe means. 

I. Lay to heart how good and how mer- 
ciful God hath been to you: how man 
tokens of his love and kindneſs he hath 


| beftowed upon you, and yet how ill you, 


have requited him. Seriouſly confider how 


he hath delivered you from ſuch and {ſuch 


enemies: : That notwithſtanding your many 
| provocations, 
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3 vet he hath borne with you all 
this while: He hath patience with you, and 
waits ſor your repentance, who might in 
juſtice have ſnatched you away, whilſt you 
are ſinning, and ſent you quick to everlaſting 
burnings ; yet ſtill he {ſpares you; yet he 
gives you every day freſh ſupplies of his mer- 


cy: And as before you were to make a 


catalogue of your ſins, ſo here make a 
catalogue of God's mercies, thoſe ſeveral 
kinds of mercies and favours you have re- 
ceived from him, and then lay to heart what 
a baſe and unthankful wretch you have been, 
thus to provoke and grieve ſo good and 


merciful a God. Think thus with yoar-ſelf. 


0 that I. fhould be ſuch a baſe vile wretch, for 


to provoke and grieve fa long a Father, that has 
tcen ſo good and gratious unto me | So merciful 


a Saviour, that died for me ! 


Such conſiderations, deeply laid to heart, 
will prick your heart into godly ſorrow for 
your fins; as Peter, when he conſidered how 


he denied Chriſt, went out and wept bitterly, 
Matth. xxv1. 75. 

2. Keep in mind moſt of. thoſe ſins where- 
by you have molt diſhonoured God, and 


grieved his ſpirit: This alſo will be a means 


to work in you godly ſorrow, 
3. Ply the throne of grace, by earneſt and 
conſtant prayer, that God may take away 


that ſtony heart out of your fleſh, and give you 


a heart of gem, as he hat) promiſed, Exel. 
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XXxvi. 36. But it may be, God win not 
ſeem to hear your prayers preſently, if there- 
for you cannot find your heart to relznt the 
firlt time, go and pray again and again, and 
Hos. god no reſt tl 
or certain, one time or other, God will melt 
your hearts into EET ſorrow and remorſe 
ins; and then this excellent 

grace of ine is 18 and wrought 


in 1. £ i 

= next thing that is to be done is 
this. beg heartily.to God for the pardon of your 
former ſins, that they may be caſt behind his 


back, that they may be waſhed away in the blood 


of Chriſt. 

And then laſtly, make a firm, ſtrong, and 
ſettled reſolution henceforth to lead a new 
life; this muſt not be a weak reſolution, but 
it mult be a ſettled, a deliberate reſolution, 
Now when a man ſeriouſly conſiders, that 
except he becomes a new creature, he can- 


not be ſaved, and he therefore takes up a 


ſitrong and fixed reſolution henceforth to lead 
A new life, the work is more than half done; 
that man is not far from the kingdom of 
- heaven. 1 
Thus far the a& of repentance : Now I 
will give ſome helps for the daily renewing | 
ol your repentance. 
1. Every morning as ſoon as you rife, 
- proſtrate yourſelves. before the throne, of 
SBrace, and earneſtly beg for God's aſſiſting 


„ 


'» - grace, to k ou from Tall into any 
Er. e ip kind 


os : 
* = - 
a 3% 
Wy Was! 
955 * n 
if 2 


FM 
FO wy 
„ % 


14 i $ 

D N 

1 y * 150 1080 

0s 628. 4 

1 "as 
SIS 5 es 

7 

8 9 05 8 8 


9 
NO 
4 

0 Ty * 
N 

8 
N 


he hear you; and then 


— W 8 


* l 5 


The Plain Way to Heaven. 145 


kind of fin that day; for aſter a man is re- 


generated, he is yet daily liable to fall into 


any in, without the afhillance of God's ſpe- 
cial grace. 

2. When you have thus done, then 80 a. 

bout the works of your calling, but ſet a 

I ſtrict and continnal watch over your heart, 

and all your ſenſes. And as often as the 

Idcvil doch tempt you to any kind of ſin, or 

doth offer you any bait, then immediate;y 


litt up your heart to Gap, by ejaculatcry. | 


$ A 
„prayer, as thus: © Lord, vanquiſh ſatan at 
: this time, that he do not overcome me: 
2 Nord preſerve me this once from falling into 
d 

* 


ſin :. Lord, have, "mercy on my ſoul, and. 


Rrengthen me againit this temptation of the. 
devil, that I be not overcome.” And if 
Wicked men ſhould at any tune ſeek to draw 
You into fin, make a firm reſolution with. 
v0urlelf never to conſent, and as much as. 
polibly you can, keep yourſelf from the 


5 'ompany of wicked men. This is the firſt 
d ep in the way to heaven, Repertance. 


of Dou to Repent, ſo ſecondly, Believe the gaſpel. 


Now faith is a ſaving grace, whereby we 


Ice and reſt upon Chriſt alone for ſalvation, 
phe | is freely offered unto us in the goſpel. 
, ſeeing a true ſaving faith is not in your 
fe. ones, but it 15 the gift of God, and, God al- 
ofs beſtows it upon thoſe that uſes tuc 
| cans which he hath preſcribed in his word 


1 e 
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give you ſome directions what you ſhall do 

to bave this grace of faith wrought in you. 
I. Be diligent in reading the ſcriptures : 
firſt, you mult every morning and evening: 
read a chapter in your bible, or elſe ſome 
part of a godly ſermon ; and when you read 
vou muſt not run it over, and then leave it; 
you had as good do nothing as to do fa; 
but when you read, you mult take ſpecial 
| heed what you are reading of. 

2. Be fervent and diligent in hearing the iſ 
word preached, For Faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God, Rom. x. 17. 
When you are at church, you muſt hearken 
with all the attention you can; hearken ear- 

neſtly, as if you were to die preſently, and 

go to judgment. And for your help therein, 
you muſt mark what is the doctrine, what 
are the realons a uſes, and how many they 
are. 

3. Whilſt you are hearing, ſet a reſolution 
to practice what you hear; and when you 
come home, call over the heads of the ſermon 
in your mind, and turn every uſe and direc- 
tion, that * been delivered, into prayer; 
pray for God's bleſſing on it, and make it 
matter of your meditation all the week: and 
then, laſtly, ſet yourſelf to the practice of it, 

4. Another means for the getting of a {a- 
ving faith, is earneſt prayer unto God for it, 
Mat. vii. 7. Af, and you fall bave; ſeth, 
and you feat find; and and it fhall tt open 
E you But you will ſay, it may be God' ui 

1 
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not accept of my prayers ; for God heartth not 
fruners, and the prayers of the wicked are an a- 
bomination unto him. I anſwer, it is wilful 
ſinners that God will not hear, they that 
pray for mercy and other good things, and 
yet hate to be reformed, the prayers of ſuch 
God will not regard; but they that come to 
5K God in a returning way, with a full, purpoſe 
to leave their ſin, and pray, and earneſtly 
deſire grace, eſpecially this grace of faith, 
they ſhall certainly be accepted, and have 
2 their prayers granted. . 
7. Now concerning the act of faith, take but 
this direction: make a catalogue of all the 


ar-W promiſes, as you did before of your ſins, and 
nd God's mercies ; and then heartily believe, 
11 and aſſure yourſelves, that every one of thoſe 

ws promiſes belong to all thoſe that perform the 
cy 


conditions of thoſe promiſes : and if you per- 
form the condition, then thoſe promiſes be- 
long to you. As for inſtance, I will name 
this one particular promiſe, Mat., xix. 29. 
Every one that bath foriaken boujes, ar brethren, 
er /i/ter, or father or mother, or wife, or chilirer, 
or lands for my name's jake, fhall receive an 


bundred fold, and ſpall inherit everlaſting life. 


Which God of his infinite mercy grant unto 4s 
44d. Amen. e | 
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Joux v. 28, 29. Marvel not at this, the Lowe 
i coming, wherein all that art in their grave 
ſpall hear his voice, and come forth ; the 
that have done good, unto the reſurre@ion of 
Ele, and they that have done evil, uf to th 

N e of damnation. ©. 
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\ UR bleſſed Saviour 3 in theſe words ſet 
: forth unto us the. ſtate. and condition 
of all men at the laſt day ; for as fin hath 
brought death into the word, and nothing 
is more certain than death, fo noting i is more 
certain than that our bodies "muſt one day 

be raiſed again from the duſt of the earth, 
ail other creatures, which move upon the 
earth, whenſoever they die, there is an end 
of them, they mall never come in being 
a \ 8 | | | "mw 


Die Future State of Man. 140 


more. But with man it is tte” God 

hath endowed man with an immortal ſoul, 

that ſhall never die; a beginning a man has, 

but he ſhall never have an end; when death _ 
| comes;” his ſoul ſhall for ſome certain ſpace , 
„Jof time be ſeparated, from his body, lad a 
| while to reſt in the duſt of the earth : But at 
loft the trumpet will found, and then. all that 
are in mw graves ſhall bear his voice and come 
forth; t that have done good unto the reſur- 
re Gion of, th and they that bave done evil unto 
ihe reſurrection of damnation. _ 

The doctrine Which I ſhall raiſe from 
hence is this: That all mankind, both good 
and bad, ſhall at the ſound of the laſt 
trumpet be raiſed again. from the duſt bo, 
the eaith. 2 5 

Now my method ſhall be this: 5 

"1, To prove, that there ſhall be 4 relur- | 
r $: 

. Of the perſons that fall ny: raiſed ; 
ther? is, All that are in the grauen. 

By what means the dead ſhal] be nil. = 
ed, 11 is, by the found of the trumpet, ey 
h ſpall hear the voice, and ſpall come forth, 

4. The different tate and condition of all 


4 


. men at the reſurrection: They that have dme 
all £ od unto the reſurrefion of life, but they that . 


th have duolib evil, EL the 88 of damna- ; 5 
he tion, . f 7 N 
nd And laſtly, to convince 5 all by ix? 


of application of the drawing on of this 


re time, and thercſore that we mult: not marvel : 
0 4 , , "6 
| DE, 9 a ede ee, 4 
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In a FuntraL SERMON, 


Joux v. 28, 29. Marvel not at this the hour 

I coming, wherein all that are in their gravis 
fall hear his voice, and come forth; they 
that have done gobd, unto the reſarre&ion of 
Ehe, and they that have done evil, u,to tht 
Far refion of damnation." © 
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UR bleſſed 8 in theſe words ſets 

forth unto us the ſtate and condition 

of all men at the laſt day; for as fin hath 
brought death into the word, and nothing 
is more certain than death, fo notking i 1s more 
certain than that our bodies muſt one day 
be raiſed again from the duſt of the earth, 
all other creatures, which move upon the 
earth, whenſoever they die, there is an end 


of them, they ſhall never come in being 
PE more. 
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„more. But with man it is otherwiſe, God 
hath endowed man with an immortal ſoul, 
that ſhall never die; a beginning a man has, 
but he ſhail never date an end; when death 

2 comes, his ſoul ſhall for ſome certain ſpace 

. of time be ſeparated from his body, laid a 

while to reſt in the duſt of the earth: But at 

left the trumpet will found, and then all thut 
are in their graves ſpall hear his voice and come 
forth; they that have done good unto the reſur- 

V. action of life, and they that have done evil unto 

ive reſurre4ion of damnation. x 

The doctrine Which I ſhall raiſe from 
bebes is this: That all mankind, both good 
and bad, ſhall at the ſound of the lajt 
trumpet be raiſed again from the duſt of 
the earth, „ 

No my method ſhall be this. | 

1. To prove, that there ſhall be a reſur- 
rection. | 

2. Of the perſons that Niall be raiſed ; 
that i is. All that are in the grauem. 

etz By what means the dead ſhall be raiſ- 

55 ed, that is is, by the found of the trumpet, they 

Di ſpall hear the woice, an? ſpall come forth, _ 

J. The different ſtate and condition of all 


| [ 
2 men at the reſurrection: They that have dome , : 
lay good unto the reſurretiion of life, but they that - 


ll {477 dene evil, to the ri rection of damna-- 
lion. : 's - 
the | 8 
ad 5. And laſtly, to convince us all by wax 
of application of the drawing on of this 

time, and chereſore chat we mult not marvel | 
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atit: 0 Marvel not at this for the hour is com- 
7, 

c 85 To prove there mall be a reſurrection, 
which I ſhall do; firſt from the ſcripture, 
which is the true and infallible word of 
Ged : to inſtance in ſome few places, as, 
% Xvi. alſo 1 Cor. xv. where you have a 
large defeription oi the reſurrection: Alſo, 
Lifts xxiv. 15. And have hife towards God, 
epkich they themſelves alſo allow, that there 
fall be a riſurrectien . the juſt and unjuſt. 

Likewiſe'Day xii. 2 any that are aſleep in 
3he duſt, ſball awake me ts everlaſting life, 
and ſomt to Hane id ere laſting contempt. 

Alſo Hoſea iii. 14. God has there promiſed 
redemption from death, to ranſom them 
trom the power of the grave. 

2. Now if we would believe the ſcripture 
we muſt believe the reſurrection of the 
body ; for the word of God is true and 
faithful, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath ſaid 
in is goſpel, That heaven and earth ſhall paſs 

zway, before one jot or title of his word ſhall 
fail to the growna, Mat. v. And beſides all 
this, thoſe ſcripture- promiſes, which have 
been already fulfilled in all the ages of the 
world, may aſſure us of the accompliſhment 


of this one promiſe, That our bodies ſhall be | 


raiſed at the Taft day from the duſt of the earth. 
tra this is mil father s will, ſaith Chriſt, that 
Fall that the father hath given me, 1 foould 

He nothing, but ſbould raiſe it up again at the + 
2 day, John vi. 30. 


3. That 


3 
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3. That there ſhall be a reſurrection of the 
body, may be proved, pot only from the 
ſcripture, but allo from nature itielf: the 
reſurrection is proved from nature, as we 
may ſee in If. xxvi. 19. The dea men hall 
live, together with my dead body fhall they ariſe ; 
atoake ad /ing, ye that auell in the duſt, fer 
thy dew is as the 25 of herbs, and the earth 


Pall caſt out her dead. Thy dew is as the di tn 


, herbs, intimates to us thus much, That-as . 
the herbs arid plants ſeem to be dead and 
withered all the winter, yet in the ſpring 
they revive, and come forth freſh and green; 
and as in the night, the ſun is withdrawn, 
and the day ſeems to be buried in the ſilent 
night, ſo in the morning the ſun riſeth as 
bright as ever, and enlivencth the world 
with his glorious beams: fo it is here, tho? 
the bodies of men and women ſeem for a 


time to be loſt, and turned to duſt and cor- 


ruption, vet in the glorious morning of the 
reſurrection they ſhall be raiſed to lite, and 
revive to an immortal {tate. 

4. That there ſhall be a reſurrection of the 
body, may be proved alſo by the reſurrec- 


tion of Jeſus Chriſt; that as our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt ſuffered, died and was buried, that 
by his death he might redeem us from fin 
and hell, ſo he aroſe again, that by the 
virtue of bis reſurrection he might redeem 
us again from death and the grave: the apo- 


ſtle makes the reſurrection of Chriſt the 
foundation of our redemption, as you may | 


lee, 


r 


- 
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fee, 1 Cor. xv. 12. New if Chriſt be preached 
that he aroſe from the dead, hoo ſay jome of 
you ihat there is no reſurrection of the dead? 
Now there were ſome that did not believe 
that thers was any reſurrection of the dead 
and this their incredulity and unbelief the 
apoſtle cenſures, and proves that there ſhall 
be a reſurrection; and that from the doc- 


trine of Chriſt's reſurrection, intimating, 


that if Chriſt be raiſed from the dead, as he 
preached that he 1s riſen, then it needs muſt 
follow, that there muſt be a reſurrection of 
all men from the grave. Now theſe people 
that held ſtrong that opinion, that there ſhall 
be no refurreRion of the dead; yet theſe 

ſame men did preach that Chriſt was raiſed; 
but the Apoll te tells them plainly, That if it 
be ja that there is wo reſurrection of the dead, 
. then Chriſt is nit riſen, And if Chriſt be not 
, riſen, he tells them what a {ad condition we 
are in: for all curpreaching, praying, and all 
we a0 and ſuffer for Corift, is in Di, V. 14. 
but in ver. 29 the apoſtle reeonciles both 
arguments together; But now Chrift is riſen 
frem the drad, and becone the firſt fruits of 
them that fleht: fo that here the apoitle aſſuies 
them, that Chriſt is riſen from the dead, 
and by the virtue and power of his reſur— 
rection all mankind ſhall one day be raiſed 
from the grave, Aud beſides, we read in 
Matt. xxvii. that at the reſurrection of Chriſt, 
the graves nent, and many of the bedics of the 
eint, which fl It aroſe oat of their graves 
w hick 
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which is an earneſt to us, that by the ſame. 
vertue and power all the bodies of men and 
women, that are, and ever have been, and 
ever ſhall be to the world's end, ſhall be 

raiſed again at the laſt day. . 

5. Thar there ſhall be a reſurrection of 
the body, is an article of cur taich; there- 
fore, we cannot deny the reſurrection, except 
we remove our belief, and deny our chriſtia- 
nity itlelf; this was an article of the apoſtles- 
faith, Ach xxiyw 15. Ad have bepe tecbards 
God, which themſelves allow, that there fall 
to a relurreion of the dead, both of the juff 
and of the umjuſt. 

But it may be, ſome will object and fay, 
How tan it be that all the dead can be rxiſed, 

for many are drowned in the jea, and their car- 
cafes are eaten up by fiſhes, and many men baue 
been burnt to aſhes, and their aſhes mingled a- 
arong the duſt of the earth, and ſeattered up and. 
dizen, no body: knows where ? 

To this I anſwer, that to man, indeed, 
this is impoſſible to be; but if God be infi- 
nite in his wiſdom and power, as indeed he 

„then he makes the duſt of every man, 
woman and child, and by his all-wiſe pro- 
vidence knows What duſt belongs to ſuch 
and ſuch a body; wherever it is ſcattered. 

Friends, here will be a declaration of in- 
finite power ! For know this, he that by his. 
power made all things out of nothing, can 
as caſily by the ſame power raiſe our bodies 

G 5 | again 
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apain out of ſomething, even out of their 
own ſubſtance or matter, 
Thus I have ſufficiently proved, that there 
will be a reſurrection of the dead. 
2. The ſecond thing to be conſidered from 
the text 15 the number of the dead which 
Mall be raiſed ; that is, all, for ſo ſaith our 
Lord and Saviour here in the text: The hour 
is coming wherein all that are in their graves 
Yall hear As voice, &c. All, that is, all the 
ſons and daughters of Adam, that have ever 
lived fince the world began, and all that ever 
ſhall live and die to the end thereof; all mult 
riſe and make their appearance at the laſt 
day; St. John declares in his viſion, Rev. xx. 
x2. That he ſaw the dead both great and ſmall 
Hand before God. By ſmall and great, we 
are not to underſtand the phraſe in reſpect 
to ſtature, as if ſome ſhall appear grown 
men, and ſome children; we muſt all ap- 
pear then in the ſtature and fullneſs of Chriſt, 
that is, of a middle ſtature, or that ſattre 
Adam was created in, which was of a middle 
ſtature; the oldeſt ſhall appear no older, and 
the youngeſt no younger ; but by ſmall and 
great we are to underſtand, 
Firſt, Thoſe that died of all ages, from 
we oldeſt, to the child that is ſtill born. | 
Secondly, by fmall and great, we are to 
_ underſtand all Rates and degrees of men ng | 
women, both high and low, rich and 
noble and ignoble; all ſorts and flates of 5 
A then make their appearance, es 
| ing 
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king on the throne, to the beggar on the 
dunghill ; ; and ver. 13. St. 7% did fee in 
his vifſion, That the ſea gave up her dead; ard 
death and hell, that is, the earth and the grave, 
caſt up their dead and all mere judged according 


to their works, All the elements at the call 


of Chriſt muſt give up their dead ; all that 
the fire hath conſumed and burnt to aſhes, 
all that ever have been buried in the lea, 
and all that have been buried in the earth, 

as ſoon as the laſt trumpet ſounds they muſt 
all come forth, none ſhall be ſo great as to 
eſcape, and none ſhall be ſo ſimall as to be 
forgotten. Oh! what a great, what a vait 
aſſembly will there be, when all the ſons 
and daughters of Adam ſhall meet together: 
To fee an army of men together, we think 
it is a great ſight. If all the men and women 
iin Great Brggain were to meet together, at 
one place, what a great, what an invincible 
great aſſembly would there ſeem to be : But 
alas! what is Great-Britain to the whole 
world, it 1s counted but a garden plat to other 
nations. And what is the whole world now 
living, in reſpect of all ages that are pait 
and to me! All the [races of old which 
were counted as the ſands in the ſea, they 
were jo innumerable ; and beſides them, fo 
many millions of millions that have been 
ſlain in the wars, ſo many t thouſands that haver* 
been ſwallowed up in earthquakes, ſo many 
thouſands of millions of millions that have 
died by the peftilence and all other mortal 

Sem perk, * in all ages of the world, and all 
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that have died naturally in infancy, in youth, | 
middle age, and old age, ald all that arg 
now living, and that ſhall live to the world's 
end; when all theſe ſhail meet together at 
tne general reſurreckion; tea a wonder- 
fu; meeting will there be! H muſh all Gf pear 
185 e the judgment ſcaul of Chr! , faith che 

poſtle, 2 Cr. v. 10. 

"Friends, both you that read this treatiſe, 


and I who write, we mult all make our ap- 


Pearance there, all that are in cheir graves 
muſt hear his voice, and come forth. 
Thirdly, The third thing to be conſidered 
is this, by what means all the dead ſrali be 
raiſed ; that is, by the ſound of the laſt 
trumpet; for ſo ſaith our Saviour in the text, 
All that are in their graves ſhall hear bis voice 
and dome forth: and what voice this is that 


the dead ſhall hear, you may ſee in 1 Cor. 


xv. 52. that is, the ſound of the lait trum - 
ret, For the ti rumpet Heal, ſcund, and the dead 
all be raiſed; and who that is, which ſhall 
ſound this trampet, you may {ce in 1 77. 
iv. 15 55 16. Fer this we jay unto you by the word 
of the Lord, that tre which are alive, fhail not 
prevent them which are aſicep, for the Lord hin:- 
elf ſha?! deicend fron heaven with a ſnoat, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God. | 
So that you ſee that this trumpet ſhall. be 


= e wr by an archangel : So Mat. xxiv. 39, 


. They hall jee the jon of man coming in the 
3 5 heaven with porter aud great glory, 
and 
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and he fhall fend his angels with a great found 
of a trumpet, and they jhall gather together his 
ele from the four wind, from one end of hea- 
wen to the other. 


\ 


[a 


Thus we fee by what means the dead ſhall 
be raiſed: that is, by the voice of the arch- 
angel, by the found of the laſt trumpet, 
which voice ſhall be uttercd more loud and 
ſhrill, than thunder, uttering theſe words, 
Ariſe, ye dead, and come to judgment, Now a 
few verſc3 before the text, ver, 25. we have 
another voice that is founding in the ears, 
The hour is coming and now is, that the deaa 
foal! bear the voice of the jon of God, and they 
that hear, ſhall live. Now theſe two voices, 
that of the text, and ver. 25. tho' they ſeem 
to be alike in ſound, yet they differ much; 
and that in theſe two reſpetts : 

1. Firſt, in reſpect of time: that voice 
ſpoken of in ver. 25, is uttered in the pre- 
lent tenſe the hour is coming, ani now is, &c. 
But that voice ſpoken of in the text, is ſpo- 
ken of altogether in the future tenſe, the 
wour is coming, mark, there is no zr t is 
but it if a time that is come. | 

2. There is a great difference betwixt 
theſe two voices, and that in reſpect,of the 
ſenſe and meaning of the words, for thoſe 
of the firſt voice are gracious and inviting 
words, which are interpreted by divines after 
this manner: Ariſe, ye dead, and come to Jung - 
ment, That is, thoſe that are dead in their 
iins, and rotting ana ſtinking in the 81 of 

| their 
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| their luſts: Now theſe are under the call of 


the goſpel, and they that hearken to this 
call, and obey his voice, and ſo come to 


Jeſus Chriſt, by a true and lively faith, and 


unfeigned repentance, they ſhall by Chriſt 
obtain everlaſting lite. But whether they 
will hear this voice, or whether they will 
ſtop their ears againſt it; yet Jet them know 
there 1s another voice, which ſhall be uttered 
to the world, which is a voice of power; 


and that voice they muſt hear, whether they 


will or no; Ariſe, ye dead, and come to judge 
ment. 1 


Conſider, friends, tho you now ſtop your 
ears, and will not hear the ſound of the 
trumpet of the goſpel; ye know this, there 


is another trumpet, which will one day 
ſound, calling all the dead out of their 


graves, ſaying, Ariſe, ye dead, and come to 


Judgment ; and whenever this Jaſt trumpet 


ſounds, yon muſt hear it whether you will 
or no; the depth of the grave ſhall not 
hinder the ſound, no nor the depth of the 
fea ſhall hinder it. 

He that could at firit command all things 
out of nothing by the word of his power, ſo 
at the laſt day he will but ſpeak the word, 


4 and the dead ſhall riſe, and make their ap- 


pearance before the tribunal ſeat of Chriſt. 
The {ound ef this laſt trumpet ſhall be fo 
Joud, that it ſhall be heard all over the world, 
it ſhall pierce even to the bottom of the ſea, 
and to the bowels ef the earth ; No ſooner 
| | 1 
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is this trumpet ſounded, but the ſound ſhall 


be obeyed ; no ſooner is the voice uttered, 
Ariſe, ye dead, and come to judgme t, but im- 
mediately the graves in all the church-yards, 
and in all other places throughout the whole 
world, ſhall be opened and the body of 
every man and woman ſhall be framed out 
of his own duſt, and bone ſhall be joined to 
bone, and every part and member fhall be 
Joined in its place and order; and every ſoul 
ſhall return to its own body: the ſea ſhalt 
give up their dead; and the fire, and earth 
ſhall give up their dead, and then immedi- 
ately they ſhall be all gathered together, even 
to the valley of Feho/haphet, to be preſented 
before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt ; as you. 
may ſee, Joel iii 12. For Chriſt ſays, he 
hour is coming wherein all that are in their 
graves fhall hear his voice, and come forth. 
Four:hly, The fourth thing conſiderable in 
the text, is the different ſtate and condition 
of all mankind at the reſurrection; that is 
ſome fhall ariſe to the reſurreion of life, and ſome 
to the reſurrefion of damnation, Now the dif- 
ferent ſtate of good and bad, at the reſurrec- 
tion, may be confidered in theſe reſpects: 
1. They differ in reſpect of time: For, 
tho'.all mankind ſhall be raiſed from the duſt 
of the earth, yet they ſhall not be raiſed all 
at one and the ſame time ; there ſhall be two 
reſurrections, firſt of the ſaints, and then of 
the wicked. Many there be which affirm _ 
that there ſhall be a thouſand years betwixt 
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the reſurrection of the ſaints, and of the 
wicked; that the ſaints ſhall all rife at the 
coming of Chriſt in the clouds, with all his 
glorious train of heavenly hot, and ſhall 
reign with him a thouſand years upon the 
earth; and that the reſt of the dead ariſe not 
until that thouſand years are accompliſhed, 
Rev. xv. 4. 5. Some ſay this means the com- 
plete number of a thouſand years: And 
ſome ſay the meaning of the ſpirit of God 
here, is not the number of a thouſand years 
but only a conſiderable ſpace of time: Bat 
I will not affirm any thing of that. This 
we are certain of, that there ſhall be a differ- 
ence between the reſurrection of the good, 
and of the bad, in reſpect of time: For St. 
Paul in this caſe, as we may ſee, 1 The. iv. 
16. faith, that the dead in Chriſt fhall riſe 
firft: And if the dead in Chriſt riſe firſt, 
the reſurrection of the wicked muſt needs 
follow after : And, As xvi. 15. There ſhall 
be a reſurrection both of the juſt and of the un- 
juſt. Firſt, of the juſt and then of the un- 
juſt, but how long a time there ſhall be. 
between, I will not poſitively affirm. | 
F 2. There ſhall be a difference between the 
reſurrection of the good, and of the bad; 
and that in reſpect of their image and ſhape: 
7 he bodies of the ſaints ſhall be raiſed in glory, 
_ like unto Chriſi's glorious body; Phil. iii. 21. 
ſaith the apoſtle, 20% ſhall change our vile 
bodies, and fajhion them like unto the glorious 
tray of Corihy Thus Chriſt himfelf gives us 
4. "AS, | a 
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7 ; diforiotion of the brightneſs of the ſaints 
bodies at the reſuriection, Mart, xiii. 44. 
Then fhall the righteous ſhine as the jun in the. 
Kingdom of their father. 

The bodies of our firſt parents in thelr 
ſtate of innocency were adorned with a glo- 
rious beauryand comelineſs. Now this ſhould. 
have been the ſtate and condition of their bo- 
dies of all their polterity, if they had not 
finned ; but hath ripped us of that glorious: 
beauty and ornament, and without artificial 
cloathing our bodies are very loathſome and 
vile; the bodies of the ſaints ſhall be changed 
and faſpioned like unte the ghrious body of 
Chrift. 

But, on the other fide, the bodies of the 
wicked ſhall at the reſurrection appear more 
monſtrous, vile, and &g/ormed, than they 
were before in their ſtate of nature; and 
beſides the bodies of the ſaints ſhall be deli- 
vered from that lumpiſhneſs and heavineſs 
that they are now clogged With, and inſtead 
of natural bodis they ſhall be made ſpiritual 
bodies, 1 Cyr. xv. 44. and ſhall fl, to and 
fro as ſwift as ſpirits; but as for the wicked, 
they ſhall be Zound hand and ft, and caſt 
into utter darkneſs ; there ſhall be weeping and 
gnaſhing of teeth. Matth. xxii. 13. 

Fifthly and Laſtly, There ſhall alſo be a 
vaſt difference betwixt the reſurrection of the 
good and of the bad, in reſpect of their 
final Rate and condition, that they ſhall 'be 
ratied unto ; They that have dove good unto the 

| reſurreftion 
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reſurrection of life, and they that have dont 
ail unto the rejurretion of damnation. The 
| good being firſt raiſed, and then immediately 
1 after, the reſurrection both of the juſt and of 
| the unjuſt : Then they. ſhall be divided one 
I from another, As a ſhepherd divideth his ſheep 
| From the goats, Matt. 25. Aud he ſhall jet the 
6 ſheep on his right-hand, but the goats on the left. 
At firſt ſnall be pronounced the joyful ſentence 
upon the righteous, come, ye bleſſed of my father 
inherit the kingdom : But the wicked ſhall be 
. ſent away with that daleful ſentence, depart 
from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepa- 
red for the devil and his angels. 
' » Sixthly and Loftl, The laſt thing eonſide- 
_ rable in the text, and that which I intend 
hall be the application of the whole, 1s the 
| drawing near of the time when the reſurrec- 
tion ſhall be, therefore our Saviour bids us 
not marvel at it. There were fome in. our 
| Saviour's time, and ſome there are in our days, I 
that marvel when they hear of the reſurrec- 
tion of the body, and of a general judg- 
ment; they will not believe it: but, Oh! 
bow ftrange ſoever they make of it, our 
bleſſed Saviour aſſures them of it, and tells 
them that it will certainly be: Therefore 
this doctrine may ſerve to convince us: 
Firſt, Of the general reſurre ction, and 
day of judgment: For I have in this diſ- 
courſe proved by ſeveral arguments; that 
there ſhall. be a reſurrection both of the juſt 
and of the unjuſt ; and as there is nothing} 
more certain than death, ſo there is nothing 
more 
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more certain than a general reſurrection af- 0 
ter death. N 
Secondly, This may convince us, that as 
there {hall be a reſurrection : ſo the time 
when the reſurrection ſhall be, is drawing 
near; ſo ſaith our Lord Chriſt here himſelf 
in the text, marvel not at this, the hour is. 
coming, wherein all that are in the graze ſhall: 
here his voice, and come forth; and tho' our 
| Matt. xxiv. 
That neither men nor angels know when the 
time fhall be, yet he aſſures us, That the time. 
is coming, Acts xvii. 31. we ſee there that 
God hath appointed a day wherein he will 
judge the world : And this appointed time 
is drawing nearer? Do we not ſee the days 
and nights wheel about apace ? Yea, ſo faſt. 
is the time of the general reſurrection com- 
ing on; ſo many times as the fun haswheel'd 
round the world ſince the creation, ſo many 
rounds is the thread wound off, and keeps 
ſtill winding off. It is now above 1700 years 
fince our Lord Jeſus Chriſt aſcended into 
heaven when the angels ſaid unto the men 
of Nazareth. That this ſame Feſus ſhall ja 
came again, as you have jeen him go into bea- 
ven, Acts i. And the time ever ſince has 
been drawing nearer and nearer, and the 
time now certainly cannot be long, but that. 
our Lord ' Jeſus Chriſt will come. in the 
clouds, and then the trumpet will ſound, 
nd the, dead fhall be raiſed, and both 
| | quick 
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quick and dead ſhall make a gener ap- 
Prue, 

Here is a uſe of reproof to ſach as 
Ake libert to run on in fin, putting far from 


them the evil day: And becauſe tie Lord 
ſeemeth to delay his coming, therefore 
their hearts are ſet in them to do evil. 


There were ſome in the apoſtles days, and I 
fear there are many ſuch in theſe our days, 
that walk after their own luſt, ſaying, 
Where is the promije of his coming ? For ſince 


the fatber*s fell aſecp, all things continue as 


they were from the beginning of the creatian, 2 
Peter iii. 4. But the apoftle tells them, ver. 
9. That ihe Lord is not ſack concerning his 


promiſe ( as ſome men count flackneſs ) but is long 
il Hering trwards us, not willing that any fou 


periſh. But the day of the Lord, whenever it 
comes, will come as a thief in che night, ver. 
10. And when men fhal! jay peace and ſafely, 
then ſudaenly cometh deſtruction upon them, as 
travail upon a woman with child, and they 
fall nit eſcape. My friends, pray have a 
care ; for though you think the Lord delay- 
eth his coming, and thereupon you take li- 
berty to yourſelves to fulfil the defires of the 
fleſh, yet take heed leaſt the Lord come in 
a day zohen you took not for him, in an hour 
you are not awore of, and cut you ajunder, and 
app: nt your portion among the hypocrites; zuhert 
ſpall be weeping and gnoſping of teeth, Matt. 
xxiv. ö 
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2, A uſe of exhortation ; if it he ſo, that 
the Lo:d Jeſus Chriſt will certainly come, 
and ſhortly come, and we mull all be pre- 
ſented before him, then how ſhould we live 
here with all care and ci: rcumſpection, that 
we may be found of him in peace; blame- 
leſs, and without ſpot: How fhould we la- 
borr to be poly in ail manner of converſation unto 
the coming of the day of God? 1 Pet. ili. 
11. Let this be a ſtrong motive to move 
a chriſtian to th: duty and obedience, and 
perſeverance therein. Let the words of 
St. James be as a ſpur to prick you up to 
be ſtedfaſt, and to hold out in the work of 
the Lord. Jam. v. 8. Be penitent, tber: fore, 
brethren ; eſtabliſh your hearts, for the coming 
of the Lord draweth nigh. And let-me exhort 
you all in the words of our Saviour, Mark 

xill. 35. Watch therefore, fir ye know not 
rohen the time is; and what I ſay unto you, 
1 ſay unto all watch. And in the words of 
the apoſtle, Heb. xx. 25. Exhorting one 
another ſo much the mare, as you Jee the day 
afproaching. 

And farther to encourage us in well doing, 
and to be more diligent, to rebuke, or ex- 


hort, to perſuade, and encourage one ano- 


ther in well doing; let us conſider, that 
we mult all one day meet together, to be 
the acquiters, or elle the condemners of one 
another ; tho' death comes and takes away 


A wite from. a Faeeen and a huſband from 


A wite ; 


* * 


156 The Future State of Man, 


a wife; tho? it takes away parents from their 
children, and children from their parents; 
tho? death comes and makes a breach among 


relations, neighbours, and families, yet let 
us conſider, that the day of the reſurrection 


l come, and then we ſhall not only ſee and 
now one another, but we fhall be able alſo 
& converſe with one another; but, oh! 


What a dreadful meeting, we ſhall then have 


if we ſhould be forced to be the condemners 
of one another at that day; the apoſtle tells 


us, that the faints ſhall judge the world at 


the laſt day: Oh! how dreadful will this 
be, when godly parents ſhall be condemners 


of their own children, the fruit of their own 


bowels, thoſe whom they once delighted in, 
and loved moſt dearly, now to pronounce 


Chriſt's fentence againſt them, becauſe they 


were ftuborn, wilful, and would not hearken 


to their godly counſels and admonitions ; 1 
ſay, for godly parents to exalt and applaud 
Chriſt's ſentence againſt them, when they 


are condeinned toeverlaſting fire : Oh! how 
dreadful will this be! And thus for children 


to condemn their own parents, becauſe they 
let them alone in their evil courſes, and 


would not, correct them nor reprove them: 
and for huſbands and wives to be the con- 
demnation of one another: Ok! how ſad 
will this be ! Nay, conſider farther, that re- 


lations, families, neighbours, acquaintances, 


99 ms their Precious time together in 
feaſting, 
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feaſting, drinking, gaming, and other kin 
of looſe living, muſt meet together and e 
the condemnation of one another at the laſt al 
day. Oh! what a dreadful meeting wil! 
this be! But on the other hand, conſiderr,r 


E A — 1 N C = 
= 1 . ke 1% 
4 * * „ 1 3 *. \ 
, y ' 
7 1 


* p Fe - 8-4 AM... 
7 4 ) 0 n. 9 . * * * * 15 n 
ST) " i * j \ 

þ Vf * „N. 4 IL HS 
* "Is ” £ 182 * 

J t 4 

. | THe + 

d 4 : £ 


bl 
2 85 
4 
% 

* 


The Future Sigte of Man. 165 
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that thoſe parents and children, huſbands 
and wives, families and relations, which 
would not join with the wicked, but ſpent» 
their time in praying together, and for one 
another, inexhorting, inſtructing, reproving,”} ' 
and encouraging one another: Oh! whata a 


Re 


joyful meeting will theſe have at the re- 
ſurrection! New death many times makes 4 
a breach among families and relations; a 


wife laments for the loſs of her huſband ; 
he laments for the loſs of his wife; the 
children ſometimes grieve, becauſe they 
have loſt a loving father, or a dear mother; 
and the parents grieve and are caſt down, 
becauſe they have loſt a precious child. 
But, friends, weep not for your relations 
as without hope, for they are not loſt, and +» *, 
the morning of the reſürrection will come, 
the trumpet will ſognd, and the dead ſhall _ 
rite, and then you all meet to expreſs the 
joy you ſhall have one With another to all 
eternity, if you ſpend your time together in 
this world, in the works of faith and obe- 
dience. And now, to conclude, let us all 
therefore ſo live, and ſo ſpend our-ſhort 
time here on earth, that in the glorious 
morning of the reſurrection, when the laſt 
| | trumpet 
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a wife; tho it takes away parents from their 
children, and children from their parents; 
tho? death comes and makes a breach among 
relations, neighbours, and families, yet let 


us conſider, that the day of the reſurrection i 


il come, and then we ſhall not only fee and 
her, but we fhall-be able alſo | 
converſe with one another; but, oh! | 


Ait a dreadful meeting, we ſhall then have 


2 we-ſhould be forced to be the condemners 
of one another at that day; the apoſtle tells 


us, that the faints ſhall judge the world at 


the laſt day: Oh! how dreadful will this 
be, when godly parents ſhall be condemners 


of their own children, the fruit of their own 


bowels, thoſe whom they once delighted in, 
and loved moſt dearly, now to pronounce 


'Chriſt's ſentence againſt them, becauſe they 


were ftuborn, wiltul, and would not hearken 


to their godly counſels and admonitions; 1 


ſay, for godly parents to exalt and applaud 
Chriſt's ſentence againſt them, when they 


are condeinned to everlaſting fire: Oh! how 


dreadful will this be! And thus for children 


to condemn their own parents, becauſe they 


let them alone in their evil courſes, and 
would not correct them nor reprove them: 


and for huſbands and wives to be the con- 


demnation of one another: Oh! how ſad 
will this be! Nay, conſider farther, that re- 


lations, families, neighbours, acquaintances, 


Who ſpend their precious time together in 
feaſting, 
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day. Oh I what a dreadful meeting will 


this be! But on the other hand, conſider, 


that thoſe parents and children, huſbanfs 
and wives, families and relations, which 


would not join with the wicked, but ſpent 
their time in praying together, and for one 
another, inexhorting, inſtructing, reproving, ö 


and encouraging one another: Ob! what a 


Joyful meeting will theſe have at the re- 
ſurrection! Now death many times makes 


a breach among families and relations; a 
wife laments for the loſs of her huſband ; 
he laments for the loſs of his wife; the 
children ſometimes grieve, becauſe they 


have loſt a loving father, or a dear mother; 
and the parents grieve and are catt down, 
becauſe they have loſt a precious child. 
But, friends, weep not for your relations 


as without hope, tor they are not loſt, and 


the morning of the reſurrection will come, 


the trumpet will ſognd, and the dead ſhall 


riſe, and then you thall meet to expreſs the 


joy you ſhall have one With another to all 


eternity, if you ſpend your time together in 
this world, in the works of faith and obe- 
dience. And now, to conclude, let us all 


therefore ſo live, and ſo ſpend our ſhort 


time here on earth, that in the glorious 
morning of the reſurrection, when the laſt 
| trumpet 
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feaſting, drinking, gaming, and other kind 
of looſe living, muſt meet together and be 
the condemnation of one another at the laſt. 
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trumpet ſhall ſound, we may. ris. to the 
reſurrection of life, and triumph and te- 
Joice amonglt glorious angels to all eternity: 
Which the | Lord of his mercy grant, 
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trumpet ſhall ſound, we may riſe to the 
reſurrection, of life, and triumph and 1e- 
joice amongit glorious angels to all eternity: 
Which the Lord of his mercy grant, 
$0 Amen. e . Te 
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The End of the Seventh SERMON. 
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